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The Argument. 


Mans ſoule is dearly beloved of God her 
Father. And yet tor ſundry geod graces 
ſhee is tempted of che Devill dy three di- 
vers meaues, at three ſeverall ages in this 
mortal) life: if ſhe reſiſt and overcome 
the ſame, ſhee is hereby adopted to the 
fruition of Matrimoniall joy in heaven, 
with Chriſt the Sonne of God. 


The firſt Hiſtorie. 
CAT WE Ometimes there bwelf in 


a3. Rome a mighty Emperour, 

>. Bag Which had a fair creature 
* 2 to his Daughter, named 
— athalama, wyom divers 
great Lo2ds, and many noble Knights de* 
fired to have to Mie. Tyis Achalants 
was wond2ous [wift of fot:wherefo2s ſuch 
a law was made, that no man ſhould have 
der to wife except he could out-runne der 
A 3 and 
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und fake her by ſwiftneſſe of ff. At befel! 
that many came to run with her, but could 


not dvertake her. At the laſt there came a 
Knight named Pomeis, unto her Father, 
and ſaid to him: My Lo2d4if it pleaſe you 
fo give me your daughter to wife, J will 
run with her. Then ſaid her father, thers 
is a law made, that who ſo will have her 
to wife muſt firſt run with her: and ik her 


| - overtakeher not he ſhall loſe his head, and 


if he overtake her, then ſhall J wed her 
unto him. 

And when the Cmperour bat told him 
all the perill that might fal in the winning 
of her, the Knight voluntarilp granted to 
abide that jeopardy. Then the knight pꝛo⸗ 
vited him th2z& balls of gold again the 
running. And wen they had begun to 
tunne a litle ſpace , the young Lady overs 
ranne him: then the Knight thꝛew fozth 
brloze her the firſt ball of gold: and when 
the Bamſcll ſawthe ball, the ſtooped and 
took it up, and in the meane while the 
night gat befoze her, but that avatled 
little: foz when ſhe perceived if, ſhe ran 

ſo faft, that in ſhozt ſpace ſhee gat befoze 
bim agatne. And then he thzew fozth the 


ſecond ball of gold, and ſhe ſtooped as ſhes | 
did ha any tokitup, and in that while 
the 
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vell; by acknowledging of his Annes o 
God, by hearty repentance and amend- 
ment of life. The ſecond ball is the b dl of 
Pzire,the which the Diveilc.iſtethto man 
in his manhod,thatis to ſay inis miotle 
age: but this ball, man oft⸗times overcoms 
methas he did the fru, but let him beware 
of the third ball, which is Covetouineſſe, 
that the Devill caſteth to man in his old 
age, which is dzeadfuil ; fo except a man 
may overtome this Ball, with the other 
two, he wall loſe his Honour, that is to 
ſay, the Kingromeof Þeaven. Foz when 
a man bur netij in Covetouſneſe, he think- 
eth not en ghoſtly Kiches ( fs2 ever his 
heart is ſet on'wozlbly gods) and reckons 
eth not of P2axers, no2 of well doing: and 
thus lo eth be bis heritage, to the which 
God hath bought him with his pzectons 
bloud : unto the which our Load Jeſus 
Cyzilt batug us alil. 


The Argument, 

As God allotteth divers men divers calling 
and eſtates of living in this World, ſo is 
every man tried by the rules of life and 
doedtTine, whether his practiſe agree 
with his proſeſſion, in p ehi:ing himſelfe 
without prejudice to others, wherein if 
h | he 
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he ſo hold himlelfe content, fr ſuch a 
Sonne the heavenly Father hath planted 
a Tree of heavenly crealure in che lite 


| that ſhall be everlaſting, 


| The ſecond Hiſtory. 


Vere dwelt ſometime in Rome a wiſe 

and mighty Tmperour , named An- 
ſelme, which bareinhis armes a ſhield of 
Silber with five red Roſes. This Em- 
perour had thzee @onres whom he loved 
much; be had alſo con'ingall warre with 
the King ol Egypt in which warre he loſt 
| all his tempozall gods, except a pꝛetious 
| Tree. It foztuned after. on a dap that he 
| gave battell to the ſame King of Egypc 
| wherein he wasgrievonſly rounded. Ne- 
| vertheleſſe her obtained the victozp, not- 
| withſtanding ber had his deadly wound, 
| wherefoze while de lay at point of death, he 
talled unto him his eldeſt Donne and ſaid: 
| Þy deareand welbe loved Doane, all my 
| fempozall riches I have ſpent, and almoſt 
nothing is left me. ercept a pꝛecious Tre, 


the which ſtandeth in the midſt of mine 


Empire: Jgiveto the all that is under 
the earth, and avove the earth ofthe ſame 

Tree. Dmyreverend Father (quoth he) 
I thank you much, 


Then 
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-- Then ſaidthe Emperour, call fo me 
my ſecond Sonne. Anon the elveſf wonne 
greatly joying of his fathers giſt, called in 
his bzother. And when he came the Em» 
perour ſaid : Þy deare ſonne (quoth he) J 
may not make my teſfament, foz as much 
as J dave ſpent all my gods, except a tre 
which ſtandeth in mine Empire, of the 
Which Tree J bequeath to the all that is 
great and (ſmall. Then anſwered he and 
ſatd : My reverend father, J thank vou 
much. Then ſaid the Tmperonr, call to 
me mp third Sonne, and (o it was done, 
And when he was come, the Emperour 
ſaid: My deare ſonne, J mutt die oftheſe 
wounds, and J bave oaly a pꝛecious fru, 
of which J have bequeathed thy Bzethzen 
their poztions, and to thee I bequeath thy 
poztian: fo2 J will that thou have of the 
ſaid Tre all that is wet and dzie. Then 
ſaid his Donne: Father J thank yon. 

Scone after the Cmperaur had made 
this bequeſt he died. Ans anon the eldeſt 
Sen ſhoztly after to ſeaſon of the tree. 

w when the ſecond Sonne heart this 


de caui e to him, ſaying : My Bꝛother, by | 
what Law o title occupie you this Tre? 


Deare b2other (quath he) J occupy it by 
this title, my father gave me alltyn isnu⸗ 
85 der 
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der the earth and above of the ſaid fre, 
by reaſon therefoze the tr& is mine. Un- 
knowing fs the, quoth the ſecond b2other, 
te gave me all that is in bzeadth,levgth, & 
die pneſſe of the ſaid trie, and therefoze'A 
have as great right in the tri as you. This 
bearing the third ſon, he came to them and 
ſaid : Þy welbelovedbzethzen, it dehoveth 
you not to ſtrive foz this tre, foz as much 
right have A in this fre as pe: fo2 bythe 
law, ye wot , the laſt will and teſtament 
ought to ſtand : foz of fruth he gave mee 
of the ſaip fre all that is wet and dy, 
and therefoze the tr& by right is mine: but 
foz as much as your wozds are of great 
fozce and mine alſo,my counſell is that we. 
be judged by reaſon : fo2 it is not god ns2 
commendable that any ftrife oz diention 
ſhould be among us. Pere beſide dwelleth 
a King of reaſon, therefoze to aveid irife 
let us goe unto him, and each of us tayhis 
right befoze him, and like as he ſhall judge 
let us ſtand to his jadgment : then ſaid 
bis b:ethzen, this caunſell is god, where- 
foze they went all thꝛie unto the Bing of 
Reaſon,and each of thrm ſeverally ſhewed 
— bis right unto him like as it is ſaid 
Oe. ; 

When the King had heardthe titles be 
Ithearſed 
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rehearſed them all againe ſeverally , firſt 
ſaying to the eldeſt Donne, thus: Pau ſap 
(quoth the King) that tby father gave the 
all that is under the earth, and above the 
earth of the ſaid tre. Aud to the ſerond 
bzothor be bequeathed al that is in bzeadth, 
leng hand deepneſſe of that tree, And to 
the third bzother he gave all that is wet 
and dap. 

And with that he laid the law fo them, 
and ſatd, that this Mill ou ht to ſtand. 

Now m deare Friends, bztefly J ſhall 
ſatisſte all your requeſts: an) when be had 


Ii tas ſaid, he turned him ünto the eloeſt 


B2other. ſaying, My deare friend, if you 
Alt to abide the judgement of right, it be- 
boveih you to de letten blond of the right 
arme. My Lozd quoth be) pour will ſhall 
bee dane. Zhen the King called fo a diſ- 
creet Pupütian, commmanding bim to let 
bim bloud. 

M hen the eldeſt ſonne was thus letten 
blond, the Ring ſaid to them all thꝛææ: Þy 
deare Friends (quoth hee) where is your 
father buried: then anſwered they and 
ſaid: fo>footh n:y Lo2d in ſuch a place. 
Ans the ing commanoed to dig in the 
ground fo2 the bady, and to take a bone oat 
of his bꝛeſt, and to bury the bop againe: 


\ 
: 
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and ſs it was done, And when the bang 
was taken out, the Ring commanded that 
tbe it choutd be laid in the blend of the elder 
the brother, and it Gonld lie till it had retei⸗ 
bed k'noly the bloud, and then to be laid 
Nh, | in the @unne and d2yed, and at er that it 
to ſhonld be wacht with cleare water : his 
wet | (ervants fulfilled all that he commanded? 
| and when they began ts waſh, the blond 
m, } vanithed cleans away. When the King 
ſaw this, he ſaid to the ſecond ſonne it be« 
all | yoveth that then bee lettem blond as thy 
ad | bzother is. Then ſaidhs, my Lozd, your 
ell will chall be fulfilled, and anon he was 
on done unto like as his bzotyer was in all 
„ | things, and when they began to wach tobe 
Y bone, the blood vaniſhed away. Then ſaid 
ll | che King to the third ſonne, it behoveth 
thee to be letten blood itkewile. De anſwes 
ef | redandſaid: PyLozdit pleaſeth me welt | 
— | foto be. Whenthe youngef bzother was 
7 | letten bloud, and done tints in all things 
2 | ashistwobzethzen were beſo:e, then the 
Kings ſervants began te wach the bene 

but neither fo walhing noz rubbing "_ | 
be they doe away the bloud off the bone, but 
+ | it ever appeared bloody, When the King 
| Caw'this, bee ſaid: Jtapprareth openly 
> | new that this blond is ** 
| 


- 
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bone, thou art his true ſonne , and theſe 
other two be baſtards, J judge thee the tree 
toʒ evermoze. | 


The Morall. 


Deare friends, this Gmperour is our 
Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, which bare a htely of 
giver , with five red Roſes, that is, his 
body that was ſo fair, ſo clear, and moze 
ravtanc then any ſtlber , acco2ding ta the 
Þſalmiſt:Specioſas forma præ filiis homie 
num, that is, he was moze faire of hape 
then all the childzen of men. By the five 
| Roſes we underſtand his 8ve Wounds, 
||. Which bee ſuffered foz mankind. And by 
tze King of Egypt we underſtand the de⸗ 

'- vill, againſt whom he fought all the time 
dt his life, and at the laſt be was Name: 

'| fez mankind. Nevertheleſſe befoze his 
F' death he made his teſtament to his thzee 

I — | 
pp the firſt, to whom be gave of the 
I free all that was under the earth, t abave 
the earth, we underſtand ſuch mighty men 
[| and others of ali eſtates in this woꝛld, as 
not content with their calling, ſeek ambi- 
| i ttoufly the ſubverſion of others, to magni - 
| fie and eralt themſelves. ' By the (ccond: 


ſons, to whom he gave the trer in length, 
; bzeadth, 
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12eadth and der pneſſe, we underſfandſuch 
wozlbly wiſe men in this woꝛld, which in 
their ſubtilty attempt to winne oz to loſe 
all. By the third Donne, to whom he gave 
ill that was wet and dzy of the Tr, wee 
underſtand every god Chziltian P2tace, 
doble-man, Magiſt rate, oz meaner per» 
ſon in every Common» wealth where(ves 
ber, which (eſchewing ail ambition and 
covefqnſneſſe-) . boldeth himſelfe content 
with the P2ovidencs-of God, and in dis 
own calling laboureth truly to dae good 
unto all men; yea, though bimſelfe ſu- 
ſtaine injuries, ſuffering now ſolace, then 
caxe ; now. riches, then poverty: and re» 
teive all this thankfully to have this pꝛe⸗ 
ciqus Tree thus bequesthed unto them , 
This tree is the tr& of Paradiſe, that ie, 
ane xl ting joy, which is given to us all it᷑ 
we take it thankfully. This every man 
obtaineth not, thergfoze it behoveth them 
to gee unts the King of reaſon, that is un⸗ 
to the Father ef heaven that knoweth all 
things. The firſt Son was let blond, and 
in dis blood the bone was laid. By this 
bong we chall underſtand our fir: vg faith 
in Chziſts merits, and by the blend, the 
lively and kruttfull ſap of good-txg2ks pꝛo⸗ 
feebing out. of the ſame, which are rare 

$a | things, 
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things fo be found in thoſe that ſeek thei! 
own pzivate gaine, which when they 
let blos by the ſharp Latince of Gods An 
Kice, though it be ſtabiiches with Divin 
ÞP2evication, and made day with the Dun 
of gutward P2ofeſſion yet being wacht 
With the water of ſwelling Pzide,Palice 
Envye ſuch like, then'tbe faith in Chzift 
merits, is as though we had not reretber 
it, and the lively and ftultſuli ſup 'of ght 
woꝛks bath no power to tarrp upon it, but 
bamthe'h away. And thus f. reih it u 
Cheſe other two the firſt and ſecond ons: 
but the thitv Bonne being tonttaty unte 
the other in pꝛofe ſlion and pꝛattiſe pf th x 
manners. be he Pagtikrate 92 meant 
ſon, the bone of ſuch a perſon will eve 
firme of faith in hümlelle and * 6 — 
others, from ſach a mans bone the bfooy 
of lively fruits, to himſelfe and all others 
p:ofitable , will never bee waſhed atvay 
with the wafer of wzetchedneſſe. But the 
moꝛe it is died in the Warne of true tl ⸗ 
all, the betttt it is. duch are the true th fl- 
bien of God, of whom our L020 1 0 | 
thus; yee which ha ye forſaken all 1095 
tor me, all, that is, yee that babe ut 
the will of inne, ſhall receive nevi let 
times more , that is, ree ſhall nof only 18 
celb 
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teide the tr& of Paradiſe, ba: alſo the he 
ritage of heaven. Theſe other two are bas 
ſtards, becauſe what they p2omtſed in 

their Baptiſme, they w2ought all the con» | 
frary, thzough their wicked living. And | 
therefoze he that deſireth ts obtaine the 
topes of heaben,mult abide ſtedfaſtlyin the 
p:ofeſſion and p2aciſe of god life E man 
ners, and then by Chꝛiſt her ſhall obtaine | 
the tre of Patadiſe. U to which hes bzing 
us, who liveth t raigneth foz ever. Amen. 


The Argument. 

God ſo loved ſinfull man, that hee ſent his 
ghely begotten Sonne to redeeme him 
out of the captivitie oſthe world, to reſt 
with him in the joyes of heaven, 


The third Hiftorie. 
E Rome there dwelt ſome time a no⸗ 
ble Emperour named Diocleſian, who 
loved ercevingly the dertue of Cyaritie. 
Mherefoze be deſired greatly to know 
what Fowle loved her Bird beit, to the 
intent that he might thereby grow to 
moꝛe perſed Charitie. Jt foꝛtuned upon a 
dap, that the Cinperour rode to a Foꝛreſt 
ta take his diſpoꝛt, whereas h found the 


veſt of a great Birn (called in Latine 
15 Seruch't 
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Stcruchio Cameli, in Englich an Oſttidge) 
* With ber young, the which young Bird 
the Emperour tooke with dim and cloſgy 
+ her in a veſell ofglaſle. The Dam ot 
| this little Bird followed unto the Empe⸗ 
{+ rours Pallace, and flew info the Pall 


were her young one wos. But when ſh& 
/ ſawher pong, and coul» nest come ta her, 
naz get her out, ſhe returned againe to the 
fioꝛreſt, and abode there thzee dayes, and at 
tze laſt ſh& came againe fo the Pallace, 
bearing in her moukd a UWo2me called 
| Thumare : and ingen ſhee came where her 
voung one was, the let the wozme fallup- 
'' onthe.glafſe, by vertue of which wazme 


| the glaſſe bzake, and the young one flew 
fioꝛth with her dam, JUhen the Emperour 


; ſawthis, be pꝛaiſed much the Dam of the 
Bird which 4aboured ſo diligently to de⸗ 
; Uverher young. 


The Morall, 
Deare friends, this Emperour is the 
' 4 Father of Yeaven, which greatly loveth 
| || then that live in perfect love and charitp: 
This little bird taken from the fozteſt, x 


cloſed in the glaſſe. wis Adam our forefas 


| ther, which was exiled out of Paradiſe, e 
vat int» the glalle, that is, hell. This hea- 
54 ring 


th r 
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ring the dam ol the bird, that is, the en 


of God, hee deſcended from headen, unta 


the fo2reſt of the Mozld and lived there 
tha dayes, bearing with him a wozme 
that is manhood, acco2ding tothe Pſal- 
miſt, I ama worme & no man. This man 
was llaine among the Jewes, of whoſe 
blood the veſſell oternall was bzoken, and 
the Wird went ont, that is, Adam went 
faxth with his mother the ſonne of God 
and flew to heaven. 


The Argument. 


A cleane ſpirit and undefiled ſoule is the 
Daughter of God, ſo deare unco him 
that hee beſtowes her not upon the rich 
man wanting wiſedome, but upon the 

e man that is wiſe and liveth in his 
feare, which if ſhee have at any time 
tranſgreſt by frailty of fleſh, then ſee- 
keth ſhee for recovery for her health by 
the medicine of amendment of life: 
ſuch a ſoule ſhall be eſpouſedto Chriſt, 

and live with him in the world to come 
everlaſtingly. 


The fourth Hiftory 
Dmetime dwelled in Rome a wozthy 
Empercur and a wiſe, which had a 
WB 2 fairs 


1 
| 


| 
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faire daughter and gractons in the ſight 
bol every man. This Emperour bethought 
him on a dap, to whom hee might give his 
de ughter in marriage, reaſoning thus: 
If Jgive my daughter to a rich man, and 
hie bie a foo le, then is ſhe loſf, but if J give 
her to a pe man and a wiſe, then may he 
get dis living by his wildome. 
There was at that time dwelling in the 
Citie oł Rome, a Philoſopher named So⸗ 
crates, pœꝛe, and wiſe, which came to the 
Emperour and ſaid ; Py Lo2d, be not diſ⸗ 
pleaſed though J put fozth my petifton 
befoze your Yighnefſe, The Emperour 
(aid: ſpeane on, Then ſald Soctates: My 
L920, pe have a daughter whom A deſire 
above ali things. The Einperour anlwe⸗ 
red and lald: My friend, J ſhall give ther 
my danzhter to wife upon this condition, 
that if thee die in thy ſellowſhip after that 
the is eſpouſed to thee, thou ſhalt without 
doubt loſe thy head, Tyen ſatd Socrates, 
upon this condition J will glavly take her 
to my wiſe. The Emperour hearing this, 
called all the Lo2ds 4 States of his Em⸗ 
pire, and made a great feaſt at their wed- 
ding. And after the feaſt Socrates led home 
his wife to his owne houſe, where ther 
lived in peace and health long time. Bat 
x a 
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at the laſt this Emperonrs danghfer ſick - 
ned to death. UWhen Socrates perteived 
this, he ſaid to bimſelfe, Alas and woe is 
me, what ſhall J doe, and whither (hail A 
flie, if the Emperours daughter that is 
my wife ſhould die, And foz ſozrow this 
Socrates went fo a fozreſt there beſide and 


wept bftterly. 


Then while hee thus wept and monr- 
ned, there came an aged man having a 
ſtaffe in his hand, and asked him why her 
mourned, Socrates anſwered and ſatd: J 
eſpouſed the Emperours daughter upon 
this condition, that if ſhee dye in my fel- 
lowſhip, J Gould loſe my life, now ſhe 
is fickned to the death, and J can finde no 
remedy noz help, and therefoꝛe Y mourns. 
Then ſatd the old man: We of geod com- 
fozt, fo2 J ſhall help you tf pe will doe af- 
ter my councell. In this fo2relt bee thzee 
hearbes, if you make a dꝛinke of the firſt 
foz ygur wife, and of the other two a plat- 
ſter, and if pe uſe this medicinal dzink and 
plaiſfer in due time, without doubt He? 
ſhall recover her pertec health. Socrates 
did all that the old man had taught him. 
And when his wife had uſed a while that 
medicinall dzinke and plaiſter, within 
ſhozt time ſhee was perfectly whole of all 
3 her 
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her ſickneſſe. And when the Empercur 
beard ihat Socrates had lo recovered his 
wife, he pzomoted him to great honour. 


The Moral], 
Deare friends , the @mperour is our 

Ko2vJeſus Chꝛiſt, bis Daughter ſo faire 

and ſo gracions is the ſcule, made to the 

) ümiliinde of God, which is full glcztous 

ſ inthe ſight of him e of his Angels, while 

that ſhe is not defiler, but abicethin her 

| 


own proper cleanneſie. This ſoule God 
would not give it to a rich man, but to 
a pooze- that is, a man that is made of the 
é flime of the earth. 
tt ThisSocrates is a pooze man, fo why? 
t every man commeth pooze and naked into 
Y, this wozld from bis mothers belly, and 
/ every man takes his ſoule in wer locke 
1. upon ſuch condition, that if ſhe dye in his 
ſellawſhip by deadly ſinne, without doubt 
he hal loſe eternal life. Therefozs © thou 
man, if thy wife ſicken thzongh frailty 
of fleſh, unto fin, doe then as Socrates did, 
goe unto the foꝛreſt, that is, the Cturch of 
Chꝛziſt, e thou ſhalt finde there an old man 
with a ſtaffe, that is, a diſcrat Preacher, 
which ſhall miniſter unts the theſe the 
bearbs, whereof may bee tonſeded _ 
dicine 


— 
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dicine ofthy recovery unto health. The 


ſecdnd ts Repentance : and the third ts, 


newneſſe of life accozding to the will of 


Oos, It theſe hearbes bee uſed in ylaiſter, 
x the finner without doubt ſh all receive his 
2 health, and his ſonle ſhall be delivered 
2 from ſinge, and aſſure diy hee ſhall habe e- 


s | verlaſting life. Anto the which bzing us 


e our Lozd Jeſus. 

o The Argument, 

'o Many fooliſh Idiots of the world, which 
ge flow i in abundance of che worldy wealth 


and thinking tney ſhalllive here 
— laboared wy. by the prea- 
chers of Gods Word, and admoniſhed 
of their momentarie felicities, and to 
prepare themſelves in beſtowing well 
their ſhort time here, toenjoy the bleſs 
fings of everlaſting felicitic in the world 
to come. 


The fifc Hiftery, - 
Dmetime there raigned in Rome a 
mighty Emperour and a wiſe, named 
Fredericke, who hav one onely mann 
whom he loved mach, This Empercur 
when he ly at * mad” 
| m 


firſt hear b is acknowledging of ſinne: the 


| 


| 
| 
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him his ſonne, and ſaid, Deare ſonne, J 
have a ball of gold which I charge ther on 
my bleCing'that thou anon after my death 
half give to the verieſt foo le thou canſt 
finde. Then ſaid his ſon: My Lo2d, with - 
out donbt pour will ſhall be fulfilled. Anon 
this young Lo2d after the death of his fa- 
ther. went and ſought many realmes, and 
found many wꝛetchles foles, but becauſc 
bee would ſatisfie his fathers will her 
ſeught till bee came to a realm where the 
law was ſuch , that every yeare a new 
King was choſen,who had the ruling of the 
realme fo2 one yeare onelp, and at the 
yeares end hee was de poſen, andeFCiled in- 
to an Jlard, where he finiſhed his life. 
When the Tniperours ſonne came to 
this realm the new ing was chofen wity 
great honour, and bzenght unto his Re- 
gall ſeate with much muſicke and great 
reverence. And when the Cmperoars ſon 
ſaw that, hee came unto him, and ſaluted 
him reverendly, ſaying ; Pr Lo2d, loe J 
give unto pou this ball of gold on my fa⸗ 
thersbebalfe, Then ſaidbe, J pzay the 
tell mee the cauſe why thou giveſt mee 
this Ball. Then anſwered hee, and ſaid: 
My father charged mee on bis death bed, 
that JI ſhould give this ball to the _ 
ole 
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fle that J could finde: wherefozeJ have 
ſonghk many Realmes, and have found 
many fœles, but amoze fle then thou J 
never found : foz it is not unknowne tg 
thee that thou ſhalf raigne but a yeare, & 
at the yeates end thou ſhalt be exiled into 
luch a place whereas thou thalt die a mt- 
ſerable death, wherefoze J hold thee foz the 
molt fo le that ever J found, fo2 as mach 
as foz the Lo2dihip of a yeare thon wilt 
ſs wil'ully loſe thy ſelfe: andtherefozeJ 
give the this ball. Tben ſaid the King, 
without doubt thou ſateft fruly, and there⸗ 
fore while J am now in full power of this 
Realme, J will ſend befoze me great trea⸗ 
(ure, wherewith J may ſuſtaine my lelfe 
from a miſerable death, when IJ ſhallbes 
eriled and put downe. And ſo this was 
done: and at the peares end when hee was 
exiled, bee lived there in peace, and dped 
after a god death. 


The Morall. 


Deare friends, this Emperour is the 
Father of Heaven, the which bequeathed 
the ball, that is, woz2loly riches to fies 
and ideots, who ſavour nothing but that 
is earthly. This Cmperonrs Donne isa 
Pꝛeacyer oz diſcreet Miniſter, that travel- 
leth 


The Hiftory of 
leth abont to many Realmes and 


nas, 
to ſhew unbeleving men and fa 


their 
| perill. Tye Kealme wherein no King 
might raigne but a year,is the woꝛlo. Foz 
who ſo liveth and hundzed yearee, when be 
vyeth he hall ſeeme to habe lived but the 
ſpace of an houre : therfozedo as the King 
did while ye be in power of life,ſend befoze 
yon your treaſure, that is, firme faith in 
Chꝛiſts merits, t the fruits of Gods woꝛd 
p2occeding from the ſame. Then certainly 
when wwe bee eriled out of this wozlv, was 
hall live in peace, ana ſhall find the mer- 
cy of God plentifully, wzereby we thail 
obtaine eternall life. Unto which being 
us he that foz us ſhed his pzecious bloud. 


5 The Argument, 
The evill diſpoſed men of this world are 
here advertiſed of their greedy griping 
alter the ſweet temptations of the divell, 
wherein ſuch doe rejoyce till death com- 
mech ſodainely upon them, aud then 
they fall into the horrible pit of deſolate 
darłeneſſe due to their deſerts. 


The ſixt Hiſtory. 
Iocleſian raigned in the city of Nome 

L in whoſe Empire dwelt a noble Phi- 
| loſopher 
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loſopher, who by his Art ſet up an Image 
in the middeſt of the City af Rome, which 
Image ffretched out his arme, and his 
fozmolt finger, whereupon ſtood this Po⸗ 
ſep written in Latine: Percute hic, Strike 
here, This Image after the death of the | 
Philoſopher, ſtood along time, and many | 
great Clarkes came fo2 to read the ſuper⸗ | 
ſcription that was on the finger, but none 
underſto d it: wher foꝛe the people wondꝛed 
much. At laſt, a lang time after, ther came 
a ſtrange Clarke ont of a farre Ceuntry, 
and when he le w tbe Image he read the | 
ſuperſcripticy,Scrike here, And then upon 
a day when dee ſaw the ſhadow of the 
band, be tooke a mattocke, and bzote up 
the gronnd under the hand where the ſhae 
dow was, accozding to the underſtandin g 
of the ſaper'cription, and anon h fon 
an douſe all of Parble underneath the 
ground, wherein he found ſg much riches, 
ſo many Jewels, and ſo great mar vel, as 
bee never ſaw beſdze. And at the lad hee 
ſaw a table ready covered, and all manner 
of things neceſſary thereto ſet thereupon. 
De further bebeld, and ſaw a Carbuncle 
in the hall that lig hted all the houſe. And 
againſt this Carbuncle on the other ſide, | 
fiod | 
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ffod a man holding a bow in his hand 
and an arrow ready to ſhegt. The Clarke 
marvelled much when hee ſaw all theſe 
things, and thought in himſelfe, ik that J 
tell this fozth, there will no man beleeve 
me, and therefoze J will have ſom what of 
theſe goods in token thereof. And with 
that he ſaw a knife of gold upon the table, 
the which hee tooke and would have put in 
his boſome, but anon the Archer ſmote 
the Carbuncle t bzake it, wherewith the 
whole houſe was ſhadowed and made 
darke, and when the Clarke perceived it 
7 he wept moſt bitterly,fo2 he knew no way 
to get out, fo2 as much as the houſe was 
made darke through the bzeaking of the 
Carbuncle. And that darkneſſe abode fill 
foꝛ ever after. Andſofiniſhed the Clarke 
bis life there in that darknelle⸗ 


The Moral). 


Veate kriends, this Image thus tan- 
ding ts the Divell, which ſaith evermoze, 
© Strike here, that is, ſek after earthly ri⸗ 
ches. and nat foz heavenly treaſure. This 
I, Clarke that digged with the mattocke, be- 
q rokencth the wozldy wiſe men of this 
woꝛld, as ſonie cvill diſpoſed pleaders of 
the law, craftie Attnznics, and other — 
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ked woꝛldlings, that be ever ſmiting,whaf 
by right, and what by wꝛong, ſo that they 
may get the vanities of the wozld : and 
in their ſmiting they nde great woanders, 
that is, they finde therein the delights of 
the wozlo, wherein many men reiopee. 
The Carbuncle that giveth light is the 
poutg of man wich giveth hardineſſe to 
take their pleaſure in wozldly riches. The 
Archer with his arrow is Death, which 


lapes watch againſt man to lay him. The 


Clarke that tcoke up the knife, is every 
wo21lvly man that coveteth ever to have all 
things at his will. Death ſmiteth the cars 
buncle, that is, the pouth, ſtrength , and 
power of man, and then lpeth he wꝛapped 
in darkneſe of ſinne, in which darkneſſe 
oftentimes he dyeth, Therefoze ſtudie wer 
fo five the world and her vaine delights, 
and then wee ſhall be ſure to win everle- 
ſing lie, unto which Chzift Jeſus bꝛing 
us all. Amen. b 


The Argument. 


Wee are here generally put in minde, that 


the devill beſieging the world, our cham- 


pron Chriſt leſus is ready to take our 
quarrell in hand, ho deſendinꝑ and ſa- | 


ving us from the inyaſian and circum- 


YCntion 


| 


| 


i 
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vention of Sathan, is yet accurſed for us 
as a tranſgreſſor, and is content to ſuffer 
death for our full juſtification. 


The ſea venth Hiſtory. 

15 Nome delt ſametime a mighty Em⸗ 

peroar named Titus, who o2dained in 
his dapes ſuch a Law, that what Knight 
dyed in his Empire ſhould be buried in 
dis armour, and whoivever pzeſumed fo 
ſpople any Knight of his armour after ha 
was dead, ſhould dye Without any gaine- 
ſaping. It befell after within few peares 
that a Citie of the @mpire was beſieged 
- ofthe Emperours enemies, and was in 

danger of loſing, fo2 none that were in the 
Cifte could defend themſelves by any 
manner of policie, wherefoze greatſor- 
row and lementation was made thzongh-s 
out the City. 

But at lat, within few dapes, there 
came to the Citie a young night, wel- 
favoured, and valiant in ſeates of armes, 
whom the wozthy men of the Cify behol- 
ding and underſtanding his pzoweſſe, crys 
ed to with one voyce: Dthou moſt noble 
night. we beſeeb the to helpe us now at 
our molt node, foz you may ſæ this Citp 
is like to be loſt . Then hee * 

aid 


er 
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ſaid : firs, ve ſee I have no armanr, but if 
J had, J woulo de fend pour Citie. 

This hearing a mighty man of the Ci- 
tie, he ſaid to him ſecretly, Sir, dere libed 
ſometime a valiant Knight, who now is 
dead, and buried within the Citie, and it 
it pleaſe yon to take his armonr, t may 
defend this Citie, and deliver us from pe⸗ 
till, and that will be honour unto you, and 
p2ofit unto the Citie. 

The young Knight hearing this, went 
to the grave and arrayed himſelſe with 
the armour, and after much fight obtay-. 
ned the victory and delivered the Citie. 
Which done he laid the armour againe in 
the grave. Wut there were ſame men of 
the Citie who cnvied him becauſe be had 
obtained the vicozy, and accuſed him to 
the Judge, ſaping thus: Dir, a law was 
made by the @mperaurz that whoſoever 
diſpopled any dead Knight of his armour. 
ſhould dye, This young! Knight found a 
dead Knight, and take away his armour, 
therefoze I beſ@ch ther, that thou pzocev- 


in the law againſt him with cquitie and 


iuſtice, in giving bim ſevere punichment 
faz ſo offending the Law. Uhen the 
Juſtice heard this, he made the Knight to 
be taken : and when her was examined of 

this 


% 
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this his treſpaſſe againſt the Lalo, h ſald 
thus: Sir, it is written in the Law, that of 
two harmes the leaſt is to bee choſen. It 
is not nnknowne to you that this Citie 
was in perill to be loſt, and had J not ta. 
ken this armour, J had neither ſaved you 
no; the Citie, therefore me thinkes you 
onght rather to honour mee fo2 this god 
diede that J have done, then thus ſhame- 
fully to repzove me: oz J am led as he 
that is ready to be hanged. Al ſo god firs, 
another thing J may alledge fo2 my excuſe 
be that ſtealeth o2 robbeth violently, pur- 
poſeth not to reſtoze the thing which hee 
ſtealeth, but it is not thus with mee, foz 
though J tooke the armour of the dead 
Knight fo2 your defence 4 ſifegarp, when 
Jhadobtained the vico2y, Þ bare itagaine 
to the ſame place, and to the dead Knight 
that is his by the Law. 

Then ſaid the Juſtice , a Theofe Chat 
b:eaketh a houſe that hee may ſteale and 
beare a way ſuch as he can finde, although 
bee bzing againe that hee hath taken, J 
aſke of the tf that the bꝛeaking ofthe houſe 
be lawfull oz not: The Knight anſwered, 
ſometime the breaking of the houſe may 
bee god, whereas it is made in a feeble 


place, which would cauſe the maſter ol the 
bouſe 
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honſe to make his wall fronger, that the 
theves after bꝛake not by fo2ce the wals 
ſo lightly, foʒ avoyding of moze harme; 

Then laid the Juſtice, if the bzeaking 


oer the houſe be god, neverthelefſe, in that 


S We. 


breaking violence is done fo the Loꝛd of 
the houſe, And ſo, though thou dioſt reſfo:e 
the armour of the dead Knight, neverthe⸗ 
lefſe thou didſf wzong to the dead Knight 
in taking away his armour. The Knight 
ſaid J have told pon, that of two harmes 
the leaſt is to be choſen : and that harme 
where th2ough great godneſſe commeth, 
ought not to be called harme, but it ſhoulp 
rather be called got Foz if an houſe with ⸗ 
in the City were on fire, e began to burne, 
it were better that thzæ o2 foure houſes 
there by ſhould be th2owne ta the ground, 
then that they ſhould bee ſet on fire alſo, 
whereby all the City ſhauld hee burned : 
right ſo, if the Armour of the dead Anight 
had not been taken, the City had been loſt? 
And when the Judge heard that be an- 
ſwered ſo well and ſo reaſonably, he could 
give no jadgement againſt him. But they 
who had accuſed this knight , flew him: 
ko whoſe death there was great weeping 
thzoughout all the City, and his body was 
hononrably buried mg new Tombe. 


The 
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The Morall. 


Deare Friends, this Cmperonr is the 
Father of Yeaven, and this Citte ts the 


wozld, which ls beſieged of the Devill any | 


deadly Sin , and as many as were within 
the Citie, were all in perill ts be loſt. This 
young Knight that came to the Citie, is 
our Load Jeſus Chʒiſt, who had not the 
armour of humanity, till he went to the 
Grave, that is, the wombe of the glozious 
Virgin Mary, by the Annunciation of the 
Angell, ſaping: The holy Ghoſt ſhall light 
on thee, & c. Loe, thou ſhalt conceive and 
beare a Sonne. And thus in the Mombe of 
the Mirgin he foke the armour of the dead 
Lnight, that is, the man-hod of Adam our 
ſozefather, and ſaved the Citte,that is, the 
Uozld and Mankind by his bleſſed Paſ- 
ſion that he ſuffered on the Croſſe, and he 
put the Armour againe info the Grave, 
when his bleſſed Body was buried, but 
the Citizens envied him, that is, the Jewes 


accuſed him to Pilate, ſaying : If thou ſuf- 


fer him thus, thou art not Cæſars friend: 
wee have a law, and after the law he ought 
to dye, Iohn 19. 12. And thus our Lozd 
Jeſus Chzilt of his Enemies was cons 
demned to the death of the Crolle, and — 

* 
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ter aſcended up to Heaven, whither her 
bzing us all. Amen, 


The Argument. 

The fornication of wicked worldly men is 
here detected. By the providence of Ged 
and by his gracious favour the ſinner is 
delivered out of thethraldome of ſinne, 
unto the liberty of life everlaſting. 

12 raigned ſometime in Rome x 

mighty Emperour anda wiſe,named 

Berolde, who ozdatned a Law, that what 

woman was taken in adultery, her huſ⸗ 

band being alive , ſh& ſhould be caſt into 

perpetuall Pꝛiſon. There was that time a 

Knight that had a faire Lady to his wife, 

who committed ad alter her huſband be⸗ 

ing alive, and was with childe, therefoze 
by the Law cher was put in P2iſon, where 
in ſhoꝛt time ſhee was delivered of a faire 

Donne. The Child grew up till her was 

ſeven peeres olde, and his mother daily 

wept bitterly: which when the Childe 
heard, he laid to her © other, why weps 
ve thus? and foꝛ what canſe are you thus 
perplered 2 Then ſaid his Mather: O my 


[wet Don, J have great canſe to mourne, 
C 2 and 
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and thou alſo, foz above our heads are 
people walking, and the Sunne ſhineth in 
clearneſſe, and we be here continually in 
ſuch darkneſſe, that J can neither ſ& the, 
noꝛ thou me. Alas that ever J conceived 
thee. Then ſaid the Don, ſuch joy as you 
ſpeak J never ſaw, foz J was boznehere 
in this darkneſſe, therefoze if J had meat 
and dzinke enough. J would live here all 
my life : therefozePother wepe not, but 
be chearfull. This lamentation that was 
betwen the Mother and the don the Em⸗ 
perours Steward heard, that ſtcogd above 
their heads, whereof he hav great compaſ⸗ 
ſion, andwent to the Emperour, e kneę⸗ 
ling heſought him of his Grace, that the 
Mother and the ſonne might be delivered 
out of Pꝛiſon. The Emperour as a mer- 
cifull Lo2d granted that they ſhould be de- 
livered. Nevertheleſſe, if they treſpaſſed 
ſo in time to come , they ſhall be punt- 
ſhed with double paine. And after ſhe was 
delivered ſhe lived joyfnlly. 


The Morall. 

Deare Friends, this Emperonr is the 
father of heaven that made this Law, that 
what married women, that is, what ſouls 
thats eſpouſedfothe opp, any oth com- 

m 


that is, from the jopes of Heaven. Her 
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mit adultery, that is, doth woꝛſhip range 
Gods, ſhould be caſt into the pꝛiſon of hell. 
therefs2e the ſinfull ſonle hath great canſe 
to weepe, foz ſhe is debarred from light, 


Sonne that deffred meate and dzinke, are 
the wealthy wicked Moꝛldlings, that ſay 
fo the Pꝛeachers that pꝛeach unto them 
the joyes ol Heaven, that while wee may 
live and have all the ſolace ofthe wozld we 
defireno other Heaven. The ſteward that 
beard their lamentation is the Lozd Je- 
ſas, who knowing all the pꝛibities of our 
ſozrowfull and repentant hearts foz dur 
ſins, beſought the Father of Heaven foz 
us, that wee might be delivered from the 
pꝛiſon of ſinne, and ſo come to everlaſting 
life. Unto which he bꝛing us all. Amen. 


The Argument, 


Chriſt proclaimeth the joyfull feaſt of hea- 
ven, whereto the lame, that is, thepoore 
Preachers of the Goſpell, having their 
ſight or knowledge in Gods word ſup. 
ported by the blinde Laytie, and each 
mutually comforting other, they ap- 
proach unto the proclaimed feaſt of 


perpetuall felicity. 
| | E 3 The 
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The ninth Hiftory, 
— in Rome dwelt an Empe- 
Orour named Pompey , who above all 
other things was mercifull. This Emxe⸗ 
rour pꝛoclaimed thzoughout all his Em⸗ 
pire a great Feaſt, and that pooze and rich 
ſhould come tothe feaſt; and whoſoever 
came to that feaſt Gould not onely be well 
fed, but alſo he ſheuld have great gifts. 
When the Yerauld had watned all 
manner of men to come to this featt , at 
that time there were two pcaze men lying 
bop the wap, the one being lame, andthe 
other blind „Alas, ſaid the one of theſe 
g men to the other, wos to us both, how 


ſhall we doe: for the Emperour bath pꝛo⸗ 
£1 claimeda feaſt, aud whoſcever commeth 


4 thither, ſhall nest onely be well ted, but alſo 
ſhall have great gifts, 4 J am blind, and 
thou art lame, how ſhall we& doe? Then 
$ fatdthe lame man to the blinte man, J 
ſhall give the god counſell, if thou wilt 
doe alter mie, J am lame and fe&ble,+4 may 
not gee, nevertheleſſe J can le, and thou 
art blind but ſtrong: take thou me upon 
the backe 4 beareme, & J ſhall dire thee 
the right wap, © thus wer Gall both come 
to the Empercurs feaſt. Then ſaid the 
blinde man, let it bee ſo, get thau on my 


vache 
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back, and J Gail beare the, and guide 


e- thon mer, and ſo they did, and came both 

ll to the feaſf, and received great rewards: 

C and after ended their lives in peace. 

5 f 

b The Morall. 

« Deare Friends, this Emperour is or 

l Saviour Jeſus Chzift, that pzoclaimeth a 
Feaſt, that is the joyes of heaven, unto the 

[ which joyes he calleth all Pankinde, and 

fezſaketh no man that will come nnto him. 


This lame man betokeneth the poze Pi- 

| niſters of the Goſpell, which wanting 
wozldly wealth, live by the P2ovidericeof 
God . And this blinde man betokeneth the 
Lay-men who know not the right way to 
Deaven. It hehoveth the blind man, that 
is, the Lay-men to beare the lame man; 
that is, the Miniſters of the Goſpell, ſu⸗ 
ſtaining and feeding them withthe duties 
df the Church: and the Piniſters in Gods 
canſe are bound to teach and to infozme 
us in the wap to Heaben, whereas wir 
ſhall not onely have a feaſt, but alſo gteat 
reward and joy, Unto which God bzing 
us all. Amen. 


The Argument. 
Hea yen and Hell are here compared to 
C 4 t wo 
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two Cities, to theſe Cities are two con 
trary wayes: to heaven which is the Ci- 
ty of all heayenly treaſure aud felicity) 
is a Harrow, crooked, craggy, and paine- 
full way, having three enemies, the Di- 
yell, the World, andthe le ſh. To Hell 
| (being the City or ſinke of ſorrow and 
dneſle) a faire way, broad, plaine and 
eaſie, having three guides, that is, Pride 
of life, Coveteouſneſſe of the eycs, and 
Concupiſcence of the fleſh, 


ee fas ae 


| The tenth Heftory. 

} —— in Rome dwelt an Empe⸗ 
DD tour named Folliculus, who was very 

wiſe 4 mercifull in all his wozkes. This 


Citie, wherein her put all his treaſure to 
bee kept. Tinto this City the way was ſto⸗ 
| i ny, full of Bꝛambles and ſharp Thoz2nes, 


* 
yt 


15 


and thze Knights were armed ready to 
fight with them that would come to that 
City. Therefoze the Emperour o2dained 
that whoſoever overcame theſe nights, 
9 ſhould enter the Citr, and take at his will 
of the Emperourstreaſure. After that, 
this Emperour did make in the No2th a 
|| City, wherein her o2datned all manner of 
paine, ſozrow, and fozmenting fo2 male- 
1 factozs, 


' 
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facto2s , fo which was a bzoad way very 
delectable, growing full of Roſes and faire 
Lillies,t in their way were tha Knights 
tber waiting, if any men came towards 
the City ot their Nozth, to ſerve him with 
all manner of delicates & neceſſary p20- 
viſclon. And if it foztuned that any man 
did enter within that City, the cuſtome 
was ſuch , that the people would binde 
| him hand and fote, and caſt him into pꝛi- 
ſon , there to abide the ſentence of the 
Judge, 

When this was cryed thzoughout all 
| the Empire, there were two Knights 
| dwelling in one City , one named lona. 
| thas, who was a wiſeman : the other cal- 
led Pirrhus, who was a Fooleznevertheleſſe 
| there had continued betwane them great 
| lobe. This Ionathas ſaid fo Pirrhus, 
| deare friend, there is a common cry made 
| thzoughout all lands, that the Emperour 

bath made a City in the Taff, wherein he 
| bath put his treaſure, and whoſoever may 
| enter that City, ſhall take what be will 
ok the treaſure, therefoze let ns goe thither. 
| Then ſaid Pirrhus thy Caunſell is god. 
let us goe. The wiſe Knight ſaid, it it 
bee ſo that thou wilt follow my connſell, 
I pzay tha that faithfull friendſhip may 
continue 
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continue betwiene us and in taken of 
tove thou ſhalt dzinke my blond, and J 
will dzinke thine, on this condition, that 
neither of ns leave other in this journey. 
The foliſh knight ſaid, it pleaſeth m& 
right well, wherefoze they were both let 
blond, and each of them dzanke others 
bloud. When this was done, they went 
fozth together on their journey, and when 
they had gone thz& dates journey toward 
the City where their treaſure was, they 
cameto a place where were two wapes, 
one ſharpe and ſfony, and fall of thoznes, 
the other was faire plaine and fall of de- 
lights. Then ſaid the wiſe Knight to this 
fellow: deats Friend, here are two 
waies, one ſharpe t thozny, nevertheleſſe 
if we goe this way, we ſhall come to the 
City that is ſo rich, g there we ſhall have 
that we deſire. Then ſaid the foliſh knight 
to his fellow , J wander greatly at you, 
that you will ſpeake ſuch things, foz J 
will rather beleeve mine eyes then pour 
wo2ds, I ſ&here openly.F ſo doe you, that 
here is a hard way full of thoznes,+ as J 
have heard, there bee tbz& Champions. 
armed in this way ready to fight againſt 
all men that goe towards the City of the 
Caſt, e thereloꝛe J will not goe that —= 

u 
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but here is (as you may ſ&)another way, 
plaine, and eaſie to walke in, and in this 
way there are th2& Knights ready to ſerve 
us, & give us all manner of things delight. 
full fozus 2 and therefoze by this way will 
J goe, and not by that other way, Then 
ſaid the wiſe Knight certainely if wer goe 
by that way, we ſhall be led into the City 
of the Pazth, wherein there is no mercy, 
but perpetuall paine and ſozrow. there 
we ſhall be taken and hound and caſt into 
pꝛiſon. Certainely ſaid the fœlich Knight 
this way is the ready way, and as J be⸗ 
leve, it is moze p2ofitable then the other 
way. Then went they both fozth the faire 
way, e anon th2& Knights met with them, 
which received them courteoufly fo2 one 
night,and gave them all manner of things 
that were pleaſant to them. And on the 
mozrow they toke their journey fozth to- 
ward the City, e when they were with- 
in the City, anon the Empero2s officers 
met with them, and ſaid: Friends, why 
come pt hither , inſomuch chat pe know 
the law of this city is ſo cruel of long time 
heretofoze ; ſurely, v ſhall be ſerved now 
after the law. Anon they toke the wiſe 
Kntght,and bꝛought him, and put him info 
pziſon,,anq after that they toke the fooliſh 

Anight 
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J;nighf, and bound him faſf, and calt him 
into a Ditch. Senne alter it befell that the 
Auſtice came to the City to give judge- 
ment on them that had freſpaſſed the law; 
and anon all the pziſoners were bꝛought 
fozth befoze the Juſfice, among whom 
theſe two Knights were b2ought fozth, 
one from pꝛiſon, & the other from the ditch. 
When ſatd the wiſe knight to the Juſtice 3 
My reverend Lo2d,J complaine of my fel- 
low that is guilty of my death : foz when 
we two came to the two wayes, whereof 
the one led to the City of the Caf, and the 
other to this Cify, J fold him all the perill 
of this City, and the reward of that other 
City, but hee would not belteve me, but 
ſaid to met in this wiſe: J will bel&eve 
mine owne eyes better then thy wozds, x 
becauſe be was my fellow J would not 
let him goe alone in this wax: and thus 
came J with him, wherfo2e he is the cauſe 
of my death. Then ſaid the foliſh Knight, 
J complaine that he is the cauſe of my 
death: fo2 it is not nnknowne to you all, 
that J am a wle, & hea wiſeman, and 
therefoze he ſhould not ſo lightly have fol- 
lowed my folly, foz if he had fozſaken this 
way, A hound have followed bim. & there- 
foze he iscauſe ofmy death. Then ſaid the 
Aulkice 
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Juffice fo thy wiſe knight, becauſe that 
thon with all thy wiſdome, ſo lightly con⸗ 
ſentedit + followedff the will of the fole, e 
bis fooliſh wozks: and thou Fele becauſe 
thou didſt reject the god counſell, and ad⸗ 
vice of the wiſe, c wouldſt not beleve him, 


J give judgement, that ye both be hanged 


foz,your treſpaſſe: and ſo tt; was done, 


Wherefoze all men pꝛapſed greatly the 


Judge foz his diſcrat judgement, 


The Morall, 

Deare Friends, this Emperour is'Al- 
mighty God, t in the Eaſt is the Cite of 
beaven, wherein is treaſare infinite : And 
unto this way is a hard way and full of 
Thoznes, that is, the way of Repentance, 
by which way full few walke : foz it is 
hard and ſtraight, accozding to the holy 
Scripture, ſaying thus. Arcta eſt via quæ 
ducit ad vitam: It᷑ is a ſtraight way that 
leadeth to everlaſting life. 


In thts way are tha armed Knights, | 


that is, the Devill ,theUWozld,e the Fleſh. 


with whom it behoveth us to fight, and to 
obtaine the vicozy, befoze wee may come 


to Heaven. The (ſecond City that is in 


the Bozth is Yell : e to this accozdeth the | 


Scripture, ſaying thus: Ab aquilone po- 


ac tur 


| 


| 
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netur omne malum: Out of the Pozth 
commeth all evill. Certainly to this City 
the way is plaine and bzoad, and walled 
About on every ſide with all manner of 
Delights, wherefoze many men walke by 
this way, The th2& Knights that give fo 

every man going this way what thing 
them pleaſeth, are theſe, Pꝛide of life,Co- 
betouſneſſe of the eyes, andConeupiſcence 
of the fleſh : in which thꝛer the wzetched 
man greatly delighteth , and at the lait 
tex led him to Hell · This witty Knight 
vetokeneth the ſoule, e the fooliſh Knight 
4 betokeneth the fleſh , which is alway fo! 


a | liſh; and at all times ready to doe evill, 


TCypeſe two are fellowes and knit in one: 
fo either of them d2inke others bloud, 


that is, they ſhall dꝛinke of one cup, either 


ol jop oꝛ paine which they ſhall have after 
the dapof Dome. 

4 The Sonle choſeth the way of Repen- 
tance, and in as much as ſhe may, ſh e 


W Cirreth the fleſh to doe the ſame. But the 


| | fleſh never thinketh what (hall come after, 


4 andtherefoze the goeth on in the delights 


| ofthis UWozld , « flieth the vertue of Re- 
pentance. And thus the ſoule after death 
is caſt into Hell, and the fleth is caſt into 
the diech, that is into the grave. nung 
| the 
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the Judge commeth, that is our Lo2d Jes 
ſas Chꝛiſt at the laſt day to indge all man- 
kinde- Zhen the @oule ſhall complaine 
upon the fleſh,and the fleſh upon the ſoule. 
But then the Judge that cannot be decei⸗ 
ved ſhall condemne the Sonle, becauſe 
ſhe followedfhe frailty of the fleſh, and the 
fleſh becauſe it would not beleeve the ſoule. 
Whersfoze let ns ſtudy to tame our fleſh 
that we may obey God ; and then we ſhall 
have eternall life. Unto which bzing us 
our Lozd Jeſus Chzift, Amen, 


The Argument. 
The Seule of Man being poſſeſſed of the 


Princely Teriterie of Paradiſe, was by 
the Devill provoked to fin againſt hee 
Creator, and for the ſame tranſgreſſion 
(being thence into the wide World exi- 
led) loſt that her heritage : but by Chriſts 
bleſſed Death and Paſſion was reſtored 
unto a more happy heritage of eyerla- 
Ring felicity. 


The eleventh Hiſtory. 
There dwelt ſometime in Rome a 
mighty Emperour named Frederick, 
which had no Childe, but one cnely 
daughter 
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Daughter to whom this Emperdur after 
his deceaſe bequeathed all his Empire. 
This underſtanding an Carle that dwelt 
there beſide, he came to this young Lady 
and wooed her, and pꝛovoked her to ſinne 
all that hæœ might: whereby this young 
N Lady inſhozt pꝛoceſſe of time inclined to 
the Carle, and this Carle anon lay with 
ber and defiled her: and after that hee 
dꝛabe her from her heritage, and exiled 
her out of the Empire, wherefoze the 
made great lamentation, andfled unto a 
Realme there beſide, whore ſhe daily wept 
and mourned. 

It befell after on a day, tbat while ſher 
ſate mourning by the high way ſive, there 
came riding by her a faire young Knight 
upon a Yozſe , and came towards her a 
great pace, and very courteonfly ſaluted 
ber, aſking her the cauſe why ſhee mour- 
ned ſo ſoze, Then anſwered ſhee and ſaid: 
my reverend Lozd, Jam an Emperours 
W daughter,deſcended of royall blood, my fa- 
ther is dead, who left me all his Empire, 
bvbecauſe he had no other ghetre. And after 
dis deceaſe an Carle there befide deceived 
me. defloured my virginity, and after that 
he put me violently out of my heritage, 


ſo that J now am faine to begge me bꝛead 
from 
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ritage. God fo2bid -_ I Gould take any . 
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from doe to doe, and this is the cauſe of 
my ſozrow, Then ſaid the knight : faire 
Damſell, J have great compaſſion on thy 
beautie and thy comelineſſe : therefoze if 


thou wilt grant me one thing, J will fight 


foz thee againſt the Carle, and J will aſſure 
the the vico2y. Then ſato ſhe, alas god 
fir, J have nothing that J may give unto 
you but my ſelfe. And J aſke no moze of 
the ſald the night, but that thou wouldeit 
be my Wife; and love no man ſo much as 
me. Then ſaid ſhe : Reverend ſir, that J 
will doe gladly,and moze tf I might. Then 
ſaid the Knight: J will that you doe no⸗ 
thing foꝛ me, but if it foztune me to die in 
the fight foz the, and obtaine the vicozte, 
thou ſhalt take my bloudy ſhirt , and hang 
it upon a beame in thy Chamber: and this 
thou ſhalt doe foꝛ two cauſes. The firlt is, 
that whenſoever thou beholdeſt the ſhirt, 
thou ſhalt wer p foz me. The ſecond is, that 
whatſoever man come to woe the to be yts 
wife, thou ſhalt then haſtily runne unto 
thy Chamber, and there beholding my 


$ bloudy ſhirt,think heartily within thy ſelfe 


thus. 
The Le2dof this ſhirt dyed fo2 my lobe 
in battaile, by which her recovered my he ; 


other 
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other man alter his death. Then ſaid ſhe&, 
Reverend fir , all this J ſhall fulfill by the 
g rate of God, And whenthe Knight heard 
thts, her aſlayed to fight againſt the ſaid 
Earle, and obtained the victozy, and the 
Carle was overcome, and fled, and this 
young Lady was bought and received 
againe into her heritage. Nevertheleſſe 
the Knight was deadly wounded in that 
batteli; whereof he died 2 but ere he dyed 
he bequeathed his bloudy ſhirt nts this 
Damfeli, deſiring her to keep ber pꝛamiſs. 
When this yourig Lady heard.of his death 
the wept ſoze, foz in his ſhirf was wzought 
thi 


: 

Thinke on me, and have in miade 
Him, that to thee was ſo kinde. 

Anon when ſh& had received this ſhirt 
1%! th& hanged it upon abeame in her cham- 
ber, and as oft as ſhe beheld it, hie wept 
£7 bitterly. It befell not long after, that the 
States of the Empire came to her, and de- 
fired her fo take an husband: but then ſher 
went to her chamber, and beheld the blog- 
dy chirt, and waxed ſozrowſull, and ſas 
oftentimes woe and alas, thou ſuſferedit 
death foz my lobe, and thon alſo recobe- 
redſt againe my heritage: God fo2bid that 
Athauld take any other man but ther. — 
us 
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thus ſhe anſwered every man that came to 
ger: and ſo they went away diſappoia'ed of 
their purpoſe, and he ended her life in reſt. 


The Morall. 


Deare Friende, this Emperour is the 
Father of heaven, and his daughter is the 
Doule of Man, made to the ſimilifude of 
God : fo whom hee gave and bequeathed 
the Empire of Paradiſe. But there came 
the Earle, that is, the Devill,anv pzovoked 
her to inne, when ſhe eat ofthe Apple, and 
ſaid to her thus: In what houre yee eat of 
this Apple ye ſhall be like Gods. Mhere⸗ 
foze wee bzeaking Gods commandement 
were ertled out of Paradiſe, to libe in this 
woꝛld in great w2etchedneſſe,as the Scrip⸗ 
ture laith: ln the ſweat of thy face thou 
ſhale eat thy bread, But then c ime a faire 
poung Knight, and a ſfrong, khat is, our 
Lo2d Jeſus Chʒiſt, who had compaſſion up⸗ 

on Mankind, indtaking upon him our fleſh 
and blond, gave battell fo the Devill, and 
obercame him: and thus wan he agata ons 
heritage. Thetefoꝛe let us da as this pong 
Lavy did, let us lay this blovy ſhirt, thax 
is, the remembzance of the Paſſion of 
Chziſt, on the beame of our hearts, iet us 
ID 2 think 
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think how aur Lo2d Jeſns ſhed his pꝛeti⸗ 
ons bloud foz us. And if any man, that 
ie, if the Devill, oꝛ any other would ſkirre 
us to ſinne, let us think pꝛeſently on the 
Paſſion of Cbziſt, ſapxing thus: will take 
none other but thee , who haſt ſhed thy 
blond fo2 me : and thus ſhall wer winne 
everlaſting life, Unto which God bzing 
us all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


We ate here generally advertiſed of honou- 
ring the Sabbath day: how, for the re- 
deeming of time, tobe occupied in ghoſtly 
contemplation, is profitable to the ſoule 
and body, Alſo Preachers of Gods Word 
oftentimes for ſaying truth purchaſe ill 
will, If webeſto w our talents in the am 
plifying of Faith, and furthering one of 
another with good works; we ſhall then 

inherit the fruition of eternall life prepared 


for Chriſts Ele. 


The twelfch Hiſtory 
Ometimes dwelt in Nome a mighty 
Emperour named Apollinus, which oꝛz⸗ 
datned a Law that every man upon paine 
of death ſhould telebꝛate the day of his na⸗ 
kivity. This Emperour called fo — - 

ar 


Geſta Komanorum, 
Clark that was hight Virgil, and (aid : Wy 
deare Maſter, there be many haynous of» 
fences done in my Empire contrary fo the 
he Law, therefoze A p2ay thee that thou by 
thy cunning would make ſome craft 
by whereby J may know who treſpafleth a⸗ 
* gainſt the Law privily o2 openly. Then 
1g ſatd Virgil, Py reverend Loꝛd, your will 

ſhall bo. done. Anon this Virgil thzough 

bis craft made an Image in the mivſt of 

the Citie of Rome, which denounced and 
u- told the Emperours mellengers who freſ- 
- paſſed againſt the Law, t who not. There 
ly was at that time dwelling in the Citte of 
le Rome, a @miththat hight Focus, which by 


rd no meanes would celebꝛate the Nattvitie 
ll of the Emperour. It befell upon a night, 
2 as the Smith lay in his bed, hee though? 
of upon the Jmage that accuſed many men 
* befoze , dzeabing leait the Image would 
d accuſe him, wherefaze hee aroſe and went 


tothe Image, and ſais, J make a vowto 
God if thou accaſe mee, A ſhall bzeake thy 
head: and when he had thus ſaid hee went 
r | home, The Emperour on the mozrow 
4 following, ſent meſſengers to the Amage 
e (as befoze-fime hee was accuſtomed ) to 
know and underſtand who had treſpaſſed 
agatnſt the Law. And to them then laid the 
D 3 Image 
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Amagelift up your eyes and behold what is 
ingraven in my foꝛe · head. And when they 
ioked up, they law this poſey wzitten. 
Times be changed, and men become worſe 
and worſe. Foz hee that will ſay the truth, 
ſhall have his head bzoken, Therefoze goe 
ver (o2th to your Lo2d, and tell him all that 
pe have heard and ſeene. The meſſengers 
went fo2th and told the Emperonrall they 
had heard and ſtene. 

Then ſaid the Emperoux, arme your 
ſelbes and goe to the Image, and if that 
vou finde any man that hath menated £2 
thzeatned to hurt the Image, bind him 
hand and fovt, and bꝛing him unto mee, 
Then went the mellengers fozth to the 
mage, and ſaid to it: teil us the truth if 
an man have thꝛeatnedthe, and we ſhall 
revenge the enon. Then ſaid the Image: 
Make the Smith Focus, foꝛ hee ts the man 
that will not honcur the Nativitie of the 
Emperour. Straightway the Pellengers 
| ledfozththe Smith befoze the Emperour :- 
end there examined him why hes kept not 

the dap of the Emperours Nativity in re- 
verence and honom, accoꝛzding to the Law? 
Then anſwered the Smith and ſato: Ke⸗ 
verendLo2d, J beſ#ch you that you wtll 
heare mine ercuſe, and if J anſwer not 


reas 


+ reaſonably to all manner of 


m. 
| points that ye 
hall ask me. A will pes me fully fo pour 
Gzace. Then ſaidthe Cmperour, J will 
bearethee, and that which is right, that 3 
will ae. | 

Then ſaid the @mith, I muſt have eight 
ponce every day in the week, and that J 
cannot get without great labour, and there⸗ 
foze A may not keepe that day holy day 
mo2e than other dapes. Then ſaid the Cm. 
perour: why muſt thou have theſe eight 
pence 2 Then ſatd the dmith: J am bound 
to pay daily two pence : and two pence J 
lend: and two pence I loſe; and two pence 
I ſpend, Then ſaid the Emperour: tell 
me mo2e erpreſſely of theſe eight pence, 
Then ſaid the @mith : J am bound ebery 
day to pay two pence to my Father: foz 
when J was young , be ſpent dayly two 


pence on me, which J am bound to pay 
dim agatne foz his ſuſtentation, and two 


pence I loſe on my wife. Then (aid the 
Emperoar, why loſeT thou that t wo pence 
on thy wife? Then ſatd be; where ſaw ye 
ever woman but ſhe had ove of theſe pro · 
perties: either (he wis wilfull t cantrary 
ta her huſband, 02 hot of complexion: and 
therefoze that I give her J loſe. Alſo twa 
pence A lend fo my ſonne where with he 
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is ſuſtained, that when J came fo age and 
poverty he may pay me two pence again, 
like as J toe my F-ither.AlioAJ ſpend two 
pence on ny ſelfe in meat, and d2ink, and 
that is little enoug?. Then ſaid the Empe- 
rour, thou haſt anſwered well and wiſely. 
Not long after the Emperoꝛ dye d, and this 
Smith Focus was choſen to be Empercur, 
becauſe he ſpent his eight pence lo wiſely 
and ſo p2ofitably, and thus be ended his life 
in peace end reſt. | | 


The Moral! 

Deare Friende, this Cmperour is our 
bleed Davicur JeſusChziſt, which oꝛdai⸗ 
ned by bis holy L-w that every man ſhould 
ker pe the holy Sibbath day This Virgi! 
that made this Image, is the holy Ghoſt, 
who eſtabliſhed among us Pre chers to 
teach vertnes and repzove vices, ind thep 
ſhouldnot ſparethe pœze no; the rich. But 
now i a Pzeacher ſhould ſpeake the truth 
againft any man, hee ſhall be thꝛeatned by 
the enemies of Chziſt, that is. by e vill men 
that neither lobe Godno2 man. M herefoze 
the Pzeacher may ſay naw a dapes, that 
Poley which was wzittenin thefoze-bead 
ofthe Image, Times be changed from good 
co ill, and men be daily worſe: for who ſo 
would 
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Geſta Romanorum. 
would ſpeak thejtruch now ad ayes (hall have 
his head broken, Therefoꝛe it is n&@dfull 
they be armed, that is, D zeachers ought to 
beſarmed with vertuous examples of god 


ue, and then they net not feare, becauſe 


they have the truth of God to ſt nd bothem 
accoꝛding to the A poſtles ſaying: if God be 


with us, who can be againſt us. 


By this Smith Focus, is underfiop 
every god Chziſtian man, who daily 
ſhould ſpend bis time in reda ming of 
every houres ttavell with ſome pꝛollt co2- 
pozall oz ſpirituall: andthen onght hee to 
be pzeſented befoze the heavenly Empe⸗ 
rour. This Focus paid two pence to his 
Father, and ſo wee ſhould pay to our Fa- 


ther of heaven two pence, that ts, honour {| 


and love. Foz when we were the children 
of wꝛelchedneſſe, and in bondage, Almighty 
God (ent downe to the earth his Sonne 
to redeme us, accezding to . lohn the 
Evangeliſt, ſaying; God loved the world 
ſo well that he gave his onely begotten 
Sonne for the ſalvation of the world. Alſo 
this Focus lent two pence to his Sonne: 
that is, every Chʒiſtian man ought to lend 
to the don vt God, our N od Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
true and un kained faith, and krui tſull god 
wozks and deevs in our life, and hes will 


repay 


ne Hiſto * 7 
repay us againe at the day of dome with 
bish2avenly mercy, when ſoule and body 
ſhall be glozifled. And that he is our b2o- 
ther may be proved by the text of Eſay,ſay, 
ing, A child is borne to us. This Focus loſt 
two pence ta his wife ; his wife betoken- 
eth the fleſh , upon whom thou loſeſt two 
pence, that is, unla wfull lope and conſent 
to finne, becauſe the fleſh is contrary to 
the ſpirit,and is ever ſubjen fo ſinne. This 

Focus alſo ſpent two pence on him ſelte: h 
the firſt penny ye ſhall underſtand repeu- 
tazce, whereat the Angells in heaven dog 
greatly rejopce: by the ſecond penay yg 
Mall underſtand perfec perſeverance in 
amendment of life : fo2 be that ablyeth 
unto the end hall be ſa ned. And he that 
ſpendeth well theſe two pence ſhall obtain 
everlaſting life, Anto which bzing us dur 


Lozd Je(us Chziſt Amen. 


The Argument. 


Man being blind through fung, andeichet 
by infirmiry of fraile fleſh, or ſuggeſtion 
treſpaſſing with evill andlewd company 
though God of his mercy be fayourable 
umo him in his liſe time, hy rea ſan of che 
foreſaid reſpect, yet if he accuſtomably 
walk eon forward in this worldly wic - 

kedneſſe 


Gelta Romanorum. 
neſſe his wilfull blindneſſe ſhall notexcuſe , 
him, but accuſe him in the day of judge» 
ment, moſt grieyouſly. to have offended 
God, in abufing his mercie offered, and 
therefore the leſſe worthy to have the re# 
ward of the ſimple ſoule that repentantly 
and with modeſty livethto the fruition of 
everlaſting blide. 


The thirteenth Hiſtory. 


Dmetime in Kome dwelt a noble Em⸗ 

perour, which among all other vertnes 
loved beſt mercie : wherefoze he o02dained 
aLaw, that every blind man ſhould have 
an hundzed ſhillings by the yeare of bis 
treaſure. It befelil on a day that certaine 
men came fo a Taverne to dzink wine, 
and after that thoſe men had ſittten in the 
Taverne th2& dayes, the ſourth day they 
were greatly in debt fo2 the wine: where - 
foze theUintner come to them and deman⸗ 
ded mony fo2 his Wine. Then ſaid one of 
the Dzinkers, irs, the Emperour hath 
made ſuch a Law, that every blind man 


' hall have an hundzed ſhillings of his trea⸗ 


ſure: therefoꝛe let ns caſt lots among us. 
and to whom ths lot falleth, let his epes be 
put out, and ſo he may goe tothe Emperoꝛs 
Pallace, and get an hundzed ſhillings te 

diſ⸗ 


The Hiſtory of 


diſcharge us Pow this connifelt liked them 


well: ſo they calf lots, and the lot fell on him 
that gave the counſell, and his fellowes tm- 
mediatly put out his eyes, 

And when hee was blind, hee went to 
the Tmperours p allace, and aſked an hun⸗ 
D2ed ſhillings of the Steward accozding to 
the Emperours decree.  Deare F2iend, 
ſaid the Steward, thou didit ſee with both 
thing eyss a while ſince, thou alſo under, 
ſtandeſt the Law amiſſe : foz the Law is 
made-fo2 men that are blind thzough in 
firmities, oz by the will of God, but the 
other day thou hadſt thy ſight in the Ta- 
verne, and haſt wilfully loſt it. Therefoze 
goe to the Taverne ag aine fo thy fellowes 


and diſcharge there what thou owelt, foz 


bere getteſt thou not a fartying, Then 
went this wꝛerched man fozth and told 
bis fellowes of the ©fewards anſwer, and 
with that came in the Uinfner and diſpop⸗ 
led them of all their clothes, and beat them, 
and thus dzobe them with ſhame out of 


the Citie: And ſo were they never after 


ſan there. 


The Moral, 
Deare Friends, this Emperour is our 
Saviour Chzift , who ozdayned a _ 
a 


Geſta Romanorum. 
that every blind man ſhould have anhun- 
dzed ſhillings of his treaſure. This blind 
man betokeneth every Sinner, who ſin- 
neth th2ough infirmitfy, oꝛ the eutiſing of 
the Devill, the Moꝛld, and the Fleſh, and 
ſhall receive an hundzed ſhillings, if ha 
be inwardly repentant of bis unnes: that 
is, hee ſhall have an hundzed times moze 
joy, accozding to the Scripture, ſayiag, 
Yee ſhall receive an hundred times more 
joy if yee repent and turne rom hane, and 
alſo yee ſhall have everlaſting lifes Theſe 
men that came fo the Taverne to dzink 
Wine, be Sinners, who offentimes 
come ts the Taverne of our Adverſary 
the Devill, to dzink of his carnall appes 
tites chat is,they there conſume and waſte 
away all ſpirituall vertues, which they 
received when they receided the Satra⸗ 
ment of Baptiſme. Mhere the Devill 
dur Enemie diſpopleth them of all their 
good deeds that ever they hate wzought 
befoze. They call lots, that is, they caſt 
among them the cuſtome of ünne, and 
this lot of linne falleth on (nch as are un⸗ 
thankfull and mercileſſe: and ſuch a man 
wilfully becommeth blind, tyat is, he be- 
commeth wiltully a ſoule ſinner like Iudas 
that befrayed our Lo2d without any ſug⸗ 
geſtion 
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1 N Rome ſomttme dwelt a mighty Ems 


The Hiſtory of 
geſtion oꝛ intiung . And therefoꝛe ſuch men 
ſinne moſt gtievoully. UMhen they come 
befoze the Steward, that is, befoze the 


Pꝛelates ot the Church. they can hardiyob⸗ 


taine an alfurance of Heaven, becauſe they 
be not in the right way to leave their in. 
Zherefoze let us ſtudp with all viligence 
to pleaſe God, that wæ maꝝ obtaine ever- 
laſting life, which is laid up in ſtoze fo all 
thole that live modeſt lp, lo king fo2 eternal 

ſalbation. Unto which bzing us our Lozb 

Aeſas Chzitt. Amen. 


The Argument. 

A certain yow of love being made betweene 
cheſoule of every faithfull Chriſtian and 
Ieſus Chriſt, we are to conſider the mer- 
cifull and prom Covenant of God to- 
ward the faithfull, and to be carctullbf 
this Covenant, and we are to ſtudy to per- 
forme our yow, ſo as wee at the prefixed 

day of promiſebeingundeſiled, may thets 
by purchaſe the promiſed place of ever- 
laſting glory, prepared for all them that 
ſeek the glory of Ged, and their ſoules 


health. 
The fourteenth Hiſtory. 


perour named Philominus, who had one 
only 
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Geſta Romanorum, 
onely Daughter, who was faire and gra⸗ 
tious in the ſight of every man, who dad 
je to name Aglaes. Where was al's tn the 

Emperours pallace a gentle Knight that 
F lobed dearly this Lady. It befell aſter 
upon a day, that this Knight talked with 
this Lady and ſecretly uttered his deſire 
into her. Then tHe ſaid courteoufly, ſ@ing 
yon have uttered to me the ſecrets of yoar 
heart, I will like wiſe fo your lobe utter 
fo you the ſecrets of my heart, and truely 
J ſap that above all other J lovs pou be. 
Then ſaid the Knight J purpoſe ta viſite 
the holy land, and therefoze gide ma your 
troth, that this ſeven peares pon hall 
take no other man, but only fo my love 
tofarryfo2 mee ſo long, and if 4 come not 
ag aine by this day ſeden yeares, then taks 
what man you like beft. And likewiſe J 
pzomiſe pou that within this ſeben yeares 
J will take no wife. Then ſaidſhe this 
cobenant pleaſeth me well. When this 
was ſald, each of them was betrothed to 
other, and then this Knight fwke his leade 
of the Lady, and went to the holy Land, 
Dhoztly after the Emperoar treated with 
the King of Pungary foz the marriage of 
his daughter. Then came the King of 
Hangary to the Emperours pallace to ſw 
bis 


ters to the Bing of Yungary , paying 
him 


The Hiſtory o l 
bis daughter, and when her had ſe&ne her, 
he liked mar vt llous well ber beauty and 
her behaviour , ſo that the Empetour and 
the King were accozred in all things as 
fouchingthe marriage, upon the condition 
that the Damſell would conſent, Tien 
called the Emperout the young Lady fo 
bum, and ſaid: O my faire Daughter, J 
habe p20vied fo2 the,that a King ſhalt be 
the huſband if thou liſt to conſent, therefoze 
tell me what anſwer thou wilt give to this. 
Then ſaid che to her Father, it pleaſeth me 
well: but one thing deare Father, J intreat 
of you if it might pleaſe pou to grant me: 
and this it is, J habe vowed to kepe my 
virginitp, and net to marry this ſeven 
peares, thereſoꝛe deare Father I beſeech 
vou fo2 all the love that is bet went pour 
gracions Father- ho and mee, that ye 
name no man to be my buſband ill theſe 
ſeven peates be ended, and then J hall be 
ready in all things to fulfili your wil. Then 
ſaid the E mperour, ſith it is ſo that thou 
halt thus voweo, J will not bꝛeak thy vaw, 


but when the'e ſeven pears be expired chou 


Gait have the King of Hungary fo thy 


huſband, 
Then the Emperour ſent fazth his Lef- 


m; 
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friend whone poder te whine 

or ey then? - The Knight an 
and ſald, 1 am of the Empire of Rome 
and no am lately come from the ns 
Land, and J an ready to dog you ths be 
ſorhlee g can. And as they rode t al 


the warte began to rain lo lo kaſt ty it all 
Go the 


the kings apparell was ſoze wet. Then 
ſaid the K 


ad e 


dt my Lozd, ye habe done 
fooliſhly, ſoꝛ as much as ye bꝛougbt not 
With you your honſe. Then ſaid the ing, 
why ſpeakeſt thou ſo ? Py houſe is large 
and bzoad,andt.made of ſtones and mozter, 
how. ſhould J then bzing with ma my 
Vouſe : thou ſpeakeft like a foole, When 
this was ſaid, they rode on till they came 
to a great deep water, and tha King (mote 
 hozſe with his ſpurs any leapt into the 
ter, fo that der was almoſt vzowne?, 
When the Knight ſaw this, and was over 
gn the 8ther ſide of the water without pe- 
rill,be ſaid to the ing: ye were in perill, 
and therefoze ye did fœlichle, becanſe y& 
bought not with you your Bzidge. Then 
ſaid the King thou ſpeakeſt Krangely,my 
rn 

eth in quantity moze then half a mile, 
how ſhould 4 then bears with mat my 
Bꝛidge ? therefoze thou ſpeakeſt foliſhly. 
Mell ſaid the night, my fwliſhneſſe may 
turne the to wiſdome. M ben the King 
badridden a little further , he asked the 
Koajght what time ol dap it was. Then 
ſatd the Knight,if any man bath lit to eat, 
it is time ot the day to cat, and therefoze 
my reverend Load, J pa you take a 
mModicurn 


modicum with me,fa; that is ns dichenaut 
to you, but gteat honout to mes befoze the 
States of this Empire. Then ſaid the 
Ring : J will glavly eat with the. They 
late both do done in a faire Aine Garden; 


the King had walhed; ths 

the King : Py Lo2d, quoth 

—— done foliſhlp, fo that pee 

. not with yon pour father and mo⸗ 

ther. Then ſaidthe King, what (aiff thou: 

my Father is dead, and my other is eln 

and maynot travell, how ſhould J tyen 

bzing them with me ? therefoze to ſay the 

truth, a fo man then thou art did J 

never \@. ſaid the Kight, every 
wok is pzaiſed at the end. 

Aden the Knight had ridden a little 
further, and was nigh the Emperours 
Pallace, he asked leave to goe from him, 
fozhe knew anearer way to the Pallace fo 
the young Lady, that he might come tit 
and carry her away with him. Then ſaid 
the King, J pzaythe& tell me b what place 
purpoſeft thou to rids e Then ſaid the 
Knight, J will tell vou the truth: this day 
ſeven peares I left a net in a place, any 


now J purpols to viſte it, and vzaw it ti 
E 3 mg 
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me, and if it be whole, then vill] take it þ, 
to me. and hep it as a pzecions Jewell, but |. 
it it be bzoken then will J leave it: and 
when be had (aid thus hee the his lea 
of the King, and rode fo2th, but the King 5 
keytthe broad high . 1: þ 

Wheo the Gmpers; bearp af the Kings | 
comming, he wont to warde dim with. a 
great company, and ropally received him, 
caufing bim to ſhift his wet cigathes, and 
to put on freſh apparell. And hen the 
Emperour and the King were (oat meat, 
the Emperour. welcomed him with all 
the cheare and ſolate that hs cauld. And 
when be had eaten, the @mpexour asked 
tidings of theKing. M Led, ſaid her, J 
Gall cell you what J yeard- this day by 
the way. There came a knight to me, an 
tebetentiy ſaluted me: and anon after, 
there leli agreat raine, and greatly ſpoiled 
my apparell. And anon the Knight ſaid: 
Air pou habe done foliſhle, tos that von 
bzought-not with you. your. houſe. Ghen 
ard 52 : a — 9 

on, A cloake, quoth the Bing. 

Then ſald the Empexour, oe thas » 
a wiſe man, ſoꝛ the houſe whexeofhe ( 
was a cloake, and therefo2e he laid to you 
chat you did 


\ folifhly, becauſe pou came 
without 


Geſta Romaharum a 
pithont your cloake foz if g had bzought- 
pith vou a cloake, then yourcloathes had 
at bene ſpotted with ratne, Then ſaidthe 
king, when he had ridden a little further, 
dee came to depe water, and A ſmote mg 
* Wazſe with my ſpucres, and J was al⸗ 
noſt dzowned, but he rid thorow the was 
er without any perill : then ſaid he to me, 
& did foolithly, fo2 that ye bꝛought nat 
ith pou your Bꝛidge. Uertly, ſaid the 
Emperour, he ſaith truth : fo2 be calledfhe 
5:idge your Squires , thathoald habe 
idden befoze you, and aſſatd the depneſſe 
f the water, Then ſaid the King, we rode 
arther, and at the laſt hee pꝛaped mee to 
ing with him. And bohen de had diner, he 
aid, J didunwiſely, becauſe A b20uzbt got 
vith me my; Father and Pother. Trulę 
aid the Empero2,he was a wiſe man and 
ald truth: foz he called pour Father and 
Bother, bzeade wine, andgother viduals, 
Then ſaid theuing: we rode further. and 
anon after hi askedme leave to ga from 
nee; and A asked earneſtly. whither hee 
vent, Ann hes anſwered againe and ſaid: 
Tbis day: ſeven yeares I left a net in a 
2ivate plate, and now 1 will ride to (eg 
t, and il it be biken oz tozne, then will 
eabe it: * as J leſt it, then all 
3 44 
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he Hiſtory of 
it be un to me right pꝛecious. When the 
Cmperinr heard this, hecryedwith a loud 
voyce, and ſaid; O vg my Knights and 
ſervants, come yee with me ſpeedily unto 


my Daughters Chamber, foz ſarelpthat *! 


is the net of which he ſpake. And fozth- 
withhis Knights and ſerbants went unto 
bis Daughters Chamber, and found her 
wet, fo2 the ſozeſaid Knight had taken her 
with him. And tbus the King was vecet- 
ved of the Damſell. And he went home as 
gaine to his owne Country aſhamed, 


The Morall 


Deare Friends, this Emperour is our 


Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and his faire Daugh⸗ 
ter is everlaſting liſe, which the Empe⸗ 
rour had s2dained fozKings,Knights,and 
other men. The Knight that loved this 


young Lady, is every gud Cbꝛiſttan ſonic, 


which holdeth himſelf not woztby to come 
into the ſight of God unto ſuch joy, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, The ſufferings of this time 
arc not worthy to attaine to theglory that 


is to come, This knight was ſeveri pieres 


abſent from his love: lie aBagood Chrf- 
ſtian all the dayes of his life could la- 
bour and travell in fulfilling the ſeven 


woꝛks ot mercy. By the Ring that came 
vith- 


—  — .— — 


mulcicude of fins : but many men have not 


Geſta Romanerums 
without a cloake in the raine, is to be un- 
derftcod ſome mighty men of this Mold 
which have Clokesto cover all their other 
clothes. By this Cloke ts tinderffod Che- 
rity,as the Apoſtle ſaith: Charity covers a 


this Cloke, wherefoze ther are met with 
the raine of Þ2ive, Averice and Lechery. 
MLhis King alſo was almoſt dzowner, be- 
canſe he lacked his Bꝛidge, that is, perfect 
faith: foz as we ſc that no man may page 
over a great water, bꝛoad and depe,with- 
out a Bztoge o2 ſome other thing that is a- 
ble fo beare him: Kight fo, without faith 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: fo2 Chꝛiſt 
ſaith, If ye have faith as a graine ef Ma- 
Rardeſced, then may you ſay to the hils re- 
move out of your places, and they ſhall te- 
move. Butmanyof us now adapes habe 
very feble faith, and therefoze do ſuddenly 
kal into the clay of deſperation and by dead⸗ 
ly fins oftentimes offend God. Alſs this 
King had not bzonght with him his father 
and his mother. By the Father which is 
cauſe of generation, isunderſfod Bumt- * 
lity, without which there is no bertue in 
any man, and there. toaccozdeth S. Grew 


_ gory, ſaying, Hee that gathereth all other 


vertues without Humility, is like a man 
E 4 that 
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I | Chat caſteth tuft, into the wind. Nis othet 

betokeveth Bops;therefoze he that wil ob- 
| taingeverlaſting liſe, muſt have the cloak 
ol Chartir, tbe baivge of Faith, and — 
ther of Þ&@kneſſc, and a Pather ol Yope , - 
asche Apoſtle ſalt, _. 120 
Alco this knight went the narrow way,-- 
and the ing the bzoad way ez hee that 
wil be ſaved, mut go a trait way that is, 
the way of Faſting. Almeſd&@ds,Chaſtity, [ 
and Repentance, Df the which way ſpea- 
#4 keththe Apoſtle, The way is ſtrait which 
leadeth unto everlaſting life, Wut-many 
men goe the other way which leadeh te 

Pall, that is, vy the way of fleſhly luſt ; and 
uch men go out ot the way of everlaſting. 
lie. Theretoze ſtudy we to walke the uat⸗ 

row way, that thereby we may obtaine 
0 everlaſting life. | | 


p The Argument, 

By the Hiftory is figured,as appeares inthe + 
| Morall the ſoule of every good Chriſti. 
an, held of him as bis Daughter : but be- 

nung ſeduced, carried away, and defiled by 

Satan her fouleenemie, {hee is reduced 

by the Nelpand valiant proweſle of her 
heavenly Chapmion Chriſt Jeſus unto 
her former Habitatior. Vet man being 

*: i ungrate- 
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Seſta Roman orum 
ungratefull to his Redeemet, forgetteth 
his duty, and for good reward! th evill to 
his Champion Chriſt leſus, delivering 
him to be judged by the Law, as an Of+ 
fender:but when the Champion avouch- 
eth what he hath done for man and his 
FSoule, then is he with ſhame of his ingra- 
titude conſtrained to remorſe, and call fot 
grace to repent and amend his life, that 
by the deach of bis Champion Chriſt, he 
may obtaine eternall life, 


The fifeeeoth Hiſtory. 

Ometime dwelt in Rome a noble Em⸗ 
perour named Agias, which had retai- 
ned unto him a Knight named Gerard, 
which was a wozthy M arrioꝛz, neverthe- 
leCe hie was asmeaeke as a Lamb in the 
Emperours Court, but in the field he was 
like a Lion. This Emperour had a faire 
Daughter, whom the ſtrong and mightte 
earleof Peleſter caried per foꝛce away, and 
defiled; which moꝛze diſplea ſed the Empe⸗ 
tour then the carrying of her away. Ther⸗ 
foze he called unto him his Councell, and 
ſaid; Dear Friends, the violence done 10 
me in deflouring of my Daughter, is not 
unknolone to you, and therefoze J purpaſe 
to zi ve battell to the Earle; wheretfo:e 1 
may 
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p3zay you to be ready at a day, that ys may 
p20ce&d with me in battell. And they ſaid : 
Dir, we be ready to live and die with you 
in battell. | 

When the appointed day of baftel came 
they met on both ſides, am a craell ſharp 
conflict was pzoſecuted on both ſides, and 
almoſt all that were on the Emperours 
part were Caine. And as the Emperour 
himſelfe was fo2ctbly aſſailed, the Knight 
Gerard put himſelfe among the enemies 
befoze the Emperour and fought manful- 
ly, and ſo the Emperour efcapev, and the 
night abode and ſlue the Earle, neber⸗ 
theleſſe the Knight had divers wounds. 
Notwithſtanding this, ber abode ſt ill till 
the blood ran do wne to his foot. And when 
the enemies ſaw that the Earle was llain, 
they fled, and the Knight with his people 
followed on the chaſe till theycame to the 
place where the ©mperours Daughter 
was, and led her with him. And thus with 
triumph and victozy,he returned againe to 
the Emperonr. Foz the which vicdoꝛy and 
te- obtaining of the Tmperozs Daughter, 
be was greatly p2atſed of all people. Not 
long after it befell that this Knight had a 
ſuit in the Cmperoars Court, wherefoze 
tee Knight came unto the Emperour and 
pꝛaped 
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pꝛaxed him me&kly to be fabsurable to his 
canſe, and furthermoze deſtred dim ts doe 
reaſon tonehing his honeft demavv, 
When the Emperour had heard bim he 
calledto him a Juſtice, and ſaid, Þir our 
will is that you doe all equity unto this 
Knight, And when the Knight heard tyis 
bee cryed with a loud voyce: Alas, alas, 
who ever heard of ſuch an Emperour, 
Thou wert (ſaid hee hin battell,where thy 
bead ſhould have beene (ſmitten off, and J 
in mine 6wnperſon,(andnone other man) 
put my ſelſe in jeopardy foz thee, and ſa⸗ 
ved ther, and now thou haſt aCigned ano⸗ 
ther man fo be Judge in my cauſe : Alas 
that ever thou wert bozne, and with that 
wozd the Knight put off all his cloathes, 
and ſhewed his wounds that he had reect- 
ved in the battell, unte all the men that 
were there pꝛeſent, and ſaid: Loe, what 
have J ſuffered ſoz thee, O Empercur. J 
did put no other man in my tead,and now 
thou aſſigneft another man in my cauſe. 
@othly I ſap to tha that J never ſervzd 
ſuch a Lv2d befo2e, 

When the Emperour heard this, being 
almoſt confounded in himſelfe, hee ſaid : 
O dear Friend, all that thou ſaiſt is truth, 
thou ſaved} me from death, thou ſony 
obtaine 
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obfaine my Danghter againe, and fo2 my 
ſake thou ball (affered many wounds: ve- 
rilp it is right, that J in mine awn per ſon 
came downe and make an end of thy cauſe, 

lo as may be to thy content and to mine ho. 
nour. And then the Cmaperonr laboured 
very buſtly in his matter, and made there⸗ 
of an end accoꝛding to the knights requeſt: 
wherefoze all men greatly commended 
the Emperout. 1 


— 
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Dear Friends, this E mperour map be 
called ever Chziſtian man, 02 elſe alt 
mankind, which had a fair Daughter, that 
is to ſay the ſoule, made to the flmilitude 
of God, This Earl betokeneth the Devil, 
which carrieth away, anddefloureth by 
fnne the ſoule of man, th>oogh eating of 
the fruit of the fozbidden tre& : wherefoze 
all mankind was in thzalvom; till a ſfrong 
and vaitant Anightcame and pat himſelfe 
on the Croſſeto (uffer death, xs a Reda⸗ 
merof mankind from the Wevill. Foz if 
that had not been, we had all been partay 
ers of thꝛaldom ever laſtingip: and this 
Anight revucedand re · obtatned the ſoule 
af man unte tbe Church, wherefoze"h&© 
ſuffered many great wounds in his 3 
nd 
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And now this knight, that is, our Loꝛd 
Jeſas Chꝛiſt hath a matter to dee among 
us, that is, to finde in us perfect faith: 
wherefoze he calleth dailꝑ on us that wer 
would be ready at all times, ſaving thus in 
Apocalypſe the 3. Loe 1 ſtand and knock 
at the doore, if any man will open to me, 1 
will come in and ſup with him. But ma⸗ 
ny men dee as the Emperour did, the 
which appointed the knight another Judge 
then himſelſe, faz now anayes — 1 
ſome men that will doe ng-yepentance ( 
the love of. him which aſſianed no other 
man but himſelfe: tefight fo2 us. And 
theretoze agalaſt unthanꝶ full perſons it 
ſhall be ſais thus. Moe hwy ſuſteted fozus 
on the Croſſe, diſpolled oi ali his clothing, 
bo Hewed aus alt his. wands that 
BD: GS $4 1560S; 30; 

Be we thevefaze- thankſull yato Gad 
fo2 all hid gtaces, aud bes cuntent that 
wee may luter (02 bis love ſome ſoꝛram- 
tull repentanca. . Fog dee ſ hat ſuffereth 
paine fo2 the lobe e Go in this life, hall 
receive a hundged times moge reward 
in the Ufe everlaFing, Anta the which our 
— Jeſus Chiſt bzing all mankinde. 

men: A Ws 


The 
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The Argument, I 


[} The ſoule of man is here warned to eſchue 


| Ft had a faire Paughter named Aglas. This 


the pleaſant baics and ſubtill crafts of the 
Devill, chat ſhee yeeld not to his allure» 
ments, leſt hee get the vantage of this 
mortall courſe from her, and bereaye her 
of her joyes in the life to come. 


The Gureench Hiſtory : | 
FT Vere dwelt ſometime in * a wit · 
tie Emperout named Pompey, which 


Daughter had many vertues above all 
bther women in that Empite. Fitſt, he 


was faire and gracious in the ſight of eve- 


tp man, ſhe was alſo ſwift in running, 
ſo that no man might overtake het by a 


right ſpace. When the Emperour under - 


{| Ld theſe two vertnes in his Daughter, 


| de wasright joyfull : Wherefoze he p20- 


claimed thzonghont ali bis Empire, that 


wat man poœze 82 rich would runne with 
bis Daughter, ſhould, have her to wife, 
with great riches; if her conld over runne 


{ her,andcameſconer to the marke then ſhe, 
and it chen over-ran him, and came (oner 
to the marke then bee, his head ſhould be 

ſai(t'enoff, 
When 
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When the States of that Empire; as 
Dukes, Carles, Barons, and Knights, 
beard this cry, they offeredthemſelves ons 
after another to run with her, but ever this 
young Lade over-ranthem all, wherefozs 
they loſt their heads accozding to the law. 
That time there was a pe man dwel- 
ling in Rome, which thought within him · 
ſelfe,J ama po2e man, and come of pe 
kindzed, there is a commoncry made, that 
what man ſoever can aut - run the Empe⸗ 
tours Daughter by any meanes, ſhall ber 
pzomoted to great honaur andriches: now 
therefoze if I might over-runher by any 
manner of way, I ſhould not only be pꝛo⸗ 
moted to great honour, but alſo all my kin⸗ 
d:ed.Tyen this pwze man pꝛovided him · 
ſelf of thze things, whereby he might win 
her. Firſt,he made a Garlandof revroſes 
andwhite,Secondly,he made a rich Girdle 
of lle cunningiꝝ waought. Thirolp, he 
made a Purſe of filke, imbꝛopdered with 
pzectons ffones , and within the Purſe 
was a Ballot thze colours, and upon this 
Ball was witten this poſey, Who playeth 

wich me, ſhall never be weary cf my play. 
Then put he tbeſe the things in his bo- 
ſome, and went fozth to the Pallace gate, 
crying and ſaying ; Come fozth fairs 
Lady, 
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Lady fo Jam ready to runns with van 
am tofnlffilithe Law in alt things. — 
. -- When the Emperaur heard this, h 
eumm anden his Wanger to runne with 
dim. Tyts dung Lavy went to her cham + 
ber windaw, and when ſhe (aw him, h 
veſpiſed him, and ſaid: Jhaveavercoms 
many wozthy nights, and now J ant 
runne with a Churle:nevertheleſſe J wil 
ful u ary Fatyers commandement.: -:: 
Anon the damſell arrapet her foꝛ to run 
with him. And at the laſt they ran toge- 
ther, and within ſhoꝛzt ſpate the Damſell 
got farre befozs htm. When the Jaglet 
ſamthis, 'yeethzew fozth hs Gaxland of 
flowers befoze her. And when the Dan lel 
beheld and ſaw it, ſhe ſtooped downs and 
too ke it up, and ſet it upon her head, and 
that while the Angler went afoze hert But 
when this dung Damſeliſaw this, this! 
wept ſoze , and 'foz ſoztowlhe thzewthe 
Gar land iato a vitch, and ran affer him, 
and at laſt che obertoke him, and litt up 
ber right hand, aud gave him a buffet, ſaꝝ⸗ 
tung; abide thou wzetch, it beſeemeth nat 
thy fathers ſonns ta have me to wie. And 
tuen this Lady did aober⸗ run him. and went 
befoꝛe him a gteat ſpace. And when the 
Aagler (aw this, he toke the girdie _ 
"i 


Saviour Ch2ift, and bis faire Daughter 
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bis boſome, and thꝛewit befoze her. And 
when ſhe ſaw that, ſhe ſtoped downe, and 
to ke it up, and girded her therewith, and 
the while the Angler gate be ſoꝛe her again. 
Now when ſhe ſaw that, che was bered, 
and toke the girdle, and wtth her teeth tare 
it in thaes pieces, and then thꝛe w it from 
her: and then ſhe ran faſt after him ʒ and at 
the laſt obertoke him, and then he gave 
him a great blow, ſaying : O welch thin⸗ 
keſt thou to overcome we ? and with that 
che ran befoze him againe. The Jugler 
was flie and ſubtill and kept the parſe. till 
they were neare the mark, t then he thoew 
it befoze her, and anon ſhe fopen downe 
and toke it up, and opened it, and tion ont 
the ball, and read the poſey : Who playech 
with mee, ſhallnever be weary of my play, 
And ſha began tp play, and continued ſo 
long in playing, till that the Augler was 
befs2e ber at the marke. And thus e 
the Emperours Daughter. 1 


ä The Morall. 
- Deare friends, this Emperone is our 


* 
I, 


is the, @oule. of Man, which was made 
clear. with tho water of baptiſme, and man 
alſe (wilt in running, 8 ty _ 
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while that ſhe was in her cleannes ſo that 
no deadly ſinne might overcome her. This 
Jugler that is ſo ſabfill andcrafty, is the 
De vill, which ſtudieth day and night to 
beceive inndcents. Y& pꝛobided him of 
the things. Firſt of the Garland, which 
betokeneth Pꝛzide: foz why? a Garland of 
flowers is not ſet upon the arme, noz2 up- 
on the foot, but upon the head, that it may 
be ſ&@n : ſo Pzide would beſeene. Mhere⸗ 
foze ©. Auguſtine ſaith, When thou ſeeſt 
a prond man, feare not to call him the 
child of the Devill. Doe thou thergfoze 
as the Maiden did, be angryat thy finneg, 
and caſt off the garland of P2ide, intothe 
ditch of Repentance, and ſo ſhalt thou give 
the Devill a buffet, and overcome htm. 
But when this Jugler, that is, our ghoſt- 
lyenemte the Devill,ſeeth bimſelfe over- 
come in one ſinns, then he returneth and 
tempteth a man in another ſinne; and caſt⸗ 
eth befoze man the Girdle of Lechery. 
And alas there be many girded with thts 
girdle of Lecherp: Df the which Girdle 
ſpeaketh Saint Gregory, ſaping: Gird we 
our ſelves with the girdle of Chaſticie, for 
whoſoever is girt with this Girdle ſhall not 
loſe the hope of life, Then caueth this 
Jagler (that is, the Devil) the purſe * 

| the 
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the Ball. The purſe that is open abobe, 
and cloſe under, befokeneth the heart, 
which ebermoze ſhould be cloſe in the bo- 
tome again earthly things, and open 
above to heavenly joy : and the two 
rings that open and ſhat the Purſs, be» 
token the lobe of God and of our neigh- 
bours» The Ball wyich is round and 
moveable, to every part of his difference. 
betokeneth covetouſneſſe , which moveth 
ever both in zonng and old, and therefozs 
the Poſey was true, that was w2onght 
on the Puſe : Who ſo playeth wich mee, 
that is, with Covetouſneſſe , hall never 
be ſatisfied. Therefoze ſaith Seneca. When 
all finnes wax old, then Covetouſnueſſe on» 
ly wazeth young, Thereſoze let us take 
beed that we play not with this Ball of 
Covetouſneſſe , and then without doubt 
ws ſhall obtaine thzongh the merits af 
Chzilt,the bliCe of heaven that never ſhall 
end. Unto the whicy he bzing us that ſhed 
bis pꝛetious bloud foz us. 


The Argument. - 

The preaching of Gods Word, and every 
good prayer, it a ſweet ſounding melody 

in che cares of God, and hath a pro- 
miſed reward of God, yet there is now 

; F 2 and 
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aud then ſtirred upon us ſome, let thereof 
hy onr whifiling adverſary the Devill, and 
warte bindred for a time, untill by the 
providence of God, godly Preachers bee 
Teiic forth, 3; which wich the hook of 
Gods Word doe v inne againeour loft fe- 
licitys and fo recover the fall of ſuch ſouls, 
as were ſeduced and led away into the 
_e and perpetual! fellowſhip of the 
leffed Angels of Heaven. 


NN The ſeventeenth Hiſtory. 

Ometimo dwelled in Rome a Noble 
our and a wiſe, named Theodo- 
which loved greatly the Puſick of 
wiſothe paſtime ot hun⸗ 
ting. It befell upon a day as this Cmpe- 
rotirhuntedig a Fooreft, he heard a ſweet 
nbiſe of a Mat y fs that thzongh the ſweet- 
nefſe thereof, he was alno@ raviſhed of 
hin wits ;wherefſore he-ſoutryt about the 
Fozreftto findthatinelovy,anvat the laſt 
he eſpied at the em of the Feste a pot 


dust 
the 


man ſtting beſide the water playing on a 


Parp full ſwetlyvi@Myhen{atd the Empe- 
Four ; good friond, pzvcedeth''this-melody 
from thy Marp ea no: The ponꝛe man ans 
ſwerod and laid; Mr reverend Lozd, I 
Hall felt you the truth. More W this 

ater 


nor 


water, my wife, my child, and J habe dwelt 
this thirty yeeres, and God hath given 
mee ſach a gilt, that when A play an my 
arp, I make ſuchmelody that the-S#ſhes 
. *f this water come out tomy handle that 
therewith my wife, wy child, ans habe 
been ſuſtatned in great plenty; But alas, 
.fametime on the other de of this water 
there commetha whiſllec,am'he whildleth 
fo ſwerii chat many times the Elhegifyg- 
ſake mis and tae to him there m i- 
verend L020 J crave''your help: agua 
this whit ler. Then ſaidthe E pe 
wall give the goud help, A habe hers inmy 
| -purſea guivon bk which J wilt give 
thee, take it, und binde it-falt to the aut 
a rod and pat a wem uphονν the hauls, 
then caſt thy rod intu che water, aud play 
upon Sy Harp, and when thon-poxcotveT 
the uch do -vite on the bait, vzawithemap 
to the lm with that hook, and the dis 
whiſtling chal not avaite. Whenthe y. 
man heard this , be rote gr ano 
did as de had taught dun. And wen hir 
poꝛe man began to pla upon bis harp, 
the filhes- came — — — 
thereby in better estate long time, and at 


the laſt. ended his lite in peace and volt. 
3 The 


We 


-_ * * 
1 TOTY C 


The Morall. 


Deare friends, this Emperour betoke- 
n8th our Lozv Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which greatly 
delighteth to hunt the ſoule of mankind in 
the Foreſt, that is, tho holy Church. Hee 
loveth alſo the melovy of the Harp, that 
lo pe loveth much thoſe that teach the ho- 
ly Wozd of God. This pw2e man that ſat 
by the water ide, betoeneth the Pzelates 
of ths Church, and the Pzeachers ofthe 
lens of God, which ought to be alwayes 
refivont in their charge, t not in the wozlo, 
that ia, they ſhonjonot ſet their delight in 
wazvly-tbings. The Pzeachers ought to 
have the Parp of holy Scripture, where- 
with they may pꝛaiſe and honour God, and 
alſo therewith dzaw ont of this wozld the 
finners.Therfoze ſaith the id ſalmiſt thus: 
Praiſe che Lord upon the Harp, ſing to the 

Lord with a Pſalm of thankeſgiving, P/al. 
28.6. But now avayesths Pzeacher may 
+ ſay; alas: fo2 when. I pꝛeach and teach the 


| bolyScripture, the Devill commeth and 


1+ Wwhiltleth ſo ſweetly, that the Anners dꝛaw 


to dim, e will not hear the Wozdof God, 


but they. turn themſelves only to the de⸗ 


\} lightof nne. The Devill zeceiveth alſo 
i mankind by divers wayes, Firft, in the 
ar | | time 


We ww Www Www Gs Wes 


time of pzeaching he maketh ſome foleep, 
and them that he cannot make to ſleep; bee 
cauſeth them to talk and clatter: and them 
that he cannot make to clatter, he maketh 
them (6 dull that they cannot underſtand 
what the Pzeacher ſaith ; and them that 
be cannot begutle by theſes meanes, he put · 
teth into them buſinefle, and cauſefh them 
to goe out of the Church. Behold bow 
many wayes-the.Debill hath to deceive 
mankinde 7 and to let the Moꝛd of Gad. 
Sherefozeevery Pꝛelats andeberyPzea- 
cher aught to have the | golcen  hook- of 
Gods Wozd ag ainſt this whiſeling, by 
which they mag dzaw ſinners out of this 
woꝛlo up to heaven. Unto the which bzing 
us our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 


The Argument, 


Mans Soule the daughter of our Saviour, 
is right dearc unto him, and though hee 
be caiefull tor che confirming of her in 
the ſtate of fincere life, yer ſhe is ſeduced 
by the ſuggeſtion of the flelb, which be- 
ing a grievous trangreſſor, is yet by ear 
neſt repentance and amendment of life, 
brought by the ſoule unto dutifull obe- 
dience towards God & man, that thence 
forwards fo contiuuing, they together 

F 4 may 


may lee partakers' of exetlaſt ing bleſſed= 
8.2 4 


got th (tf 


+ 4% The eighteenth Hiſtory, 


TR dwelt ſometime in Rome a 
1 Mighty Emperour name? Ptolomeus 

wich had but one Child, a Daughter, 
Whomn he loved ſo much, that day and night 
Ye'was guarded with armed Knights 
und over thoſe Mnigbts hee ozdained a 
Coiitrouler to -kiFruct them how: they 
choco doe. Yo-65datned alfo-a Steward 
ro2/tdquide yis'Vouſhold. And when all 
this was bone, ona nightas he lay in his 
bed he reſolved'that bs would goe viſit the 
boly land! And when all things were rea- 
dy fo2 his journey atroꝛding to his defite, 
he calledunto him bis Steward and ſaid: 
My trulty ſervant ,J pnrpoſe now to goe 
ſts the holy Land and therefoze I commit 
my vaugytet ts thy ke ping, and J charge 
tha that the lack nothing ut th ſhe have 
all manner offopthat appertaineth'to ſuch 
aUirgin: WÞ93eover J leavato thy kep- 
ing five Knights that dee her guard, and 
A churge thee that they lack nothing that 
is ting fo2 them. Alſo Yleave with ther 
my gruyhound; command ing that then 
nouriſh and feed him as bhetherts he hath 
n been 


- 
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Fulfill your command. Anone the Empe⸗ 
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been: and it thou fulfil all this that A have 
ſaid thou ſhalt at my comming againe ra; 
ceive a great reward. Then ſaid the Ste · 
ward: My Lo, in all that J may I ſhall 


rour took bis journey toward the City 
of Jeruſalem, & the Steward a long time 
kept well the Emperours command and 
the tharge given him. 

But at the laſt it befell upon a day that 
this Steward had eſpiedthis young Lady 
walking alone in an Dꝛehard with whoſe 
tove he was ſuddenly ſurp2iſd : wherefoze 
frraightway, againſt her will he defloured 
her. And when he had committed in with 
ber, he gabs her ll language, and hated her 
moe then ever he loved her befoze , and 
d2ave her ont of the Palace: wherefoze 
the Damſell by this meanes being dziven 
to neceſſity and great poverty, went from 
dioze to doze and begged her bꝛead. But 
when the Knights that weare her kepers 
ſaw this, they rep2zoved ſhamefullp the 
Steward of that inhumane deer. Then the 
Steward wared w2oth, and foz great hate 
that dee had in his heart, be ſpopled the 
Knights of their goods dꝛobe them from 
to Palace. And when they were thus 
robbed anderiled, ſome foz tack of living 


became 
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became theeves, and ſome men killers,ſo 
that though this inconveniencie ther 
w2ought great harm. IF 

Not long after there came tidings that 
the Emperour was arrived in that land 
comming home ward. And when the Ste. 


ward heard this, he was greatly troubled- 


and moved in himſelfe and ſaid: Jt cannot 
be but I ſhall be accuſed foz my treſpaſſe 
that I have committed againſt the Cmpe- 
rours commandement, and he hath ever 
been my good and mercitull Lozd\, there- 
fo:e better it were that J go and meet him 
with all lowlineſſe and humility, and ac⸗ 
cuſe my ſelfe unte him, and aske him mer⸗ 
ty. then th t any other ſhould pꝛevent me 
and accufe me to my L92d fo2 my treaſon, 
When the Steward ſtraight put off all his 
clothes ſabe bis hoſen and his ſhirt , and 
tok thzæ ropes with him in his right 
hand, and bare fot went and mot the Em⸗ 
perour. Now when the Emperour hav 
eſpyed him comming a farre off in ſuch 
manner, hee wondzed greatly. And when 
the @teward was come ſo neere that he 
might (peak to the Emperour, bee fell 
down on his knees and ſaluted him reve- 
rently. Then ſaid the @mperour, what 
ts befallen the, that thou meeteſt me after 

ſuch 


Ms = ao 4s a as ow uu. . 


Geſta Romanorum, 
ſuch a ſozt 2 foꝛ in that then art my te- 
ward, thou ſhouldeſt h we met me with 
a great company ot Noble Knights, Oh 
my Lo2d,quoth he, there is a heavie chance 


bekaln me, fo2 the which it behoves me to 


meet your Pighnelſe thus. Then ſaid the 
Emperoꝛ, what chance is befaln the : M 
ReverendLoz2d, quoth he, it behoves you, 


| firfffo ask me why J b2ing with me theſe 


thai ropes. Then ſatd the Empetoꝛz, why 
bsareſt thou theſe th2z& ropes in thy hand: 
Then anſwered the Steward and ſaid; 
This fir Nope J-b2ing with me to bind 
my hands and feet (ſo hard, till the bloud 
burſt out on every ſide, fo2 that J have 
well-deſerved 3 the ſecond Rope AJ bzing 
with me, ts dꝛaw me at a bo2ſe taile upon 
the pavement, till that my bones be bars 
without fleſh , foz that is but due to me (02 
the great treaſon J have done againſt pou. 
The third Nope J have bꝛought is to hang 
me with, upon an high Gallowes, ſo long 
till that the birds light on my head and on 
my hody, and fed themſelves of my fleſh, 


. foz theſe things are due to ſuch treſpaſſers 


and bzeakers of the Law as J am. Pet 
oh me Reverend Lo2d, habe mercy on 
me , fo2 J dare not acknowledge my treſ- 
pale, untill J have obtained thy par don. 

Then 
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Then ſaid the Emperour : J ſe infy& 
great contrition, there foꝛe tell me thy treſ- 
pate, and ſurely thou ſh alt ſinde mercy and 
grace. Alas, alas, then (aid the Steward, 
I have defiled thine only daughter, and 
habe d2iven her out of thy Palace, ſo'that 
now- in great neceſſity thee beggeth het 
bꝛead from doe to doe. A habe alſs di- 
fpoiled thy Knights of all their gods, and 
now- ſome of them in regard they lack li 
bing become thebes and robbers, c ſome 
men- killers, and the Tontreuler of the 
nights J bave llave: but Jed thy grap- 
douno with the belt meat as long as 'Y 
might, and tyed him with a chaine, pet at 
the ia ha b2ake his chaine and wenk his 
war, fo that now her runneth about the 
Conutrey. 

- When' the Emperonr heard this, hee 
qs ſoꝛe aſtenied, and ſaid : Paſtthon de» 
floured my daughter, whom J lobed ſo 
well, and alſo deſpotley my Knights, and 
flaine their Contronler, and the grayheamd 
Which J loved well, of whom J gave thee 
charge, is he gone aſſoeSurely'wers it not 
that J had fo2given thee , and that thou 
aft humbled thy ſelfe fo much, J/woritd 
have put the to the vileſt death that tould 
awed mfwithCanding depart hence 

fozthwith, 


neth our Lo2d Jeſus Cheiſt. Þis:dangh» 


Geſta Romanorum: 
fozthwith, and bꝛing againe my daughter, 
that thou maiſt marry her, and any harme 
hereafter be fall to her though thy default, 
then will J double thy puniſhment. Alſo 


bing againe my Knights, and refo2e to 


them their gods, ſet them in their fate 
and offices as they were befoze. Aliſo ſeek 
diligently foz my G2ayhound till thou find 
him and then make him faſt, ſo that here ; 
after in the there be no fault found. Now 
when the Seward heard this, he bowed 
down with moſt tumble ſmbmtfiton, and 
thanked the Emperorr of his great mer= 
cy. And then he went fo2th;, and ſought ds- 


Ugentlyth20ngh all the Empire, untill he 


found the Torperonrs Daughter, and the 
Knights,and the Gzaphound, and bzought 
them home again. And after he had mars 
tres the young Lady and reffozed againe 
the Art- gods, her ended his life in 


peace. 
be Moral. 


Deare Friends,this eee 


ter betokneth the Doule of man, made 
after the ſimilitude of cur Lo2zdGod.,/The 
five Knights are the five Uits; - armed 
with the vertue of Baptiim fo the pas + 

ſervation 


The Hiſtory of 

ſervation of the Soule. The Controuler 
of the Knights , is Reaſon , which ought 
to rule the Wits. The graphound ts the 
fleſh of man; and the Steward is every 
man, to whom God hath given a life and 
ſoule fo kep, under paine of loffng ever- 
laſting like. But w2ztched and wicked 
man, not remembzing what is to come, 
full of en cozrupteth and polluteth his 
Sonle with ſinne, and repelleth her from 
ber palace of heaven , and then wandzeth 
the from done to doe, that is, from ſinne 
to finne. Her diſpoileth theſe five Knights 
of their gods, that is, the fibe Mits, 02 
rather gracious Uertues, taking away 
the naturall light from their eyes, giving 
them bad counſell, and atſo mobing their 
eares to liſten unto launder and back- 
biting, and ſo fo2th of all the other Wits, 
and thus ſome be made the bes, and ſome 
men-killers. The Maſter of theſe five 
Wits'is llaine whenſoeber man ts ruled 
by Will, and not by reaſon, Thegray- 
hound, that ts, the Fleſh, wherein a man 
velighteth!, was fed bound with a chaine 
of Reaſon, but bzeaking out, full oft doth 
much harme. 

The comming againe of this Emperoz 


from the holy land, betokens the comming 
_— 


Geſta Romanorum. 

of our Lo2d Jeſus Ch2ift at the dap of 
doemse to judge all mankind; Wherefozs 
let us as the ſteward did, accaſe onr (elves 
of onr finnes firſt, leſt the Debill and the 
Wozld accuſe us, ehen it is tio late to ac ne 
mercy: therefoze put wee off eur clothes 
betime, that is, our ſinfall life, aud take 
wee thzee Ropes in our hands. The frſt 
Rope that ſhould bind cur hands and feet, 
betokeneth the Rope of true Repentance, 
which not onely ought to binde our hands 
and feet , but alſo beth cur hearts within 
us, and our outward converſations , in 
ſuch auſterity ot life, that ttz bloud burſt 
out on every ſide, that is, that ſinne might 
w_ it ſelfe. Hereto accozdeth Ezckiel, 

ſaying thus: Whenſoever the ſinfull man 
doth repent himſelſe, he ſhall be ſaved. The 
ſecond Rope, foz ta d2aw the treſpaſſer, is 
acknowledging of our nne s, which ſhould 
dzaw ns from the beginning of our life, 
unto aur lives end, by a perfect reconci- 
liation of sur lives to God and man, un- 
to the time that the fleſh be fallen from 


the bones, that is, till the luſt of the fleſh be 


turned away by the Cones of Nepentance. 
Fo2 even as the Tone by nature is hard, 
right ſo the way of Repentance ought to 
bee hard. The third Rope, that (ould 

hang 
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hang the fellon , is the Nope of amend⸗ 
ment of life: fo2 it is wziten in Þoly 
Scripture, Theie is more joy in Heaven 
over one Sinner that turneth unto che 
Lord in time, then over ninety and nine 
juſt ones. | 2 9 28 

Like as the Steward bzought againe 
the Cmperours Daughter, fo it behoveth 
us to ſeeke about by a fruitfull faith, un⸗ 
till we find againe our loſt ſeule, and ſo 
bzing her againe to the Church, to rule 
well cur five. Wits, to fced our Gzars 


hounds as we thould, and make our life ſe 


cleane and pure, that vie fall not againe 
to ſinne, fo2 feare that it foꝛtune to us 
woꝛſe, and that we habe no leiſureto afke 
mercy againe at our need. And if wes 
fulfill all this truely unto our lives end, 
without doubt we (hal obtatne everlaſting 
life. To the which eur Lo2d bzing us all, 
Amen. . | 


The Argument: 


The violaticg of our innocence in not imi- 


tating the Law of God, is here deſcribed, 
which being ad;udged after the Law, is 
death, but by the merits of Chr iſt our 
Saviout we obthine falyation: - - 
c 


— 
” 
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ſaid the.ſecond, J deſirs to hade him to my 


zelta Romanorum., 
The ninercenth Hiſtory. 


12 Rome dwelt ſometime a mightie 
Emperour and a wiſe,vamed Eufenae, 
who ozdained a Law, that whoſoever ra- 
viched a Uirgin, ſhonld be at her diſcrett- 
on, whether ſher Would put him to-death, 
92 would take him to hor husband. 

It befell after, that a man raviſhed in 
ane Night two faire Payvens x the Art 
\Damſell which he raviched, deftred, that 
be ſhould dye, but the ſecond defired him 
ta her husband. The raviſher was taken 


and led befoze the Judge,that be might ſa- 
.tisfte both theſe Damſels accoꝛding to the 


equity of the cauſe. The firit Damſell vg- 
fired hisdeath acco2ding ta the Lam. Then 


husband: and like as t hau haſt the Law foz 
ther, ſain like tale Y have it toʒ me; and 
alſo my petition is much better then-yours, 
fo2 it ts moze charitable : therofoze me 
thinkes in my teaſon, that the Ju tics 


rancs of my deſtre. When the Justice 
heard the mercy of the ſeconv Damſeil,he 
gave judgement that yeſhoulo tales her to 


| G The 
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Deare friends, this Empercur betoken⸗ 
eth our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. The Raviſher 
betokene th every nner, which raviſheth . 
Gods morcie, as offen as he violateth the 
holy Commandements oł God by ſinne; 
fo2 the Devill can never evercome man, 
ercept hee bee ſuffered by he will. Foz . 
Auguſtine ſaith, Teisno ſinne except it be 
voluntary. The Ravither alſo is called be⸗ 
koze the uftice,when the Soule is depar- 
ted from the body: And anon the ff 
Damſell ( Innocencie) laid againſt the 
inner, that he ought to dye eberlaſtingie 
dy the Law of rigbteouſueſſe.; But the o⸗ 
ther Maiden (that is, Chriſts merits) al- 
'teaged foz him, how the mercie of God 
"9nght to belpe by hearty repentance, and 
acknowledging of fins, which. is the high 
"way to everlaſting life. Unto ths which 


2? The Argument. 
The mother of the Child of grace nd, of | 
the reprobate is here declared, and ſet 
rey * bot Which ofthenyſhall be favrd, 

aud which of them ſhaltibe damned, is 

not yet revealed unto the world, untill 

* the 


the laſt ahd dreadfull Day of Iudge- 
ment. 


. -C DOmetime there dwelled in Rome a 
mighty Emperuur anda rich, named 
Lypodus, which took ta a wife a faire 
Utrgin and a gentle, the Daughter of the 
King of Aſſyria. This yoong Lady con- 
/ ceived and bare him a „and in the 
birth the dyed e not long ber deceaſe 
| the Emperoour married another wife, 
and had by hera Son alſo : And imme⸗ 
diatcly after the ſecond:chilv was bozne 
he ſent them both in's a ſtrange Land 
there to bee bought up. How loben the 
childzen had been there long, the Enn 
pꝛeſſe ſaid: Mv reverend Lob, ten veers 
be now fully expired ſince A bare my Þon 
and pet J never ſaw him but once, and that 
was the firlk day ot᷑ his birth, therefoze Y 
beſeech vou my Lozd, tu ſend foz him ts 
the end that J may oncerejoyce me in his 
fight. Then ſat the Emperour, J have 
another Chiloby my firit Mife; and it J 
ſend fo2 thy ſon, then muſt I ſend fo them 
both: notwithſt anding, at the ©mpzeſſes 
requoſt he ſent fo:th them both. And when 


they were come, they were of paſſing fea- 
O £ ture, 


| The twentieth Hiſtory, ; 


fn 


The ere 
ture, and well trained us, and ſo paſſing 
like in all things, that hardly the one 
might be known from the other , but the 

Father knew thedifference. 
Then ſaid the Mother of the ſecond 
Child : My Lo2d'J pzay pon fell mee 
which of tbeſe is my son. Then the Em⸗ 
perour called to him that Donne that he 
begat on his firſt wife. . When the Em- 
p2eſle heard thi gave all care to che / 
riſh him , aul negteced: the other child. 
Now when the Emperour ſaw this, be 
ſaid to his Wife, cerfainly J have decet- 
ved the ; los him that thou loveſt ſo much 
is not thy Don, but the other is thy Son. |, 

Then (et the ail her care upon the ſecond, 

andſetlight bythe firſt. When the Empe⸗ 
rout ſaw this, be ſaid : Trnely I decei⸗ 
ved tha; without doubt , this is not thy 
Sonne, but one of them two is thy Sonne. 
When ſatd the Pdther : Þy Þ02d, A mult 
earneſtly intfeat you, that you would tell 
me without viſlembling., which of them 
is my Bonne. The Emperour anſwered 
and ſaid , certainly J will not tell you, 
untill they be both come to mans eſtate, 
and this is my reaſon. FirQ, J told you 
that this was your Wonne, and you che- 
riſhed him, and. fozſook that other bi — 
| en 


Gefta Romanorum; | 
when I told you that this was pour on, 
then thou lightly regarded the firſt, and 
cheriſhed the ſecond. Therefo;e my deſire | 
is that you yet cheriſh them both altke,thaf 4 
I may have like joy of them. Mhen the 
Empꝛeſſe heard this, che cheriſhed them 
both altke, 4nd when they were bath come 
to age, the @mperour mme a great Feaſt, 
and be foze all his Nobles he told his wife 
openly which was her Donne. Then re⸗ 
joyced the Cmpzeſſe greatly, and when 
Hee had lived a good time, ſhe ended her 
life in peace and reit. | 


The Morall. 


Deare Friends, this Emperours Don 
betokeneth thoſe that be choſen to everla- 


ting life, 4 thoſe that be not cholen. The 


Mother of them is the Pzovirence af God 
that notriſheth them both: therefa2e gur 
Lo2d will not that bis Pꝛobidence ſhauld 
let the Mild know which be choſer, and 
which ber not choſen. Foz if the knew that, 
then would thee love the one and hate the 
other, and ſo Charity among us would 
bee gberthzown, and wee ſcold live in 
diſcozd and rie: but Trath at the dax of 
Judgement ſhall tell to us which of them 
hall be ſaved, and which of them ſhall be 

| G 3 dam 
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damned. There koze * we in this Mozlo 
that we ma come to the everlaſting Feaſt 


in Heaven , Unto the which God bꝛing 
us all. 


The Argu ment, 


The ungodly of this World will not take 
any paines to Ne yercuouſly, and yet of- 
tentimes they are inriched for the moſt 
part with the riches of Fortuue, but they 
are not carefull of the rewaid laid up for 
the righteous in Heaven, neither doe 


they feare the torments ol Hell appointed 
for the Reprobates. 


The 21. Hift ory. 


Ometime there dwelt in Rome a I 
ble Emperour named Polinus, 

had thꝛee Sonnes whom he loved muct. 
It befell upon a day, when this Empe- 
rofir lay upon his bed, be bethonght him 
ts which of his @onnes he might give his 
Empire afret his deceaſe. Mhen called he 
to him his th2& ſans, and ſaid * of 
you is moſt flothfutl , he ſhall mine 
Empire after my deceaſe. Don 
anſwered and ſaid ; the Empire by rea- 
ſon ſhould be mine, fo2 Jam ſoflothfull , 
that if my foot were in the fire J had ra- 


ter 


| erm 
cher it Gould be — J would take 
it out. Zhen ſa(d the ſecond, J am (quoth 
he) moze fit foz the Empire then thong 
foz though there were a co2d about my 
neck wherewith J ſhould be banged, and 
if J had a ſharpſwozd in my hand, fog 
verp loth J will not once put fozth my 
hand to cut the cozd' toſave my life, And 
when theſe two Bꝛethzen had thus ſaid , 
then the third ſpake foz himſelfe , thus; J 
ought te be Tmperour befo2e you both, 
fo2 I exceed you in floth, anv that J will 
pꝛobe thus 2: A lie upzight in mp bed, and 
there dzoppeth water upon my eyes, and 
foz very Nloth J will not move iny head, 
neither to the right ſide of the bed, noz to 
the left, to ſave my ſelfe. Wkhen the Empe⸗ 
roz heard this he bequeathed the Empire 
unto the voungeſt, as to the lathfulleſt of | 
of the bzethzen. | 


The Morall, 


Deare friends, this Emperoꝛ befoken- | 
eth the Devill, which is the Lo2d £ father 
ober the ungquly in this Mozid. By the 
fit ſt ſoa is uader&od a man that chanceth 
into ebill company, by which hecalleth in · 
ta miſzemeano; , and had leber be burnt 
in the fire of unne, fhen depart fram them 

G 4 The 
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The ſetond Sonne betokeneth him that 
knowes himlelfe fo be fait bound with the 
band of un, wherewith he is to be hanged 
un the gallowes of Yell, and is ſo lofhfull 
that be wil not cut it away with the (wozd 
of true Repentance. By the third ſonns is 
under ſtod a man that beares of the joyes 
of heaven & the paines of bell, he will not 
move himſelte to the right no2 to the left 
fide to fo2ſake his ſins, fo2 fear of eternall 
pains : ſuch a man without doubt, foz his 
floeth ſhall receive the Kingdome of Yell, 

from which keep us our Loꝛd Jeſus Amen. 


The Argument. 

Mans ſoule, as a C:p:aine generall, with 
his forces of armed Vertues, fights a- 
gainſt a ſtrong City, the World, where 
in is the Caſtic of Vanity, and in that ate 
the poyſoned forces of ſinne, a- mortall 
enemies of Mankind, againſt whom well 
to fight. is the meanes to obtain victory, 


and triumph everlaſtingly. 


The 22 Hiſtory. 
-R Lexander the mighty Emperour 
ſometime ruled, who befteged a City 
of the King of Egypt with a great boat, 
nebertheleſſe this Cmperone toſt — 
| — 


Geſta Romanorum, 
wozthy Knights without any burt of 
ſtroke. And thus from day to day his peo⸗ 
ple died ſudenly, whereof this Alexander 
wondzed greatly, and was full ſozrowfull 
therefoꝛe in his minde, and he called unto 
bim the wiſeſt Philoſophers that might be 
found, and demanved of them why bis 
people dyed thns ſuddenly without any 
wounds, The Philoſophers anſwered and 
ſatd, my Lo2d it is no wonder: foz upon 
the wals of that Caſtle within the City is 
a Cockatrice , thzongh whoſe ſight your 
men die, foz they are infected with the ve⸗ 
nome that commeth from her eyes, and 
thereupon they die. | 

Then this Alexander asked if there 
were any remedy againft the Cockatrice 
The Philoſophers an wered, and laid; 
DPYyLo2d, there ts god remevp, foz if it 
pleaſe pou to ſet vp a large {pirronr of 
clere glaſſe over againft the Cockatrice, 
between pour poaſt and the wall of the 
City. when the Cockatrice beboldeth her 
ſelfe in the Pit rour, the deadly nature of 
ber venemous fight hall return againe 
to her ſelle, and thus ſhe fhatl die, and pour 
men ſhall thereby be ſavsd. Then the Em⸗ 
perour dis ag the Philoſophers cnunſe lied 
im, and ſet up fo thwith a large Fp(rrote 
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of excellent clere glaſe, and thus was the 
Cockatrice flain, and the Emperour with 


his haaſt made an aſtault tothe City, and 
obtatned the victozp. 


The Morall. 

Deare friends, this Emperour maybe 
called every Chaiſttan man which ought 
to gather an hoaſt of vertues foz without 
ver'ne no man can fight ſpiritually. The 
City againſt which yee ſhall fight is the 
Molo, wherein there is an high Caſtle, 
that is, Mantt of Uanities, and all is 
but Vanity. In this vanity fanveth the 
Cockatrice, that is, pꝛide of life, deſire of 
the epes, the luſt oi the fleſh, whereſoze 
this pzide infecteth ſo many that they die 
in ſinne everlaſtingly. Mhereloꝛe the beſt 
remedy againft this pꝛide, is the canũ de 
ration of dur uncleanneſſe, how we came 
naked into the Moꝛld. And if it be asked 
bhp a man is pꝛoud, certainlpit may be 
anſwered thus, fo2 default of cloathing 
gimſelfe with vectues : what (hall wee 


doe when we die thus ghoſtly , but ſet up 


A pure mirrour of conſcience, that by tha# 
conſcience we may conſider ourflidings : 
andour bzittleneſſe,as in aglaNe where we 
may ſe our own default: And it we — 

| thus 
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tr. and by Chzilts merits winne everla- 
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Geſta Romanorum. 
thus, without doubt, the Cockatrice, that 
is, Pꝛide of life, deſire of the eꝑes, luſt of 
the fleſh (hall be ut ter ly deftroped , and we 
ſhall obtaine the victory of this wozdly Ct- 


ſting life. Ants the which he bzing us all. 


The Argument, 


The Soule of man being converſant in the 
body with the fleſh; ſhe ſeeketh by fie 
niſter meanes to overthrow the Soule 
with her uncleane luſts after the World, 
where though the Soule for a time ſuffe- 

reth ſhipwrack of worldly N , yet 
tne Lion of che Tribe of luda is of power 
not onely to comfort her in neceſſity, 
but alſo to tevenge her injury, and to 
make her to repoſleſſe her former eſtate 
in the World co come. 


The 23. Hiſtory. 


Ae Empercur ſometime ruled 
k the Romans, named Archelaus, who 
in his old age eſpouſed a faire lady, whom 
Ss young Knight loved, and had to doe with 
her as oft as him lift. It beſull an a night 
that this Emperour be thought him in 
bis Bed, to villte the City vf Ieruſalem, 
wherefoze without any moze del.iy he 02- 

on damned 


& 
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dained all things neceTary foz his fourny, 
and taking his leave of his Empzeſſe, and 
of the States of his Empire, went ta- 
wards the ſaid City. 

When the Empꝛeſſe heard this, cher 
took the Maſter of the Ship allde, and ſaid. 
It thou wilt conſent to me, and be frae, 
ask of me what thou wilt, and thou ſhalt 
have it. The Maſter of the Ship war coz» 
rupf with covetouſneſſe, and ſaid: O my 
dear Lady, whatſoever thou will com⸗ 
mand me I ſhall without fatle fulfill if, ſo 
that thou will reward mer foz my labour. 


Chen ſaid the Empercſſe, befoze thou doſt 
oughtfo2 me, J will give thee whatſeever 


thou deſired , ſo that thou wilt ſwear to be 
true to me t keep my counſell. Then the 
Maſter of the ſhip ſware to be true to her. 

CTben ſatd the Empꝛeſſe: my Loꝛd go- 
eth with you in your ſhip, therefoze when 
he is in the midſt of the Sea,caſt him over⸗ 
bzood, hat be may be d2zowned , and thou 
Galt have what thou wilt faz thy reward. 
Then the Paſter ofthe (hip ſware a great 


Dath, and ſatd : By the great god Tupiter 


after he commeth orice within my Ship, 
von that! never ſ& him moze. Then the 
Lady gave him as much gold as he would 
dave, md he went to his Ship, 


And 


— 
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And within ſhozt time after,the Empe- 
roar tk his hip, and when her was in 
the midſt of the dea, the maſter ofthe ſhip 
took the Emperour , and thzew him overs 


 boo2d into the ea. Uhen the Paſſer re- 


turned againe hee told the Empꝛeſſe how 


be caſt the Emperour into the ſea, where. 


of ſhe was right glad. 

This Emperour that was caſt into the 
Sea, had learned in his youth ta ſwim am 
ſwam to an Jlandin the ſea. And when he 
was faint, + like to be dzowned, he p2ayed 
to God to be his help. At the length hee 
came into a little Aland wherein was na⸗ 
thing but Lyons, and Leopards , and ſach 
other beaſts as ſwam thither from other 
Lands. When the Emperour bad got to 
Land in that Ale, he eſpyeda young Lion 
ficghting with an old Leopard, and the Li- 
on was ty weak, and was almoſt} ober- 
come. Now the Emperour had great com- 
paſſton on the Lyon , and dzew out his 
Swo2d , and fozthwith ue the Leopard. 
The Lyon from that time fozth followed 
the Emperour, and would not leave him 
foz any thing, but every day the pzey that 
the Lyon ton, he b:ought and laid af the 
Emperours f&t, and the Emperour ſmot 


fire on flint ſtone, and bzoyled the body | 


of 


| 


: 
. 
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of the beaſt in the skinne : and thus was 
bee fed foza long ſeaſon. At length as be 
walked-by the Sea ſhoze he ſaw a goodly 
Whip come ſailing by, and with a high 
voyce he cryed. And when the ſhip-men 
beard the voyce , they wondzed what it 
might ber, wherefo:e they (atted toward 
him : and when they were come: nere 
him, he laid. God friends take mee with 
ven, and A ſhall pay you a good franghf, 
Do they took him into their Ship, and the 
Lton'followed him, ſwimming in the Sen 
after the ſhip: and when the Lion was 
neere d2owned the ſhip-men had pitty on 
him, and took him inta the Ship. Now 
when the. Emperour came to land, ho 
paid his fraught and went fozth with the 
Lion till he came ntert his own Palace 
where he heard Trumpets, and all other 
Suſick and as he mar velled what it migit 
bee, there came from the Palace a Squire 
toward him that he knew, bnt the quite 
knelo nat him: To whom the Emperour 
ſaid thus: God friend Jp2ay ther tell me 
what is the cauſe of this. melody. The 
Squtre anſwered anh ſaid, the Empꝛeſſe 
is married thisday, and allthe fates of 
the Empire are at the Feaſt, andtherefoze 


they make ſuth melody. Then * the 
m- 
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Emperour to the Squire: where is her 
buſbandthat was the Emperour befv2e ? 
The ©quire ſaid that he went to the Poly» 
land, and was dꝛowned by the way. Then 
the Emperour ſaid :' Wir, J p2ay vou teli 
the Emp:eſſe, and the Lo2d that hall ba 
her huſband, that J (ſo pleaſe them) will 
ſhew their Pajeſties rare ſpozt with my 
Lien. The ©quire granted to doe his er» - 
rand; and went in and told his Lo2d and 
adp, that a goodly old man was at the 
gate, that would ſhew them (pozt with his 
Lion; Then ſaidthe new married Lady, 
bing him in, hee perchance may deſerve 
meat fo2 his play. When the E Mmperout 
with bis Lyon was bzeught in, the Ly» 
on without any ſefting on, ranne upon 
the young Knight that was newly mar. 
ried, andfue him, and when bee had ſo 
done, be ran upon the Empꝛeſſe alſo, am 
deboured her ts the bones, befoze all the 
Loꝛds ol the Empire. And when the Nos 
bles ſaw this, they were greatly agaſt,and 
began to flie. But the Emperour with 


bis fair ſpeech perſwaded them, and laid: 


Loe this is the vengeance of God, fa this 
any wife hathuſev Avultery a long time 
with theKnight that lyeth dear, alſs (hee 
p:aciſed my death with the Mater of the 


thip 


cuſed him to the after of the chip, that ts, 
the 
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ſhip,e thereupon he thzew me into the (ea, 
but God ſaveo me from death, and becauſe 
A bolpe once this Lion at a na&d,he never, 
fozſake me ſinte: And now as ye all ſe; 
when A came into my Pallace, without 
pꝛovoking of mee, hee hath ſlaine both the 
Adulterers, and therefoze underſtand yee 
foz truth that am your Gmperour-Now 


when they heard this, they lo ned moze ſer⸗ 


bently upon him, and diſcerned him ta be 
their Emperour, and greatly rejoyeing; 
pꝛayſed Gad foz that Mtracle, whivh»had 
ſavedtheir Lo2d and Emperour: — 
lived together a long time in peace, 


The Morall. 95 
Deare friend, be this Guaperene we 
map underſtarvevery chʒiſtian man that 
purpoſeth to.viſitthe Citte of Jeruſalem, 
that is, to get eve tlaſting lite th:ow faith. 
But his wife that is, the wzetchevdieth, 
ammaret againtt the ſonte, and loveth 


ints a hip, taking bis jontney towards 
the Citie ol Jeruſalem, that is, be went 1 
the Church of Gov, which tathe way ta 
God: but the wife, thatts;fleſhlp men, ac- 
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"fo the Pꝛelates of the Church, fo2 great 


rewards, which oftentimes do blinde the 
ſight of man Juſtices , whereby many 
perfect men be caſt out of the ſhip into the 
Sea to be dzowned, that is, out of the 
Church into the Sea ot this wozld. But 
what ſhall hee doe then that is thus caſt to 
be troubled in this woꝛld 2 cerftainely this 
ought he to doe: lct him learne to (wim, 
that is, let him put all his hope in God, 
and by his grace he hail come to an Aland, 
that is the Religion of heart, and then he 
hall lobe ever ths better to Keepe himſelſe 


out of this wozld, and therefoze. Ifines 
ſaith: A pure Religion and undefiled be- 


fore God, even the Father is this &c And 
hee thet is in this Religion ſhall finde a 
Lyon, whom he behoveth to have againſt 
the Peviil. This Lyon is our Lozd Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt that came of the Tribe of Iuda,who 
fighteth ever againſt the Devill : and if a 
man hath holpe this Lyon, that is, hath 
ſerved God againſt his enemies at any 
time. hee may truſt well that he will not 


foꝛſake him at his næd, acco2ding to the 


Þſalmift, ſaping: Iam wich him in trou- 
ble. Be this Lyon thou muſt take thy 
wife, that is, thy fleſh with repentance, 


and ſtay thy finne,and then without doubt 
Y thou 


thon chalt obtaine the Empire of heaben 
Unto the which bring us our Lozd Jeſus. 
Amen 


The Morall, 

The Soule of man eſpouſed to Chriſt in 
Baptiſme, yet dyeth by meanes of ſinne, 
leaving behinde her her ſonne, called 
Reaſon , or rather the word of God, 
which ſcarched the diſeaſe of man her 
ſinfull father: and being ſent for to cure 
the malady of his ſtep - mothers Will, hee 
refuſeth to adminiſter ghoſtly comfort 
unte her. 


The 24. Hiſtory. 

—— there dwelt in Rome a No- 

ble Emperour named Gorgony, who 
married a vertuous and beantifall Lady 
to his wifs. This young Lady in due pꝛo⸗ 
ceſſeof time conceived and bare a Wonne, 
a fatre and an amiable child. UWrhen this 
child was ten y&res old, his mother the 
Empreſſe dyed. Not long after the Em⸗ 
perour married another wife: The ſecond 
wife could not affect oz lobs by any meanes 
the Emperours Bonne, but did him all 
the ſhame and rep;oach that ſha might. 
Whon the Emperour perceibed —_ 

ing 


and a cunning Phytttion. It befell not 
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ling to pleaſe his wife; hee exiled his ſonne 
out of his Empire. And when the ſonne 
was exiled, he went and ſfudtedPhyſtcke, 
ſo that within ſhoꝛt time he was a lkilfull 


long after, that the Emperour his Father, 
ſtckned and was almoſt at deaths dore, 
Wherefoze, when hee heard that his ſonne 
was ſo god a Phyſition, bee ſent foz dim 
by letters, p2zaying him that hee would 
tome to him without delay. Nowthe ſon 
willing to obey bis Fathers commande⸗ 
ment, in all haſte came to him: and when 
he had felt his pulſes, he diſcerned the lick ⸗ 
nes, and miniſtred phyſicke to him, wheres 
by heſhoztly recovered. - | 

Not long after, the Empreſſe his Cep- 
mother began to fall ficke, c many Pbyſf- 
tions ſaid ſhe would dye. And when the 
Emperour heard thts, he ſent to his ſonns 
to helpe her of her ſickneſſe. Then ſaid his 
ſonne, certainely father J will lay no hand 
on her. Then the Emperour began to 
ware w2oth , & ſaid : ifthon wilt not obey 


my commandement, thou ſhalt hencefozth 


depart my Empire. Yis ſonne anſwered 
and ſato, 'Jf yon doe ſo ( deare father) you 
doe unrightly , foz weilpou know , that 


pon exiled me ont of your Empire though 
Þ a her 


her ſuggeſiion, and my abſence was cauſe 
of your ſicknes now my preſence is cauſe 
of her ſickneCe, and therefoze J will not 
meddll with her, noz uſe any phyſicke un- 
to her: fo2 oftentimes Phylitions are de- 


ceived in their Patients, therefoze J dare 


lay no hand on her, fa2 if it ſhould to tune 
her to dye, men would judge that my phy- 
ſicke were the cauſe thereof; 

Then ſaidthe Emperour : ſhee hath the 
very ſame fickneſſe that J had. Mis ſonne 
anſwered and ſatd : th thee have the 
ſame ſickneſſe, nevertheleſſe you are not 
both of one conffitution 2 foz whatſoever 
A did to pon, you were therewith content, 
and when you ſaw. me come within the 
Pallace, you _rejoyced at my comming 
and was greatly pleaſed with the ſight of 
mee that yon begat ; but when this my 
Stepmother ſaw me, ſhe was angry, and 
toke cozſie at her heart, and therefoze if 
| I ſhould but ſpeake to her : her ſozrow 
would much moꝛe incxeaſe, & if J ſhould 
' offer fo touch ber, the would be in a rage. 


Ali a Phyſition p2oliteth little except the 


Patient take pleaſure in him. ow none 
can cute her of enute. And when hee had 


ſpoken his minde, hes tooke his lea de, and 


| deparfed th ence. 
The 
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Spouſe of Chill, on 


Geſta Rotnanorum. 


The Morall. 

Deare friends, this Emperour befq- 
keneth every Ch2iſtian man, which is 
married to Chziſt in the Baptifme of re; 
generation, fo2 then the ſoule is made the 
m our Navionr 
begetteth a ſonne, that is, the knowledge 
of his Wozv, and Mill. But when the 
childe grew to ſome tenne peeres of age, 
02 ſome incteaſe in vertue, his mother 
Chriſtianity dyed: then vertue veparteth 
from oath, and afterwardsthe Chꝛiſtian 
man his Father mattheth hiniſelfe with 
another woman, the ſtepmothet ofthe ſaty 
vouth named ignbzant Envie, Which in no 
wile could effect the Empetdurs Donne 
of knowledge , wherefoze ſhe cauſed him 
fo be baniſhed tnto a 14 Country, 
from his Father and her both. It hapned 
that the good Chziſtian man, being over⸗ 
ruled by his wife , falleth ſick and ſendeth 
foz his Donne, knowlevge df Gods wozd 
and will, to cute him as his Phyſitiort, 


* whovutituilpperfozmeth the ſame. But 


his Kepmotrher falling Ack at the fight of 
the @mperonrsfon; though the Chatffian 
man her husband laboars fo dim to cure 


her ais a good Phyſition of her Tonle, yet 
| D 3 the 
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cher not liking his god endeavour to win 
ber from ignorant envy of the Truth, is 
very hardly healed of her fickneſſe, but-of- 
fentimes dyeth in her ignorant en vy and 


wilfall wickedneſſe , without any hope ok 


health oz life unto eternall ſalvation, ſo 
that the Phyfitidn comes thither to late. 


The Argument. My 75 
Jeſus Chriſt the Sonne of God ought to bee 
_ cheriſhed and foſteted in our hearts by 
faith and good life: which is taken from 
us, when wee are not chankefull unto him 
for his graces. Wherefore the preachers 
of Gods Word, as good Phyſitians, are 
ſent unto us, for to admoniſh and warne 
us to petſevere in amendment of life, 
and conſtant hope in Chriſts inerits, and 
ſo to harbour him in out hearts, as he 
may thereby beſtow on us the promotiou 
of heayenly bliſſe. 2 * 
The 25. Hiſtory. E 
Sꝙmetimes there dwelt in Romea migh- 
tie Emperaur named tolnus., who 
tooke to wife the Kings daughter of Ger- 
many, a faire Lady and acourteous which 
within ſhozt time conceived 4 baze a Don. 
When thechilvgwas borne, the States 4 
9060 5 the 
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the Empire came to the Empetour, and 
every one of them beſought the Emperoz 
to have the bzinging upof bis ſonne. The 
Empers2 anſwered and ſatd : to mozrow 


ſhall be a Turney , and there you ſhall all 


be, and which of you dottzbeſt, and obtain⸗ 
eth the vico;y,! hee ſhall have the keping 
of my ſon: and it᷑ he traine him up well, I 
ſhall pꝛomote him to great dignity and ho⸗ 
nour, and if he doe the contrarꝛ, hee ſhall 
dye the fonleſt death that can be thought. 
When ſaid they: Moſt reverend Lozd, all 
this pleaſeth us well, Dn the mozrow 
when eber man was come to the Turney 
the States juſted valiantip: but atlength 
came a valiant knight named loſias, who 
ſs conragtoufly bare himſelfe there, that he 
obtained the vidoꝛr. And immediately af- 
ter the Mourney was all done, this loGas 
tod the Child, + led him heme with him. 
And becauſe the Emperours ſonne ſhould 
be received with tate in his Country, he 
ſent befoze to his Caſtle, and commanded 
bis officers that they ſhauld royally p20- 
vide foz him, and that the childes lodging 
heuld be in the midſt of the Galle, e alſo 
that the ſeaben Seiences ſhonld bee pour. 
traped about the Childes bed, that when 


the Child waked out ol bis lee pe, he might 
94 lye 


| 
| 
| 
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lye in his bed and behold the ſame, The 
night hav a wholeſome Mell by the 
childes bedfide, wherein hee nſed fo bathe 
bimſelf,and the Knights wife bare the key 
| of the Welt, and there was a window 
lrhereat the un might comfoztably ing 
upon dim. It ſoꝛtuned upon a vay that the 
Ladp left open the window thzough neg- 
ligence, which being done, thither came a 
Beate, ond ſ&ing the window open went 
tothe well, bat hed him therein, of whoſe 
bathing tbe well ſavomed after, thzough 
the great heate which was at that time in 
the hunted Beare , whereby whoſpever 
d2anks of that water waxed lepzous withs 
in ſhozt time after, Do it fo2tuned that the 
L02dand the Lady , with all the houſhold 
by dzinfiing ofthe water of that well be- 
came lepers, notwithKanding it appear 
not preſently. Not long after (tfoztem 
there came a great Eagle iu at the win- 
dow where the Empereurs ſon lap, 4 bare 
| . the chilve away out of the Czadle. Pow 


 thetithe Lo2d of the Caffle heard this be 


We pt dtitet ly t ſaid: Alas alas;woe is me 


| wzefched treature, that eber Þ was bozne, - 


what ſhall J dee : now J am the ſonne of 
 Death,fozJ am become aloathſome leper, 
| and ſots my wife with all my * 
| allo 
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alls the Emperours fon is loft ann gone. 
Now while hee thus mourned, there 
came to him a Phyſition,and ſaid ; Dir if 
you will doe after my connſell you Call 
not ropent peu, Firſt if behoveth von, 
pour Wife, and all your houſhold to be let 
blond, and aftor that ts bee bathed © cleane 
waſhed, and then; J will applyto you my 
medicine: and when you are whole then 
ſhall ron and pour honſhold walke up to 
the mauntaines, and ſcek the Emperours 
ſonne, foz the Eagle hath let him fall there 
in ſome place. Then the £02d foltowed 
the adviſe and counſell thus given him by 
the Phyſifion, and ſozthwith hee and all 
his houſhold were let bloud, and recetvev 
the medicine, and within a ſhoꝛt time af- 
fer were all whole and found: Mhen they 
wore thus healed, her toke his Poꝛſe ac- 
companted with thz& men, and rode fozth 
toſ@ke the Childe, aad at laſt hee found 
him wbole and ſound, lying in a valley, 
whereat he greatly tejopted. And tncontt- 


nently with great top and glavneffe he led 


the Chime home to the Emperour his Fa- 
ther. Now when the Emperour ſaw his 
Donne in god health, he was right glad, 
and pzomoted him to great honour. Any 
fo after that he had long time libed there in 
noble 
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noble oſtate, he after ended his life in peace 
and reft. 


The Morall. 

Deare friends, this @mperourbetoken- 
eth the Father of Peaven, bis Sonne 
befokeneth our Lo2d Jeſus Chaift,to nou- 
riſh whom many men deſire, at ſach time 
as they receive the Dacrament ot his death 
and paſſion, Yenouriſheth him beit, that 
iuſteth with the Devill, and overcammeth 
bim by godlp life. This night that take 
this Childe with him, betokeneth a good 
Chꝛiſtian man, that evermoze abſtaineth 
truly from doing evill, and laboureth cen- 
finually to. doe god to all men. Therefoze 
doe we as the Anight did, (end meſſengers 
befoze to pzepareand makecleane the Cas 
flleof our hearts, from all (pots of inne,, 
by lively faith, and ſo ſhall this Child Ae- 
ſus reſt in the midſt of dur hearts. 

The Well betokeneth mercy , which 
ought to be next our Lozd, foz whoſoever 
is withoutmercy and truth may not nous 
riſh that bleed child Jeſus: but it hapneth 
oft that the Knights wife , that is the fleſh 
of man, beareththe key of mercy, and oft 
leabeth that Mell open, and then comes 
the Beare, that is, the De vill, and * 

3 


Seſta Romanerum. 

his loathſome filth-in the Mell of-mercy, 
and who ſo taſteth ther eot᷑ ſhall de infected 
with the lepꝛoſte ol finne, The window 
wherein the Dun ſhined is the graceof the 
holy Ghof, by whom men are comfaozte 
ghoſtly. By this window the Eagle cm- 
meth in, that is, the flying affections ofthe 
wicked 'wozld, carrying away the know» 
ledge of God from us, into the valeofig- | 
nozance and ſecurity, and then man hath 

great cauſe to weepe , but what thall we | 
doe when the childe is gone, but ſend foz'a 
- ſkilfyll Pbyfltion, that is, a diſcretPini- 
ſer of the wozd of God, which ſhall give 
him caunſell to let him blaud, and all his 
houſhold, that is, to put aut nne thzoogh 
acknowledging thereof „ and reconciling 
himſelſe with carneft repentance, n. 
heavenly father, 

. Then muſt he bathe himlelte with teares 
ol contrition E compunction of heart, and 
after that, take the medicine of ame no- 
ment of life, & ſo live pure andcleane from 
alt manner of ſin, and when he bath dane 
thus. he muſt leape on thePalfrey of ge 
perſeverance from evill, e ride fozth 
the thz& men: that is, falling from | 
p;aping unta God, and well reſerving ta / 
wards men: «then bann ont ho ſhall 
fin 
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finve the Chile Jeſs in the valley of 
ty. and not on a hill, that is, pzide. 
And if pee doe this, doubtleſſe he hall babe 
might aud power to nourtlh that bleſſed 
Childe Neſus, fo2 whoſe nouriſhing the 
Father of heaven ſhall pꝛomote him unto 
—— io. Unto the which toy hee 
bzing ur. that ſhed his delten bloud foz 
us. run 


The Argument. 
Chriſt the pivet:of everlaſtin lory hath 
-i. proclaimed a like joy vnd bliſſe in hea- 
ven, aſwell to che poote as to the rich: 
But the riek bftentimes eqveting all, lo- 
ſeth the prerogative which che Poore in 
- heatt enjoy by the providenee of God, 
Vet as be is atightcousGod, hee or dal. 
neth both for the rich and poore in ſuch 
Tort, that if they will, they may together 
joy fully bes ſatizfied with the Brest pen. 
f * * bi Nr graets. 
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Dmetine vwelt in Rome a mighty 
EEE 
rned his peop v2 oved 
| — fo much, that he made it pꝛoclatme 


thzoughont allnations, whofoeber would 
come 


fa Romangaym. 

come to him ich oz pode at a cartaiae da 
ſhould have their petition-whatſoever 
were. When the mighty men heard t 
ther were glad, and came at the dap allig · 
ned, and every man put fozth his petition 
unto the Emperour, immediately their 
petitions were granted and fulfilled, inſo 


much that a great part of the revenewes 


af the Empire was diſtributed among 
them. Then every man was toyfull. and 
went home againe and tooke poſſeCion of 
ſuch lands and Caſtles as the Tmperour 

had given them. - d. 
Straight way after , the paze men in 
the Empexours Dominions , gathered 
them togotber , & ſaid,a common cxP was 
made, that whoſqever came to the Empe- 
rours Pallace ſhonld have whatſoever bes 
aſked. The rich men have beene there lates 
ly, and obtained their pefitions ; thereſoze 
goe we now, and try if wee may obtaing 
any godof the Emperaz, Now this coun- 
ſell liked them all, wherefoze they went to 
the Cmperours Pallace ; and there they 
put fozth their petitions accozding' to the 

Pꝛoclamation ä 

When the Emperour had heard them 
bee ſaid to them: Deaxe friends, J dane 
beard all your petitions, and it is true that 
my 


The H iſtory of 
my P2oclamation was that every man 
indiferently, ſhoald come and habe their 
petitions, but the rich c mighty men have 
beene here before you, to whom J have gi⸗ 
ven all that J had, ſave onelp the royalty 
of my Lo2vſhip, and ſo have J nothing left 
to give you. Mhereto the pe men ſadly 
replyed. Poſt gracious Soberaigne have 
compaſſion on us, & let us not goe away 
empty, foz we know well, that it is our 
owne default that we came not rather 
with theſe other rich and mighty men: but 
ſth it is ſo,- we crave your Grace, that we 
may obtaine ſomewhat by the which wee 
map live. Then ſaid the Emperonr: good 
friendy, though J have given moſt of my 
lands, rents, tenements,  Caltles to the 
rich men that came befoze you, neverthe- 
lee, J have kept ſtill in mine ownehands 
the ſoveratgnty and dominion over them, 
and that J doe give to you, 4 ſo they ſhall 
be your ſervants; and be obedient to you 
all. And when the poo2s men heard this, 
they greatly thereat rejoyced , and knteled 
dolone to the Emperour and thanked him 
ſaying, Loe, though we come late, yet we 
be Lozds over all theſe other. And with 
this thep tooke their leave, and went home 
againe. But when the rich & mighty — 
ü ard 
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heard that, they were greatly u ved, and 
92datined a common Parliament among 


themſelves. And thus it was ſpoken) as 
m : Alas, alas, bow may wee 


 ſervbthem that ſomtime were but peſants 


t our ſabjecs in all manner things e and 
now they be mads Loꝛds oder us bere⸗ 
loze got we all with ons aſent ta the Em⸗ 
perour, and pzay him fo2 redzeſſse: When 
this was ſaid, they fozthwith went tothe 
Emperour , and ſatd to him, Reverend 
Lozd, what may this meane , thoſe that 
were our ſervautserewhile : bee now our 
Lois e wir beſ@ch your highnells that it 

mar not be ſo. | 
Then ſaiv the Emperour: my gov 
friends, J doe you no wꝛong, foz my po- 
tlamation was common, that whatſoever 
yon aſked of me yon ſhould have pour pe» 
fition, « you aſked onely of me lands, and 
bonozs, and all thoſe A habs granted you 
to your own deſires, in ſo much that J kept 
nothing foz my ſelfe , and pon were well 
content at your going hence. Row after 
that came the imple andpooze men, and 
aſked of me ſome bone, acco2ding to my 
Pꝛoclamation, and J had nothing togive 
them but onely the ſoveraigntie and do- 
minton over von, which A kept in my 
bands 


hands: and when the po02e men crped ſo 
to me, J gave them the authority ober 
pou, pet I ſ not that you can blame me 
tberefoze : foz J gave pen all Itb 
which J had. Thea ſaid they : ꝙ and 
gracious Lozd , we p2ay you let us have 
your bp and adviſe in this ſo dangerous 
a caſe. The Emperour anſwered and ſaid; 
Hirs if vou will follow my adviſe, J ſhall 
give ye god and pꝛoſitable counſell. Zhen 
they ſaid : we bee ready to fulfill whatſo⸗ 
eber you adviſe us fo2 our pzofit. Then 
' (aid the Emperour , Py lobing friends, 
you have received of me both Lands and 
Tenements, andalſo great plenty of ho- 
nours and preferments, the which by my ' 
counſell you ſhall impart to the pe men 
that they may grant unte yon the (obe- 
raigntie, and that dominion which they 
have, When the mighty men heard this, 
they willingly condeſcended to impart 
their goods among the pooze men, and they 
as wiliingly gave them againe the au- 
thority over them, like as they had ol the 
rich men. And thus were they bothcon- 
tented, and the Cmperonr was greatly 
counnended of all the people; becauſe he ſo 
well contented both parties. 


The 
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Deare friends, by this Emperour is 
underſtod our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which 
made a Pꝛoclamation by his Pꝛopheta, 
Patriarkes, Apoſtles and Pꝛeachers, that 
every man, both paoze t᷑ rich, (Gould come 
and aske everlaſting jop, and withoue 
doubt they ſhall obtaine their petition. But 
the rich and mighty men aske foz no other 
thing, but woꝛlolꝑ honour and tranſttozie 
riches, yet this wozld ſhall paCe, and all 
the covetouſneſſe thereof wherefoze he 
gave them ſo much of wozlbly wealth, 
that hee had nothing fo2 himſelfe, ac- 
co2ding to the Seripture: The birds of haa- 
ven have neſts, and the Foxes of the earth 
have caves, but the Sonne of man hath 
nothing in the earth where hee may put 
his head Mat. 8. 20. The pe men be the 
merk in heart, of whom the Lozbſpeaketh 
ſaytng : Bleſſed be the poore in Spirit, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of heaven Math. 5. 3. 
Do it Gall ſeme that they have ſoves 
raignty in heaven above the mighty men 
of this world, therefoze theſe rich men 
onght to im part of their tempozall riches 
with the posꝛe men acco2ding to the @crip- 
ture, Make you friends with riches of ini“ 
IJ quity 


quity, that when yee ſhall want, they may 
receive you into everlaſting habitation, 


Luk.16.9, and actozding to Tob.4.9, Give 
almes of thy ſubſtance : if thou haſt but a 


little bee not afraid to give a little almes; 


And thus ye may attaine unto the King- 
dome ot heaven, Unto the which 4 beſtech 
Almighty God to bzing us all. 


The Argument. 

The Emperour of glory, Chriſt Ieſus, hath 
two daughters, the one faite, the other 
foule, the faire daughter is the world, and 
the pleaſures thereof, the foule is poverty 


and trouble: The falre daughter is deſi- 


red of many, the foule of few, for hee 
that loveth the werld regardeth onel 
the vanities thereof, but hee that lovet 
God will ſuffer all perſecution and trou- 
ble for the obtayning of him. 


The 27. H iſtory. 
Dmetime there dwelt in Rome a no- 
ble Empero2 named Domitian, which 


paſſing faire, but the other foule and il fa⸗ 
vour ed: wherefoꝛe he pꝛoclaimed th2ough- 
out all his Empire, that who ſo would 
fake his faire Daughter to wife, chould 

bave 


had two Daughters, the one of them was - 
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Geſta Romanorum. 

habe nothing with her, but ber beanfifat! 
and comely perſonage. But whole wonld if 

marry his fonle Daughter : chould have 
all his Empire after his deceaſe. Now 
when this Pzoclamation was made, there 
came many Lo2ds that tefired fo marry 
his faire Daughtet. To whom the Em- 
perour anſwered thus : Sirs, v wot not 
what pc deſire, fo2 if ye marry her, pe 
ſhall habe nothing with her but her bean- 
tifull and comely perſonage : and farther 
moze, if J give her fo one of pon rather 
then to another, you will grutch, theres 
fo:e if vt will needs have her, and fo2ſake 
my fonle daughter, yon ſhall jul foz her, 

and he that winneth her ſhall marry her. 
Then the Nobles and States of the 
Empire greatly retopced, and foz the love 
of that beantfifall Damſell they would 
not onely juſt, but fight alſo : ſothey let a 
day of battell, many woathy men were 
lain on both ſi des, nebertheleſſe one abtai- 
ned the victo2y, t eſpouſed that ſatre Lady. 
The ſecond daughter which was foule 
and ilkavoured, ſe ing her fiſter ſo beſtow» 
ed with great ſolemnity, wept daily, there» 
foze the Emperour her father came to her 
and ſaid « Deare daughter, why mourneſt 
thou thus? Alas Er Father, quoth 2 
2 0 
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it is no wonder though A mourne, ſteing 
my ſiſter is married with great honour 
and gladneſſe, and everyman is jopfull ot 
her, and no man careth foz my company, 
therefoze deare Father what J ſhall doe 
J. know not. Then ſatd the Emperour: 
O mp deare daughter, all that is mine, is 
thine, and it is not unknowne to the that 
her which married thy ſiſter had nothing 
with her but her beauti full cozps : t there⸗ 
foze J ſhall pꝛoclaime in mine owne per. 
fon thzough mine Empire, that what 
man will marry the, J ſhall afſure him 
the Empire after my deceaſe by Letters 
patent. Then this young Lady though ſher 
was foule and ilfavoured , nevertheleſſe 
they reiopced greatly in the pꝛomiſe of her 
Father. Shoztly after the Pꝛoclamation 
was thus made, there came a pꝛoper and 
poung Knight, which eſpouſed. the Lady, 
and after the death ofthe @mperour , her 
ſeazed upon all the Empire, and he was 
crowned'Emperour, and ſhee Empreſſe: 
and alter that they libed together a long 
time in peace and reſt. 


The Morall. 
Deare friends, this Cmperour betoken⸗ 
eth aur Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which had two 
Daughters 


Geſta Romanorum. 

Daughters, the one faire, and the other 
fonle , The faire daughter betokeneth the 
Moꝛld, which is full faire and delegable 
to many men. The foule betokeneth po- 
vertp and trouble, whom few men deſtre 
tomarry with. Nevertheleſſe a Pꝛocla⸗ 
mation was mare by the holy Scripture, 
that who ſo would have his faire Daugh⸗ 
fer, that is the wozld, ſhould have nothing 
with her but her fatreneſſe, that is, the 
wozlvly vanities, which fade and fal away 
like as the beauty of man: but who ſo will 
marry the fonle Daughter, that is, will 
voluntarily receive poverty and fronble 
fo2 Gods love, without doubt hee ſhall 
obtaine the Empire of Meaven, acco2- 
ding to the Scripture , ſaying : Yee chat 
have forſaken all chings for my love, to 

follow me, ſha!l have everlaſting life, 
Manp Noble and wo2thy men have 
juſted fo2 the faire daughter, that is, have 
ſought and travelled by ſea and by land in 
this woꝛlo, foz coveteouſneſſe of wozlbly 
riches and at length there be many ſlaine: 
foꝛ there is nothing here bur pꝛide of life, 
Cob etouſneſſe of the eyes, and of the fleſh, 
where th2ough theſe grievous finnes all 
the wozld is put to great dammage and 
miſchiefe. So he that married the faire 
13 Daughter 
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Daughler, that is, the Moald, is he, that 
ſetteth all his affegions and whole deſire 
upon the w2etchedneſſe and vanities of 
this wicked wozld , and will not by any 
meanes fozſake this vaine world, like a 
wzetch. But bee that marrieth the foule 
daughter is the god Chꝛiſtian man, which 
fo2 the love of the Ringdome of Yeaven, 
and the everlaſting iopes thereof, fozſa- 
keth all this wozld, not onely doth thus, 
but alſo deſpiſeth himſelfe, obeying the 


true and everlaſting God in all things. 


Such a man certainely ſhall obtaine the 
toyfull and happy Empire of Heaven: 
Tinto the which bzing us our Lo2d Jeſus 
Amen. 


The Argument. 

Devotion, Prayer, and Thankeſgiving un- 
to God for his gifts, is a ſweet ſoundin 
Muſick, delectable in the eares of God. 
We are hereby warned aſter our firſt of- 
fending not to returne to our vomit, with 
the Dog, nor after waſhing, with the ſow 
to wallow in the mire ; no rather let us 
bathe our ſelves in the Well of ſorrows 
full and hearty repentance , in perſeye- 
rance in good life, that we may live with 
Chriſt in everlaſting joy and bliſſe. 


The 
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The 29. Hiſtory. 
Ometime in Rome dwelt a mighty 
Emperour named Andromicha , the 


8 


which above all things loved Muſicke, 


Chis Emperour had within his Caſtle a 
Well of ſuch vertue, that whoſoever were 
dzunke, by dzinking the water thereof, 
ſhould incontinently become freſh againe, 
and be delibveredfrom all kinte of dizineg, 
There was alſo dwelling in the Empe⸗ 
rours Court a Anigbt named Ydronie, 
whom the Emperour loved much, but ott⸗ 
times he would be dzunke, which vice the 
Emperour hated above all things, And 
when this Knight perceived himſelfe 
dzunke, then would he goe to the well and 
dzinke of that water and ſo refreſh him- 
ſelfe, ſo that whatſoever the Emperout 
ſaid to him her would anſwer him ſo rea- 
ſonably, that no dzunkeneſſe might bee 
ſeene in him, and fo2 his witty anſwers 
be was greatly beloved of the Tmperour. 
Nevertheleſſe bis fellows ſought to d2aw 
the Emperaurs love from him. 

At foztaned on a day that this Gmpe- 
rour went to the FozreE where hee heard 
a Nightingale ſing right pleaſantly : of- 
tentimes after ber would riſe early in the 
14 mozning 
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mozning, and ſometime from his meafe 
and walk into the wodto heare her (wet 
ſong ;- wherefoze many of his men ſaid 
among themſelves; our Lozd delighteth 
ſo much in the Nightingals ſong, that her 
reckoneth nothing our pꝛofit, inſomuch 
that thzough two things his love is with- 
drawne from us, that is, by Ydrony the 
Knight, and by the ſwert ſong of the Nigh- 
tingale, Then ſaid an old knight that 
was among them: Stirs quoth be if you 
will follow my counſell, AI ſhall-deliver 
vou of the night Ydrony , and of the 
Nightingale without hurt oꝛ death. Then 
they anſwered e ſaid, whatſecver you ad- 
viſe us to doe, we ſhall ſlraightway fulfill 
it with all our hearts. Mhen this night 
heard this, within a while after he chanced 
fo eſpye this Knight Ydrony dzunke , 
wherefoze he locked faſt the well, ſo when 
this Knight Ydrony came to refreſh him⸗ 
ſelfe he found the Mell faſt locked. 

Now the Emper our had a great buſi- 


neſſe to treat of, wherefoze in haſte he ſent 


foz this Lnight, becauſe of hie great wiſ- 
dome to have his counſell. And when 
be came befozethe Emperour, he was (ſo 
dzunk that he could not move his tongue, 
neither had wit, reaſon noz underſtanding 

to 
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Geſta Ronianorum. 
to anſtoer the Emperour to his matter. 

But when the Cmperour ſaw this, hs 
was greatly vered, foz aſmuch as he hated 
that vice : wherefozehe commanded anon 
that from that day fozward he ſhould noe 
moze be ſeene within his land upon paine 
of death. 

This bearing his foes they rejopted, 
and ſaid unto the old Knight : Now wee 
be delivered of this Knight Ydrony , 
there is no moze to doe, but that we may 
finde a way to be delivered alſo of the 
Nightingale, in which the Cmperonr de» 
lighted much. 

Then ſaid the old Knight, your eares 
ſhall heare, and your eyes ſhall ſ& this 
Nightingale ſhall be deſtroyed lhoztly. 

Not long after, this old Knight eſptev 
that the Nightingale uſed to ſit upon a 
tre even above the foꝛe ſaid Mell, wheres 
as her Pate came and coupled with her, 
nevertheleſſe in the abſence of her Pate, 
thee took offentimes another Pate & con- 
pled with him: gUhen ſhe had thus done, 
then would ſhe deſcend to the well to bathe 
her ſelfe, that when her Pate came her 
ſhould fiele ns ſavour noz evill ſent of that 
hee had done, hen the knight had ſgene 
this on a time he locked the well « when 
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the Nightingale would have deſcended 
to bathe her ſelfe, after the coupling with 
the other Mate, ſhe faund the Mell cloſed; 
wherefoze thee flew up into the tree againe 
and mourned ſoze in het manner, and left 
her ſong. Then came her Pate and ſaw 
that ſher had done againſt her nature, her 
returned againe, and in ſhoꝛt time bzought 
a great multitude of Nightingals which 
lle w his Mate, and fare her all in pieces. 

And thus was the wiſe Knight put a- 
way, and the Nightingall ſlaine, and the 
Emperour put from his pleaſure,and dil. 
appointev of the great comfozt hee was 
wont to have. 


The Morall. 


Deare Friends, this Cmperonr 1 
keneth our Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt, which lo⸗ 
veth greatly the Bong of devotton , foz 
when wee pzay we ſpeake unts God, and 
when wier reade God ſpeaketh unto us. 
The Well that was in the Pallace befo- 
keneth acknowledging of our ſing to God. 
Therefo2e if any be dzunke with ſinne, let 
him dꝛink of the Mell of acknowledging 
of his ſinnes, and without doubt he ſhall 
be ſafe. This Ydronic bgtokeneth every 
man that willfully returneth againe to fin 


after 
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Gefta Romanorum; 
after his acknowledging ſinne, like as the 
Dog that maketh avomit, and caſteth up 
the meate that he hath eaten befoze, and 
alter ward when ha is hungry, commety 


and eafefh it againe. Nevertheleſſe, if a 


man that hath thus ſinngd, will dzink of 
the Mell of acknowledging his ſinne, her 
ſhall receive his ghoſtly ſtrength. The 
Nightingale that ſate on thet re, betokens 
the ſoule that ſitteth on the trie of holy do⸗ 
ctrine. And her ſong betokeneth the Woule 
that ſitteth on the tre in devont pmyers 
to God. But this ſonle doth commit evill 
as oft as ſhe conſenteth to lane. Never- 


theleſſe, if ſhe run tothe Mell ot acknow- 


ledging of ſin, and bathe her with the wa- 

ter ot contrition, God ſhall love her. | 
But her foes, that is, the fiends of hell, 
ſeing this, that God is merciſull, they 
ſtop the well of acknowledgement of ſin, 
that is, they would withdraw us from 
dutifall acknowledgement, and from tne 
reconciliation of our ſelves betwene us 
and God, and between us and man, with - 
out ſhame and dead of repentance, not 
to declare our ſinnes. And thus th2ough 
the temptations of the Devill our adver- 
berſary, many have bene exiled aud put fo 
death everlaſtingly. And therefoze _ 
| t 


— 


— EEC 


- * 1 
— —_ — — 
— — 5 * 


* 


— 
—_— 


— — 
— _ — 
— . —— » 


— 


: _=y —_ 
Y — 
2 — — 


— 


The Hiſtory of 
we to bathe our ſoules in this life in the 
well of acknowledgment of ſinne, with 
the water of contrition, and then we ſhall 
be ſurein the woꝛld to come to have joy 


everlaſting. Unto the which God bzing 


us all. Amen. 


The Argument: 

The Soule of every good Chriftian man 
ought to prepare armed vertues for to 
withſtand the aſſaults of the Devill. We 
are here put in minde of our deliverance 
from death by the precious b'oud-ſhed 
of Ieſus Chriſt: which is a terror to all 
the Devils in hell, if we continue in faith 
and belt eve in him, the bulwarke of our 
ſalvation. 


The 21. Hiſtory. 
Ometime there dwelt in Rome a 
mighty Emperour named Hermes, 
which had a mighty ſtrong City excœding 
ſtrongly walled about, and a Bell hang⸗ 
ing in the midſt of the ſaid City, 4 when- 


ſoeber the Empercur went to any battell 


without the City this Bell was ever rung, 
but there did no man ring the Bell, but a 
Uirgin. Mithin ſhozt time after it befell 
that Dꝛagone, Serpents,, and alſo mas 
ne 
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ny other venemous Beaſts impziſoned 
much people, ſo that the Cify was al- 
molt deſtroyed; wherefoze the States 
of the City went with one aſſent to the 


. |. Emperour, and ſaid : Lozd what ſhall we 


doe? Koe, our people, our gods, and our 
City is almoſt deſtroped, and you and we 
be in perill ta periſh, thꝛough theſe cruell 
beaſts that conſume us, therefo2e fake we 
god counſell, oꝛ elſe we are undone. Then 
ſaid the Emperour, what thinks you is 
beſt to ber done in this matter, and how 
may we bee belt de fended: Then anſwered 
one of the wiſeſt and ſaid : By Lo2d heare 
my counſell, and doe thereafter, and pou 
ſhall not repent it. Yon have in your Pal- 
lace a Lyon, and ſet up a pece of timber 
fo2 the purpoſe , and thereunto let the 
Lyon be natled and made faſf, and when 
other venemous beaſts (&@ him thus uſed 
they will be afraid, and fo2ſake our City, 
and wer ſhall be in ſafetie. Then ſaid the 
Emperour,itpleaſeth me well that he be ſo 
uſed, thereby to ſave you. Then they 
fooke the Lyon and uſed him in like man 
ner as afozelaid, which when the other 
beaſts ſaw, they fled away foꝛ feare, and 
never mo2e afterwards durſt they come 
thither. 

The 
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The Morall. 

Deare friends, this Emperour befoken- 
eth the Father of Heaven, the Citie well 
walled, with her Bell in the midſt beto⸗ 
keneth the Boule walled about with ver- 
tues. The Bell betokeneth a cleane Con⸗ 
ſcience that warneth a man to Battell, 
when her ſhould fight againſt the Devill 
that be might arme himſelfe befoze with 
vertues. The Mirgin, that ſhould alwayes 
ring this Bell is Reaſon, which as a Uir⸗ 
gin inclineth unto all rightfull cleanneſſe. 
The venemous Dꝛagon that beareth the 
fire, betokeneth the fleſh of man, which 
beareth the fire of Covetouſneſſe, which 
burnt Adam our fozes-father, when he cate 
of the fozbidden Apple. The benemons 
Beaſt that poyſoned the men, betokeneth 
the ſlends of hell, which foz the moſt part 
bave deſtroyed all mankinde, The ſtates 
of the City betoken the Patriarkes and 
P2ophots, which beſonght God of coun- 
ſell andremedy, that mankinde might be 
ſabed, and anon it was counſelled foz the 
beſt remedy that a Lyon (that is) Chziſt 
ſhould be nayled upon the Crofſe , accozs 
ding tothe Scripture. ſaying thus, It was 
requiſite that one man ſhould dye for the 

people 
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people, leaſt all fleſh ſhould periſh, Then 
took they Chꝛiſt, and hung him en the 
Croſſe, fo2 the which the Devill dzeadeth 
Chꝛiſttan people, & dares not come nigh 
them, And thus by the grace of God, 
Chzilfttan men ſhall come togverlaſting 
blie. Unto the which bzing us the Lambe 
of God, which ſhed his pꝛecious blond fo: 
us. Amen. 


The Argument. 

Here is ſignified the thraldome of man un- 
to Sathan by finge, till Chriſt the Sonne 
of God deſcended, with the power of the 
holy Ghoſt , to ſet him at liberty, and 
put him in poſſeſſion of the pallace of 

, everlaſting felicity. 


The 30. Hiſtory. 

Ometime in Rome dwelt a mighty 
Emperoz and a mertifull, named Me. 
nelay, who oꝛdained ſuch a Law that what 
nocent perſon were taken and pat in pzt- 
fon, ifhe might eſcape t᷑ come to the Ent- 
perv2s palace, he ſhould be there ſafe from 
all manner accuſations againſt him in his 
life time. It was not long after, but it be⸗ 
fell that a Knight was accuſed, wherefoze 
be was taken and put in a ſtrange t darke 
pꝛiſen 


16 H11to! y © 
pꝛiſon where he lay long time, and had no 
tightbut at a little window, whereat (cant 
light Gon in, that lighted him to eate ſuch 
fimple meate as was bꝛought him by his 
ke per: wherefoꝛe he mourned greatly, and 

made ſo2row that he was thus fall ſhut 
up from the fight of men, Nevertheleſe 
when the keeper was gone, there came 
dailpa Nightingale in at the window, and 
ſung full (wetly, by whoſe ſong this wo- 
full Knight was oft times fed with top, 
t when this bird ceaſed off her ſong, then 
would ſhe flie into the Knights boſome , 
andthere this knight fed her many a day 
ofthe vicuall that God ſent him, It befell 
after upon a dap, that the night was 
greatly deſolate of comfozt. NevertheleNe 
the bird that ſate in his boſome, fed upon 
kernels of nuts, and thus her ſaid to the 
Bird: \weet Bird J have ſuſfained the 
many a dap, what wilt thou give me now 
in my deſolation to comfoʒt me? remem 
ber thy ſelfe well how that thou art the 
cteature of God, and ſo am A alſo, and 
therefoze helpe me now in this my great 
nay. 
When the Bird heard this, (hee flew 
ſoꝛth from bis boſome, and tarrped from 


him th2& dayes,but the third day ſhe came 
againe 
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againe, and Mb in der month a pꝛeti 
dus Kone, ard latd tf in ibt Knights bos 
ſome. And when ſhe havſv n 
ber flight, and leo from h * 
Knight mar vel ler at the'ffc 
Bits, and toꝛtgtotth he twkthe' 
hand, and touched dis gyves and es 
therewith, and pzeſenfly 4 fell off, ann 
then he aroſe and touched the bulzes of the 
pxifon, and they opened, and ſohe'eſrapes' 
and ran faſt to the E rms Pa —— 
Whenthe Re per of tl ſunperre 
this, he bozne fh2tce, and r gt 
up alt the fotke of the City, and led hem 
forth, crying with an high voce: Kc tl 
three is gone, fol lum we him all. And with: 
wat he ran bewwze att his fellome t toward 
theKnight, and when he cant gigi tem, 
28 0 bent his bow, amd ſhotan ar⸗ 
co er i bt the her per in the 
flew iy: and then ratr to 
Pale, where de found ſncconr againſt 
ti e Law: | | 


Wal 1 Fhe Morall. EE 

- Weareftlends; this Emperoꝛ betoken⸗ 
eth dur &02d Jeſus C hꝛiſt, who ozdained_ 
# law that what innocent, that is, what 
per ton tmpʒi foned wꝛongfullx. and might 


eſrape and come to the — of his hea- 
venly 


4 
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| benly habitation thzough repentance and 
true amendment of lite, ſhould find perpe- 
tuall ſuscour and help. This unight beto- 
ory every one that is innocent, and ac. 
ms by 15 86 22 malice unjuftly, ta ng 
geeſe iy; his pzeſent eſtate. The kaper 
$ pziſon betokeneth the Divell, Tat 
1950 ſuch a man hard bound by fly, and 
ſerveth, him with riches and deligpts of 
5 txanſitezy wozld, that. he could not 
from 1 | 
14 that ſingeth fo ſwetly, beto- 
the voice br feaben, thatdaith to 
1 Sie? Turn again, now turn again 
95 Priſoner,that.is tarnagaine thou op- 
zelfed,, and 14 0 th.ll receive thee to grace. 
For when mankind was in thzaldome to 
101 the pꝛiſon of hel, chen came there; 
ro, that 4 god- bead, bearing with 
— a fake. t betokeng eur, L02d Je-- 


ſys Chailt, Werde, te the holy Scrip- 
tare, ſaying : 1 am « ſtone, 


The ſoule of Chzift, deltended with the 
God- head, und bz abt wit im all man- 
kind aut of the pꝛiſon of. hell, therefoze; if 
amp ok us b in the patſon of wozldly op- 
pzeſſlon, tauch we our ſins, with the one, 
that js, with the vertue of our Lo2d Jes. 
4 ſus wit, by acknowledging our fins in 
ly faithfull 


| 
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faithftill Pꝛaper, and by true tonktition, 
and then without donbf the chatnegof dur 
oppꝛeſſion, with the fone; ſhall be bzoken 
and fall from us and thedw2es of heaven. 
ly grace ſhall be opened, and we ſhall ob- 
tains help and ſuccour in łhe Palace of 
the heavenly habitation. 

And if the keper of the pꝛiſon, that is, 
the Debll, ( which is the blower of the hon 
ofipzide,lechety,o2 cobetouſneſſe) ſfir in us 
any ſins then turn we again towards him 
manſullp, and ſhot at him the arrow of 
conſtant faith in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, by true and 
unfained repentance, and without doubt 
he hall flie from us: and then by the grace 
of Almighty God, we may obtain the Pa- 
lace of heavenly bliſſe where we ſhall 'be- 
hold the ing of all gloꝛy. Unto the which 
bzing us our Load Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 


[The Argument, 
A poore man exalted to dignity, is here ad- 
moniſhed not to be unthankfull, and to 
render evill for good: but even to the 
- melt imple ones to be gratefull for any 
benefit, elle ſurely God that gives thee 
this promotion, will make the brutiſh 
creatures of the earth thy enemies and 


diſpoſe thee from thy dignity , and hee 
| K 2 that 


The Hiſtory of 
that hath helped thee, be he never ſo 
baſe, may in the end bave bettet favour 
with God and man then thy ſelf; where- 
fore bee warned of ingratitude by this 


example, and know thy ſelfe, thy God, | 


: and ty friend. 


The 29. Hiſtory. 
Smetime there dwelt in Rome a 
mighty Emperour named 'Ebolides , 
It foztuned on a day that this @mperour, 
walked info a great Foꝛreſt to take his 
ple aſure, where h met ſuddenly. with a 


ſaw. him, bee was greatly moved. with 
mercy, and Mid:: Good friend, whence art 
thou e Pp ſoveraign,Lo2d,, quoth. hee ,.J 
an,” your ſubject bozn ta. por Land, and 
am now in great poverty, hen (aid the 
Emperour : Af J knew that thou wert 
frac in every thing 4 would pꝛomote thee 


to great riches,, therefozy tell me, what ia 
thy name? 


Py ond, quoth be, J am called I entu- 
lys, and J pꝛomiſe vou to dae you trne ſer- 
vice, and if 4 doe other wiſe, J ſubmit my 
ſelfe unto all manner of puniſhment that 
you can put me to. When the Empergur 
beard that,te pzomoted him tinentlꝑ 

to 


poe man, and ſo ſcon as this Emperony | 
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fo great riches, and ſhoztly after he made 
him a knight, and Stewardof his Land, 
And when her was thus exalted to honour- 
be wared very p2ond, inſomuch that he de. 
ſpiſed both bis ſuper:ours and inferton 8. 
Not long after this Steward rode by a fog, 
reſt where be met with the Foſter e char 
ged him that he ſhould make an bandzes 
pits in tze ground, t᷑ cover them over wit , 
green graſſe and (mall boughes , that i 
wild beafts fo2ftmred to goe to the Fozreft 
that wap, they might fall in, and fo being 
taken be bzonght to the Empereur. The 
Foſter anſwered & (atv : Mir, as pon have 
ſaid it ſhall be done. Not long after itfoz= 
tuned that this Steward rode to this o- 
reſt againe to ſe if theſe pits wert made, 
and as he rode, he bethonght him ſelfe how 
wealthy a man, and how mighty in power 
de was made, and how moſt men in the 
Empire obeped him, aud were at his cum⸗ 
mand. As he rode thus thinking, he ſaid ta 
bimſeife-: There is no God ſade oni g 
and with that de ſmote his hör ſe with the 
ſpurs, and ſuddenly he fell into ene 0; the 
deep Pits, that he himſelte had vzdained 
befoze fo2 the wild beafts, and fo; che great 
deepnelie thereof he contd not rife againe 
by any manner of memes; wherefo:e he 
| K 3 languiſhed 
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languiched in — perplcxity: t ffraight- 

way after him came afterce I pon, and fell 
into the ſame pit, + after the Lyon an Ape, 
and after the Ape a Serpent. Whenthe 
Steward was thas beſet with theſe beaſts 
he was erc&dingly afraid. 

Then was at that time dwelling in 
that City a poz2e man named Guy, that 
had no riches ſabe only an Aſſe, whereon 
daily be carried ſticks and wood that fell 
frem tries, and ſuch as he could get in the 
fozreſt, and thoſe he bꝛought to the market 
and ſold them : and in this wiſe ſuſtained 
bimſelfe and his wiſe as long as he might. 
At foztuned that this poze Guy went to 
the Fo2reft as he was wont, & as he came 
by a deep pit, he heard a man cry and ſap, 
O deare friend , what art thon e fo2 Gods 
Cake help me, and I ſhall recompence ther 
ſa well, that thou ſh alt ever after be the bet⸗ 
ter. When this pwze Guy heard that it 
was the voyce of a man dee mar velled 
greatly, and ſtood ſi ill on the Pits bꝛink, 
and (aip.: Lo, god friend J am come, why 
baſt thou called me? Then ſaid the Knight 
. Fo iend . am Floward of all the 

7 pe 2 > aud thus by, foztyne 

ow in St + Pit, and here be with 
Acts 15. à Lon, an Ape, 
75 | 5 and 


„ dbb me out of this deep pit, and A will 


a Romanorum. 


and an hozrible Serpent , which J feare / 
molt of all, and J wot not of which of thent 
I Hall be devoured : therefoze J p:ay this 

get a long Nope, wyerewiththog map 


make the rich fo2 ever hereafter : fo2 it J 
have not help the rather, A ſhall be de bon ⸗ 
red of theſe cruell beaſts. = 

Then ſaid his psoze Guy, A may full 
ill at this time intend to help thee: Foz 
J have nothing to live on, buf that Jga- 
ther wood, and carry it tothe market to ſell, 
wherewith J am ſuſtained. ebertheleſſe 
J will leabe my purpoſed labour, and ful⸗ 
fl thy will, and if thou reward me not, 
it will be great hindzance fo me, and to 
my poꝛe wife. Then the Ste ard made 
à great oath and ſaid, J will pzomote th 
and all thine to great wealth. Then ſaid 
Guy,if you will perfoꝛm your pꝛomiſe, 3 
ſhall doe what von command me. And 
with that he went agatne to the City and 
bought there along rope, and came to the 
pit againe, and ſaid : 

Dir Seward, lee here F'let down a 
rope to thee, binde thy ſelfe about the mid-' 
die therewith-, that J may pull thee dp. 
Then wasthe S'eward glad, and Tay ; 
Gn fcterid let down the rope i and with 

A 4 that 
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that he cals. the end of the rope dolon in- 
ta the pit. And when the Lyon © fawit, be 
' £eaught the rope and held it faſt, and Guy 
dzewupthe Lyon, wening in him ſelfe be 
bad d2awn up the Steward: and wle v. 
har had ſo done, the Lyon thanked him in 
bis manner, and ranne to the wood. The 
ſecond time that Guy let down the rope, 
the Ape leapt to it, andcaught it faſt, and 
when he was dzawn up he thanked Guy in 
his manner, and ranne tothe wd. The 
third time be let down the rope, he dzew 
up the ſerpent, which thanked him & went 
to the wood. Then the Steward cryed with 
an high.vapce:| O dear friend, now A aur 
delivered of theſe thzæ ravenous Beaſts, 
let down the rope to me that J may came 
up. Then this poze Guy let down the 
rope, end the Steward bound himſelf faſt 
about the middle, ant Guy dzew him up. 
And when hee was thus holp out of the 
pit, he (aid to Guy as followeth. 
Come to metomozrow to the Palace, 
and then J will reward the. Then pœze 
Guy rejoyced thersat, & went home with- 
aut any tsward. Then his wife deman- 
ded of him why her gathered no wad 
whereby they might live that day. Then 
told e of the event as it befell, how 


the 
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the Steward fell into a vit. (and alſo the 
Lyon, the. Ape, and the Serpent} that he 
bad made in the (aid Fo2reſt, and how hee 
had holpen him out with a rope and ſaved 
him from being devoured of the th2ee ve. 
nemous beaſts: & that he ſhould goe to the 
Ste ward, and fetch his rewardon the mo2- 
row, When his wife heard this the rejoys 
ced greatly,and ſaid:it᷑ it ſhall be (o,J pzay 
you riſe to mo2row at a due houre, any 
go to the Palace, and receive your reward, 
that we may be comfo2ted thereby. 

Do in the meꝛning Guy aroſe, and went 
fo the Palace , and knocked at the gate : 
then came the Pater, and asked the caule 
of bis knocking. J p2ay thee, quoth this 
Guy, goe to the Steward, and ſay to him 
that here abideth a pode man at the gate 
that ſpake with him yeſterday in dhe F0z- 
reſt. The pozter went and told the ſteward 
as the pooze man bad (aid. Then ſatd the 
Steward, goe you againe and tell him 
that he lreth, faz yelterday ſpake J with 
ns men in the fozreſt, and charge him that 
he go awaꝑ and trouble me no moze. The 
pozter went fazth and told phe Guy what 
the Steward had ſaid, and charged him to 
goe away:: Then was this pe Guy ſaz⸗ 
rowfall ,qnd went home,and when he was 

come 
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come home, ho told ys wife is the &fe- 
ward anſwered him. Dis wife comfozted 


im in all that ſhe might, and ſaid: go you 


again and pꝛove him thzice. Then on the 
mo: ro, this Guy aroſe and went to the 


Palace againe, pꝛaping the pozfer to doe 


dis errand once agatne to the Steward: 
The poꝛter anſwered, 2 ſaid gladly would 


F dae the errand, but J feare me ſeze it 
will ve to thy hurt, then went he in and tald 
tho te ward that this poze man was again 
returned. Mhen the Steward heard that, 


he went gut, and all to beat pooze Guy, 
and teft hin in pertll of death. When his 
wite beard this the came with her Alle and 
led him home as lhe might, and all that ſhe 
had; ſhe ſpent on Surgeons and Phiſitt- 
ans ts help him. And when he was per⸗ 
fedly whole, he went tothe Foꝛreſt as he 
was wont fo2 to gather Ricks and (mall 
weodfo2 her living, And as he went in the 
Fozrelſt he ſaw a Lyon dꝛibing befoze him 
ten Ales that were laden with rich Jew- 
els, and marchandiſe. This U pon dꝛove 
foath the Aſſes befo2s Guy, which feared 
dim fo2e , {leſt he ſhould have devonred 
him, neuertheleſſe when he beheld theLy- 


ion better, ye knew woll that it was the 


ſame Lyon that he dꝛew out of the pit 
This 


F 
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This Lyon leſt not Guy till all the Ages 
with the marchandiſe were entrediats his 
yarv,andthen the Lyon did him eboyſance, 
and ran to the wor, 

Lben Guy ſearched the fardels, and 
\ found great riches therein, wyerefoze hee 
mate Pzoclamation in divers Churctes, 
if any man had loſt ſuch gods, he theuld 
have them againe, but there was none 
that challenged them. And when Guy ſaw 
this he (@ld the gods, and bought therewith 
houſe and land and ſo was made rich. 
Nev:crtheleſe he went to the Fozreſt, as 
he did befoze, And as he was in the F03- 
reſt gatgering wood, he ſpied the Ape on 
the top of attee, bzeaking boughes buſilx 
with her teeth and clawes, and thzowing 
them down, ſo that in ſhozt time Guy 
bad loaded his Aſſe. And when the Ape 
had ſo doue, ſhee went her way, and Guy 
went home. 

Now Guy on the moꝛrow went to the 
Fozreft again, and as he ſat binding his 
fagots, be ſaw the Serpent that be dzew 
out of the pit, come towara him bearing in 
ber mouth a pꝛeclous ſtone of thꝛe colours, 
which te let fall at Guyes feet, and when 
ſhee had thus done ſhe kiGed his fat and 
went her way. Then Guy tok up the 

one 
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lone 5 and marvelled greafly- of what 
vertue it might be: wherefo:e he roſe up, 
and went to a Jeweller named Perer and 
ſaid : Deare Bꝛother, I pzay thee tell me 
the vertue of this pzecions Stone, and J 
hall reward thee loz thy labour. Men 
this Jewelter had well beheld and under⸗ 
fodthenature of the one, be ſatb : Gwd 
friend, if thon lift to ſell the Cone J ſhall 
give thee an hundzedmarks fo: it. Then 
ſaid Guy, J will not ſei the ſtone till thou 
tell me truly the vertues thereof. Then 
ſaid the Jeweller,  withont doubt thts 
Stone hath thzee vertues: the firſt vertne 
is, that whoſoeber beareth this Stone as 
bout bim (hail have jop without ſozrow, 
the ſecond vertue is, that hee ſhall have 
plenty without want: the third vertue te, 
be ſhall have light without varkncſſe : 
and it hath alle another vertue, that no 
man may ſell it bat fozaſmuch as it is 
wozth and it he doe the contrarp, the tone 
returneth again to the firſt owner. When 
Gay heard this, he was right joyfull, and 
ſaid to him ſelfe, in a god houre J dzew 
theſe beaſts ont of the pit. 

Kot long after it vefell that this Guy 
by the vertue of this Stone was m ide pal- 
ung rich, and bought great a and 

wings, 
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livings, wherefaze within a while be was 

wade Buight- At was not long alter but 

the Emperour had tnowledge: how Sir. 

Guy had a ſtone of ſuch vertue, wherefaza 
he (gat: to Bir Gny, commanding bim to 

tome to im in all yaſte, and ſo he did. And 

hen ir Guy was tome to the Emperoz. 
erer ſaid ta him: Þy friend, 1 
have beard. ſay, that (ometime thou wert 
in great poverty, andnaw thay axt made: 
rich be the vertue ofa little Cong, therefoze. 
A pzay. the that; thou ſell me: that tone 2 
Air Guy anſwared and ſatd, that may 1 
nat doe, fo2 lo long as I bade that ſtone, 
Jam ſure of thze things, that is, of joy 
e ſozraw, plenty wittzant want, and 
5 bt without daxkneſſs. Mhen the Em. 
» perbur bearn this, he had a greater deſita 
a ta buy the ſong then he had befoze , and 
4 oy bim: Dir Guy, of two things thou. 
2 chu sone, that is, whether thou wilt 
1 | foplavethis Gmpize, and alt th hindzed, 
D 


02 elle ſell me the one. Then ſaidſir Guy 
pLo2n, if it muſt neods be thus, ba it at 
{ your will. ever theleſſe J ſhall. tell von 
the property of. this ſtone, if vou pay not 
1 fo2 it as it ia wozth, without doubt it will 
, come, to me againe. Then: the Cmperong 
laid, ſurely J will give ſufficient, fo; ey 
a I 
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chall rcceive of me therefoze a thouſand 
pound, and ſo it was done Dir, Gny recet- 
ved the money and went home. w- 
On the mozrow early he opened the 


offer, and found the ſtone, and then he told 


to the Lady his wife, how he hav ford 
in his coffer the ſtone which he ſold to tte 


Emperour, Then ſaid his wife, good Dir, 


haſte you unto the Emperour againe, and 

gibe him the fone; lef he be diſpleaſed-, x 

th2ough maltce repute ſome deceitin us. 
Then went fozth Sir Guy againe to the 


Gmperour , and ſatd to him: Þy Lz, 


veſterday old pau a fone , which if it 
pleaſe yon J would faine ſ&. The Empe- 
rot; went foz the ſtons to his Treaſur 
bert found it not, wherefsze he was right 
ſozrowfull, and came againe and told Hir 
Guy how it was loſt. Theh'ſaid Hir 
DY Lo2d grieve von not: foz J told pu 
xeſterday that J might not ſell it except 
had the value thereof, and:/yefterday J re- 
ceived a thouſand pound of vou therefoze, 
and thisday'J found it in my toter aga ne 
and therefoze if 4 had not b2onght the 
one again, peradbenture vou would habe 
che wed me peur heavie countenance, and 
wich that tze chewed fo2th the lone, where 
| | abth- Empereur marvelledgreatly, and 
| ſaid 
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Scſta Romanorum. 
ſaid Sir Guy, by the faith that thou o elt 
tome, tell me how thou commeſt by that 
lone. Then ſaid Sir Guy, by the faith that 
A owe fo pon, 4 hall tel vou the very truth. 


as touching this ſtone. Naur Steward that 


is pꝛomsted up of neught, cauied many 
deep pits to be made in your foꝛreſt, and it 
foꝛtuned that he not long after fel into one 
of them him fei, and thꝛeugtz the der pneſſe 
thereof could not riſe aga en. Itchanced ai 
ſo the ſame day that a K ion, an Ape, and a 
Serpent fel into the pit with him, at which 
time J was a very pe mar, and-taoks 
great pains foꝛ my living, and as J walked 
into the Fozreſt with mine Alle to gather 
wood, hee crped to me that 3 houlv helpe 
him out of the pit, ſave him from death, 
foz there ware in the pit with him thzcs 
vanemous beaſts, that is, a Lion, an Ape, 
and a foule Serpent, and then he pꝛomiſen 
me be his mozd, ta pꝛomots me and all m 
kindzed to great riches. MAhich / u ben 1 
heard J was tight glat, and: let downe a 
rope unta him, ſuppoſing ta have dꝛawne 
him up, and haled a Lion, and after that an 
Ape, and after a Serpent, and at the laſt 
peut Ste ward. 

The Lyon gave mee ten Ales laden 
with merchandize, the A pe gave me ag 

much 


; The Hiſtory of ' | 
much wood as mine ade might beare, and 
the ſerpent gave me this tone that I have 
ſoln von, bat pour Steward beat me and 
wormded me ſo ſoze fo; my good will, that 
I was bone home upon mine alle, * 

When the Emperour heard this, his 
heart was moved greafly againſs the 
Steward, wherefoze- be examined him of 
that falſe ded :- but he was dumbe, and 
would not ſpeake, fo ſo much that hee 
could not denp his ingratituds, 

Then ſaid the Emperoz : O thou lozet⸗ 
ched creature, unreaſenable beafts as the 
Lion, the Ape, and the Serpent, rewarded: 
him ſoz his god ded, and thou that att a 
reaſonable mau haſt almoſt be aten him tg 
death that ſaved the, and tk the ont of 
the pit, therefoze fog thy fallhowv and wie · 
kedneſſe J judge ther to be hanged this dax 
on the gallo ws ans all che gets and lands 
J grant to Sir Cay, and alſo'Fo2datne 
that Sir Guy ſhall octupy thy place, and be 
my Steward: and ſo it was done . Mhen 
Sit Guy was thus re warded by the Em⸗ 


percur, and mute Steward; he was welt 


beloved of eber man as long us her lived, 
and at the leſt ended his lite with honour 
in peace. 
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at la is pzomoted to great riches and 
wozivly honour, as the Pſalmaiff faith: 
God lifterh the pooreman out of the mt. 
But many luch men neither know-God 
no themſelves, but canſe de pe pits to be 
made, that is, unkindneſe and matice, 
they 02daine againſt im ple men, intothe 
which pit the Devtll oft cauſeti them to 
fall, accozaing to the Text in Recleſſaſti- 
cus: Who maketh a pit for another man, 
himſelfe fallech therein : which Text was 
well pꝛobed by. Haman, ho canſed the 
gallowes to ve ſet up fo: Mordscheue, but 
was hanged thereon himſeife. This Guy 
that went daily tothe Fore@® with his 
Alle to gather wood, betokens every juſt 
and godly man, fearing \God in the Foz⸗ 
reſt of this wo21d : his wod that hee ga- 
thereth, betokeneth his faith and good 
wozkes, whichhe carriethnupon his Ale, 
humane endevour , wherewith his ſoule 
may joy and live in the tabernacle of hea⸗ 
ben. And as the Steward, the Lion, the 
Ape,and the Serpent tel into the pit,right 


ſo a finfall man W lan — . 


The Hiſtory of 

But the Lyon of the Tribe of Iuda (that 
4s'Jeſus Chꝛiſt) deſcended with him as 
oftentimes asthe ſinner hath will to come 
to grace. Therefoꝛe, ſaith the Pialmiſt, 
I amwith him in tribulation. This Guy 
d2aweth up the Lyon , that is, mans 
Soule-ont of the the pit, by the cozd of 
vertues: Mee dꝛew up the Ape alſo, that 
1s, contrary will to reaſon, that he may 
obey to reaſen, Foz of all manner of 
beaſtsthe Ape is moſt like fo man, right 
as among all the ſtrengths of the foule, 
.difcretion cnght to be linked with reaſon, 
and to obey reaſon. Mee dzewup alſo a 

Serpent, by which is to bee mnderffood 

repentance, fo2 two canſes : foz as the 
Serpent-beareth in his month venome; 
and in his taile a medicine: right ſo, re- 
pentance beareth at the beginning bitter- 
neſſe to the deer, yet it is ſweet and me- 
dicinable unto the Soule at the end, and 
therefo2e every juſt man ſhould pzaw to 
him the Serpent of repentance. Then af 
the laſt he dꝛe w up the Steward from the 
pit of ſin, accozding unto Chzilks ſaying, , 
I am come not onely to call the righteous 
but ſinuers to repentance. Alſo it is wait- 
ten, that Seneca, the Philoſopher taught 
an Emperour many lawes and vertues 
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of kruth, and at [aft as this ſteſvard did, he 
ſought the death ür Seneca. Alla Chꝛiſt 
gave power to Iudas to wozk miracles, as 
he did to the other Diſciples, vet be betray- . 
ed him at laſt : Right ſo, now adayes mas 
ny childzen of Bclial delight moze to doe 
harm then good, ſpectally to them that 
would tnſfruc them perfectly both foz the 
ſoule and body. 
The Lyan gave fo the juſt and godly 
pooze man to Aſſes laden with marchan- 
diſe : that is, our Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt gives 
unto every righteous man ten Comman- 
dements charged with vertues, by which 
begroweth tothe riches of Heaven. The 
Ape alſo gathereth him wood as oft as the 
juſt man wozketh the fruits of faith: foz 
wood neceſſarily is p2offitable foz two uſes 
that ts, to make fire, andto butld houſes, 
Even ſocharity rejoyceth God and An- 
gels in heaven, accozding to the Scripture 
More joy is among Angels for one finnec 
that repenteth, & c. Charityalſoratſeth the 
houſe of Peaven: againſt the comming of 
the ſoule- The Merpent alſo gave him a 
ffone of thz& divers colours, which beto- 
kene th gar Loꝛd Jeſus Chzilf, whom wee 
ſek by Repentance, Therefsze ſaith 
aint lerome in his ſecond Table thus: 
ä 1 2 We 


[| We ſhouldivepent us after our ſhipwrack- 

| Chil is the tone, may be pzoved 
by elle ſaying ; I am a living Stone, 
Chailt bath thzs colours, which betoken 
| the power of the Father , the wildame 
| | of the Bonne, andthe humility of the ho- 
\ | lyGhoft: Therefaze , who ſg may get this 
| | pzecious fone, ſhall have the Empire of 
{| heaven, joy without ſo2row, plenty with- 
| gut want, and light without darkneſſe. 
|| Unto which bing us our Lozd Jeſus 
% Chiill, Amen. 


1 The Argument, 
Zy rde Nativin of Chriſt preceedeth joys 
1 full gladnefſe to the world and ſalvation 
unto mankinde. Vet is man unthanłſull 
unto God, contrary to his promiſe made 
1 in Baptiſm, Wee are warned in all 
wordly tempeſfs continnally to cleave 
co Chriſt by Faith and Hope, to conti- 
pain wel- doing, and to withſtand the 
| malice of the Devil t che Preachers of 
1 Gods word are ſent of God ta confouud 
1%; rbeDevil by ſound do@rine and good 
fe. Life ind death is ſet before men: we 
Will. @ oughtehen to chuſe that like that may be 
WW! . for our eyerlaſting comfort., 


The 


Gefta Romanorum. 
The 32. Hiſtory. 
Ometime delt in Rome 4 

1 mperour named Anſelmé, 
— the Kings daughter of Tetu alem, 
a faire Lady and a gracious in the fight of 
evory man, but ſhe was long time with 
the Eimpero2 ers ſhe bare him any child, 
wherefoze the of the Empire were 
ſo2rowſull becanſe their Lo2vhad 6 
r of his own body begotten. Till 
lat it befel that this Anſelme walked affer 
fuppet in an evening, into his garden, and 
bethought himſelte how ge gad no Yoirez 
and how the King of Ampluy warrebon 
im contintatly, fo2 ſo much as he had ns 
Don to make defence in his abſente, there⸗ 
keze de was ſoitowrull and went to his 
chamber and lept. Then he thought hee 
ſaWaviften in his lp, that the mating 
was moss clear then it was wont to be, F 
that the Pon was much paler on the one 
ſive then at the other. And after de ſab a 
dir ot two colours, and by that bird toy 
two beaſts which ted that little biro wirt 
their heat. And after that came many mo 
beaſts, x bowing their bꝛeaſts toward the 
| bir „ent thetr way. Then cams there 
; diversbirds that ſung ſo ſwe&tly and plea» 
1 2 ſantix 
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The Hiſtory of 
ſantly that the Emperour awaked. Jn the 
mozning early this Anſelme remembzed 
his villon, i wondzed much what it might 
fignifie, wherfoze he called to him his Phis 
loſophers and alſo the States ofthe Em- 
pire , and told them his deeam, charging 
them to tell him the ſignification thereof, 
upon paine of death, and if they tolo hin 
true interpzetation thereof; bee pꝛomiſed 
them great toward. Then ſaid they: deare 
Lo2d , fell us pour dzeam, and we ſhall 
declareunto you what it betokens.| Then 
the Emperour told them from the begin- 
ning to the ending, as it is afozeſaid. 
When the Philoſophers heard this, with 
glad chear they anſwered and ſaid: Wir, 


the viſion- that you ſaw betokeneth-good,, 


fo2 the Empire ſhall be clearer then it is. 
The Pon that is moze pale on the one 
fide then an the other, betokeneth the Em⸗ 
pꝛeſſe that bath loſt part of ber colour , 
thzoucgh the-conception of a Son that ſhe 
hath conceived. The little bird betokeneth 
the ſonne that (hee Chall-beare. The two 
beaſts that fed this bird betaken the wiſe 

and rich men of the Empire, which ſhall 
ober the donne. Theſe other beaſts that 
bowed their bzeſts to the Bird, befoken 
many other Nattons. that ſhall dee bim 
homage. 


Na 1 OINanNOTUIM 

homage; The bird that ſang ſo ſweetly tg 
this little Bird, betokeneth the Romans, 
who ſhall rejoyce and fing becauſe of his 
birth. This is the very iaterpzetation of 

Four d2eame. th 
- When the Emperour heard this, her 
was right joyful. Soone after that, the 
ESmpzelle travelled in childbirth, and was 
delivered of a faite ſonne, at whoſe birth 
there was great and wonderfull joy made. 
. When the Ring of Ampluy beard this, 
be thonght in himſelle thus: Loe, I have 
warrey againſt the Emperoz all the dayes 
of my life, t now he bath a ſon, who. when 
be commeth fo full age, will revenge the 
wzongs J have done againſt his Father, 
therfoze it is befter that J ſend to the Em- 
perour and beſ@&ch him of truce and peace, 
that his ſonne may have nothing againſt 
me when he commeth to manhood. When 
her had thus ſaid ta himſelſe, he w2ote to 
the Emperour , beſzching him to have 
peace. When the Emperour ſaw that the 
King of. Ampluy w2ote to him moze fog 
feare then foz love, he wꝛote again to yim, 
that if de wonly find good and ſufficient 
ſureties to ke p the peace and bind himſelte 
all the daes of his lite to doe him ſervice 
and homage, ans to gide him yearly a ter- 
L 4 taine 


AM 


man be a perpetuall Covenant of Peace. 
Allo he asketh homage and tribute which 
tt is good ta full. Then the King ſent his 
Ii mefſengersfothe Gmperour , ſaying that 
I bes wenlofulfill his defire in all things, if 
it might pieate his bighnege that his Won 
and the Kings daughter might be married 


Rory e 

toin tribute, he would receive him to peace. 

MNhen the n ing har read the fenoz ofthe 
Emperezs Loiter , he called his Touncel, 
pꝛaping them ta give him connſell how he 
might beſt doe as touching this matter. 
Then aid they, It is good that ye obey the 
Emperours — 1 commandement in 
all things. F02fftſt, in that her dell ted of 
you ſurety fo2 the Peace : to this we an= 
ſwer-thus; Pee have but one Daughter, 
and the Emperdur one ſon , wherefo2s let 
a marriage be madebetwer them, e that 


g together. All this well pleaſed the Empe- 


ron, ret he lent again, ſa ying it᷑ bisdaughs 
ter were a clean virgin from ger birth un⸗ 
ts that day, he would conſent to that mar⸗ 


riage · Then was the ning right glad, foz 


i bis daunbter was aclean virgin. 


Therefoze when the Letters of Cove- 
nant and compact were ſealed, the King 


| [| farmlhedacatr ſhip wherein he might ſend 
s davghtor, with many noble Koights, 


Ladies, 


Seſta Romanorum: 
Ladies, and great riches, unto the as 
ronr foz to habe his ſonne in marriage. 
And when they were ſayling in the Sea 
toward Rome, a ſtoꝛme aroſe ſo extremly 
and ſo hozribly, that the ſhip bꝛake againſt 
a Rock, and they were all vzowned, ſave 
onely the young Lady, Which fixt her hope 
and heart ſo greatly on God that ſh& was 
ſaved. And about tha& of the clock the tems 
pelt ceaſed, and the Lad dꝛabe foath over 
the waves in that b2oken ſhip which was 
caſt upagaine : but a huge whale follow- 
ed after ready to devolire both the hip and 
her. Whergfoze this young Lady when 
night came ſmote fire with a tons, where- 
with the ſhip was greatly lightned, and 
then the Whale durſt not adbenture to. 
ward the ſhip foz feare of the light. At the 
Cock crowing , this young Lady was ſo 
weaty of the great tem peſt and trouble of 
the ea, that ſhe llept, and within a littis 
whtle after the fits ſurceaſcd a the UWhals 
came and devoured the Uirgin, And when 
the awaked and fouud her ſelfe \wallowey 
up in the. Mhales belly, the (motr fire, and 
with a knife wounded the Whale in 
places, and when the Whale felt hiaiſsife- 
wounded, accozding to dis nature, bebs- - 
gun to ſwim to Land. 

Thers 
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Where: was dwelling. at that time in 8 
country na re by a noble Earle, named 
Picris, who faz his recreation walking on 
the ſea / hae, ſalo the Whale comming tos 
wards the land, wherefoze he lurned home 
again, andgathered a great many of men 
and women, and came thither againe, and 
fought with the Wrhale,and woundsd bim 
very ſoze, and as they ſmote, the Wapden 
that was in his belly cryed "with an high 
voyce, and ſaid; O gentle friends, have 
mercy and compaſſion on me, fo J am a 
Kings Daughter , and a true virgin from 
the houre of my birth to this day. When 
the Carle beard this, he wond2ed greatly, 
and opening the ſide of the UWhale faund 
the young Lady, and tek her out. And 
when Che was thus deliberedſhe told him 
fozthwith. whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and 
bow chte had loft all ber gods in the Mea, 
and how ſhe ſhould have bene married 
unts the Empercurs ſonne. And when the 
Earle heard this be was very glad, and 
comfo2tev het the moꝛ e, and kept her with 
him till ſhee was well refreſhed. And in 
the meane time he (ent meſſengers to the 
Emperour, letting him ta know how the 

Kings daughter was ſabed. 
Then was the Emperour right ann of 
er 
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Geſta Romanorum. 
her ſafety t comming, and had great com 
paſſion on her, ſaping: Ah god maiden lo: 
the love of my ſon, thou haſt ſuſfered much 
wo: nevertheleſſe if thou be wozthy to bee 


his wife, ſoone ſhall J pzove: And when 


be had thus ſaid , he cauſeath:& veſſels to 
be bzought fozth : the firſt war made ol 
pure gold well beſet with pꝛecious ſtones 
without, & within — ot dead mens — 
and thereupon was ingraven this A 
Who ſo chuſeth me, ſhall finde — he 
lervech, The ſecond veſſell was made ot 
fine filver, filled with earth and woꝛmes. 
and the ſuperſcrition was thus: Who ſo 
chuſeth me, ſhall finde that his nature 
deſireth, he third vefſell was made ol 
Lead, full within of pꝛecious ſtones , and 
thereupon was inſculpt this Poſey: Who 
ſo chuſeth me, ſhall finde that God hath 
diſpoſed for him, Theſe th:& veCels the 
Emperour ſhewed to the Maiden & ſaid: 
Ks here daughter, theſe be rich veileis⸗ 
il thou chuſe one of theſe wherein is pzofit 
to the and to others, then ſhalt thou have 
my ſonne. And ik thou chaſe that wherein 
is no p2ofit ti thee no2 to any other, ſ@thly 
thou ſhaltnot marry him, | 
- When the Paide beard this, hee lift 
up her hands to God eſaiv. Thou Loꝛzd, 
tyat 


The Hiſtory of 
that knoweT all things, grant m& grace 
this hoare (6 to chuſe, that A map receive 
the Emperours ſonne- And wich that ſher 
beheld the fivit veſſell of gold which was 


engraven royally and read the ſuperſcrip- 


tion + Who ſo chutech mee, &c. ſaying 
thus : though this veſſel! be fall pzectons, 
aud made of pute gold, nevectheleſfe J 
know ast what is within, therafoze my 


dene Lord, this veſſell will J not chaſe. 


And then beheld ſhe the ſecond befſell, 
that was of pure ſilver, and read the u- 
perſcription ; Who fo chrifeth mee ſhall 
tinde that his nature deſiteth, Thinking 
thus within her ſelſe, i J chuls this veſlell 
what is within it J Know not, but well 
J wot there ſhall J finde that nalure eſe 
7 oveth and my nature veſireth the lull of the 
\ —— and thereſoge this beſfell will J not 

1 | cha 5 8 

When ſhe had ſeene theſe two veſſels 


and hav given an anſwer as touching 


thom, ſho beheld the third vegell of Lead, 
and read the ſupericeiption- 5 Who ſo 
chuſeth me, ſhall find that God hach diſpo- 
ſed. Thinking within her ſolfe this veel 
is not verp rich, noz outwardip p:ecions, 
| vetthe ſuperſcription faith; Who ſo cnu- 

| tech me ſhall finde chat God bath diſpoſed 
and 


| 
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ta Romanerum. : 
and without doubt God never viſpoſeth 
any harme, therefo2e by the laabe ot God, 
this veſſell will J chuſe. 
When the Empercux heard this, be ſaid: 
| Dfaire Maiden open thy veCell, "02 it is 


full ot pꝛecious ſtones, and ſg if thon haſt 


well choſen oz no. And when this poung 
Lady bad opened it, ſhe found it full of 

fine geld and pꝛecious tones. as the Cm- 

peroux had fold her befoze- Then ſaid the 

Cmperour : Danghter, becauſe thou haſt 
wiſely choſen, thou ſhalt maxry my Wan. 
And then hee appointed ths wedding day 
and they were marryed with great ſalem⸗ 

nity, and with much honour cantinned to 
their lives end. 


The Morall. 


This Emperoar betokeneth the father 
of heaven _ was long fime without a 
naturall Don, therefoze many men were 
in danger of periſhing in hell. The Em 
pzeCe concetved when the Angel Gabriel 
ſaid: Lo, thou ſhalt conceiye and beare a 


cleare when this little child lightned the 
wozld with his birth. The mone began 
fo way pale when the face of the Wirgin 
Mary was over-ſhadowed by vertus of the 

grace 


| | Child, And then the firmanent began ta 


The Hiſtory e 

grace ofthe holy God, and not only her 
face was thus ſhadowed but alſo her bo 
by, foꝛ ſhe was conceived with Child as 
another woman, wherefoꝛe Ioſeph would 
habe foꝛſaken her p2ivily and gone awap. 
This little Bird that came from the one 
fide of the Pone, betokeneth our 1025 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who at midnight was bozn 
of the Uirgin Mary, wzappe? in cloathes, 
and laid in an Ore all. The two beaſts 
betoken the Dre and the Aſe that Ioſeph 
bought with him which honoured him in 
bis Birth. Theſe other beaſts that came 
from farre betoken the Shepheards in the 
field, to whom the Angel ſaid thus: Loe, I 
ſhew you great joy. The birds that ſung 
ſo ſweetly, betoken the Angels of Heaven, 
which ſung at his birth this joyfull ſong : 
Slory be to God above, and peace to men 
on earth. 

The Ring of Ampluy, which held was 
againſt the Emperoꝛ, betokeneth all man- 
kinde, that were contrary to God as long 
astyry were in the devils power. But im⸗ 
mediately, when cur Lozb Jeſus Chziſt 
was bozn , de bowed himſelfe to God, and 
beſcnght vim of peace when he received 
his vaptiſm, foz at our baptiſm we pꝛo⸗ 


miſed to dzaw onely to God, aud fozſake 
the 
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SGeſta Romanorum. 
the De vill and all his pompe. Phe Ring 
gave his daughter in martage to the Em · 
peroꝛs ſen. Right ſo every oue of us ought 
to give his ſoul in marriage to Gods Son, 


fo be is alwapes ready to receibe our 


ſoule as his ſpouſe, accoꝛding ta the Scrp- 
ture, ſaying thus: I will marry thee to 
mee. But ere our ſoule may come to the 
Pallace of Yeaven, ſhe muſt ſaile by the 
Dea of the wozld, in the ſhip of good life: 
vnt oftentimes there riſeth a tempeſt in 
the ſea, that is, trouble of this world, the 
temptations of the fleſh,and the ſuggeſtion 
of the De vill ariſeth ſuddenly and d2ow. 
neth the vertues that the @onle received 
in Baptiſme, nevertheleſſe yet falleth ſhe 
not out of the Chip of Charitie, but kee⸗ 
peth her ſelfe ſurely therein by Faith and 
Hope. Foz as the Apoſtle ſaith, By Hope 
we be ſaved. Foz it is impoſſible to bes 
ſaved without Pope oz Faith. The great 
Whale that followettz the Payden, beta: 
keneth the Devill, which by night »nd by 
day lreth in wait to overcome the Beule 
by in: therefoze do we as the Mayden did, 
ſmite we fire of Charity and Love out of 
the Stone that is, Chziſt, accoʒding to this 
ſaping, Iam a Stone, and certainly fbe di⸗ 
vell hall have no power over us. Pony 
men 


The Hiftory of 
the laſt they be weary of their god wozks, 
and ſo they ſliep in fin, And anon when the 
Divell percetveth this, bee devoureth the 
inner in his evill thoughts, delights, con 
ſent, and wazks. Therefoze if any of us 
fel our ſelbes in ſuch wiſe under the power 
of the Divell, let him doe as the Paiden 
did, ſmite the Divell with the knife of bit⸗ 
fer repentance, then kindle the fire of Cha- 
rity, and without doubt he ſhall taſt the on 
the land of god life. 

Che Carle that came with his ſervants 
to lay the Whale, betokeneth a diſcreet 


P2eacher, which dwelleth beſide the Sea, | 


wo2ld, that is, not vzawn to woꝛlolꝑ de lec- 
tation, but eber is ready with gov wozds 
of holy Scripture, to kill the Devill,and ta 
deftroy his power. We muſt all cry with 
an bigh voyce, as the Paibendid, know. 
ledging our ſins, and then ſhall we be de- 
libered from- the Devill, and nouriſhed 
with vertuous exerciſe. 

The Emperour ſheweth this Papden - 
th2&@velels, that is, God putteth befoze 
man, life e death,god and evill, and which 
of there be choſen be ſhallebfaine. Theres 
foze ſuith Salomon, Death and 9 ſet 

elore 


tich men, who Hine tte goldontwardly 


die in veadly finne. By the third 


Seſta Romanorum- 
befbre man,chooſe-which him lift, And pet 
man is untettaine whether he will cyools 


life oz death. 
By the fr velrell of Gold ſall ot dead 


Mens bones, is underſto mighty wo2lvly 


in riches and pomp of the wozld, never- 


' <theleCſe within they be fall uf bead mans 


; that is, the works they habe dong 
in this wozld, bee dead in the ſight of God 
zongh deadly Fine. Therefoze if — 
man cho ſuch a life, he ſhall have that 
beſerveth, that is, ſuch men be tke 


1 


S 


'Wombs that be white, and ri ite 


ted and arrayed withont,and tdbered with 
eloath vr gold end filk, but within there is 
nothing but dzy bones By the ſecond veſ- 


fell of Alver, we ought to nndertany ſome 


Fufkices, and wiſe men of. this wo, wos 
thine in faire ſperch but within ther be full 
of wbzines and curth, that is, their faire 
ſp@ch Wall abatle them nd mont at the 
day of Audgement, then the wozms of 
the earth , and peradventure leſſe, ſoʒ then 
thall they ſaffer everlaſting paine, if they 

delſelliof 
Lead, full of gold and p — pry ee ph 


are do under ſtand a Knpis and life, 
ao” Sa , a” 
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may be martied to our bleſſed Lo2d Jeſas 
' Chzif by humility and obedtence,omd ſucy 
men bear with them pꝛetious ſtones, that 
is, Faith and her fruitſull work, pleaſing 
to God: by which at the Judgement day, 
they be eſpouſed to our Lozd Jeſus Chiſt, 
and obtained the heritage of heaven. Unto 
the which bzing ns our @avicar Jeſus 
Chzilt that died on the Crofſe. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Man by Baptiſme promiſed re live in the 
a2 God and for ſake the evil. Chriſt 
ſotroweth for our fins, he requirech du. 

tifull ſervice of us at fix ſeyerall ages, 
but we are alwayes unteady for bim, yet 
the mercy of God is ſo Lrourable to- 
wards us, that he ſpareth us even till the 
laſt age of man, vouchſaſing if then wee 
repent us, and call for — 

his rercies, to receive us into the Throne 

of his heavenly grace, 


The 33. Hiſtory. | 
Dmtime thers dwelt tn Ws a migh- 
ty Emperour named Calopodus, who 
ta ke a faite Ladyto his wife. They were 
utt loag together befoze that this Empaes 

| cons 


leevingin | 
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| Cella Romaloruth⸗ 
conceived and bare him u Wonne, ago 
child, and a fatre; When he was of age, 
he was ſet to @chale; and when be came 
to fwentyp yeares of age, he defired his Fa*- 
thers heritage, ſaying : Dear Father you. 
are an old man, and may not govern your. 
Empire, therefo2e if it pleaſe vou tu gine 
it me, it ſhall be ta your eaſe. Then anſwes 
red the Emperour, and ſaid: Dear Don, 
A dead me ſozeʒ that men the Empire is 
in thy power, thou wilt not fuffitl my will 
no2 my defire.. wa © 

. Then anſwered the Emp2eſſe ( foz (s 
much as the lobed her ſon better then her 
husband) and ſaid : M Lo2d,thatcannot. 
be, faz thou haſt but one Don, therefoza as 
4 belec be, he will fulfill thine intent in all 
things: this Empire may hel bim well, 
and tberefo2e it is beſt to grant him the 


Empire; When anſwered the Empe⸗ 


rour and ſaid; J will firÞ habe ot him a, 
Letter obligatozx, that whenſoe ber he doth 
any thing againſt my will, that then 1 
will depole him from ths Empire without 


The Donne granted this, and did make 
the Obligation, and ſealed it. Ans when. 
this was done; this young. Emperour 
3 pꝛoud, that he feared neither Gon 

Þ 2 noz 
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nos man; and vid verymuch barme- But 
everhis Father ſuffered it patiently, fo; ye 
would be cozrected by tio man. Pow at lait 
there fell agreat-death in the Empire, ſs 
that many men tied foz want of ft This 
eld Empeteur was ali alone dimſelfe, and 
began to have nred, whersfoze he went to 
his ſorne-fo:' to have ſome-miintenance , 
which his ſonne gr an ſuffered fog a 
time. Wat within Chozt time bis Father 
began to war ſick, wherefo2ze be calledhis 
Don, and pzayed him to give him a dzzught 
of mult. Mis Sonne anſwered and ſaid : 
that will I aut vo, fo my muit is not gab 
tos yonr cumplexion. n 
hen ſaid che Emperour : J pzay 
Donne give mes a dzaught of the wine. 
hu dea anſwered and ſaid, that he ſhouty 
habe none, oa my wine is not vet fine d, and 
if z touch it, it will trouble, and therefo:e' 
I will nat bꝛaach it till it be cleare 4 fine. 
Chen ſaid his Sather, gibe me ſome of the 
third Tun. Chat i will not doe, quoch be, 
los that wine is not good. fog a fick man. 
Then his Father pzayed dim heartily fo3 
a dʒzaught of the fourth Tun, Chen anſwe⸗ 
red ho and ſatu, thereof get yt nons, foe it 
is ſeble and without any ſyuſtentation, aus 
ſuch wine is not good 02 you, ſoz it is not 
| tom⸗ 
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of Jerulalem, and made his complaint at 


camfo2table . Then ſais bis Father: now 

good ſonne gius ma they of the fit Tun: 
That will A nat, quoth bee, ſa that Tun 
is full of ls and daegs, and ſueh is not fag 
men, 193 icaxcely taꝛ hogs. M ben his Fa- 
ther la w he might get notbing of hun, after 
be was perfectly well. ye went to the King 


his anne, and (hewed bim the le iter obli⸗ 
gatozy which dis Don had made, whereby 
his father might put hius aut of his E mpirs 
without any gain ſaying. M ten the King 
beard this; bs called the —— Don 
to anſwer his Father: And ſuben he camo, 
he could not ani wet to his Father with any 
2 tho hong att 
his Cmpirs,and ſea | 

agatne N | 
of his like. ; 


The Morall, 


This Emperour betokeneth our Load 
Jelus Chai ; accoeing to that ſaptug,.Is 
not he thy Father that bath brought thee up, 
he hath made thee, &c. Deut. 32. verſe 6. 
Tye Wonne betokeneth man, to wham her 
gave all the Empire of this wozld accozs 
ding fo the focripture, Heaven he hath gi- 
ven to our Lord, and earth to man, Bans 


Py 


I Without ſinne. Foz . Greg 
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Rind made an Obligation with gur L025 
Jeſus ChziE, wyen be received the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm , wherein her pzomtſes 
to ſerve him truly, and fozſakethe Devil, 


Ni und all his pomp and vaine. glozy. This 


ESmperour began to war fick-on a day, 
that is, our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt is tronbled 
as oft as a Ch iſtian finneth and bzeaketh 
his Commandments; wherefoze be thirfts 
greatly foz the help ot dur ſoules, and then 
'deaskethadzaught of the ſitſt Tun, that 
is, he asks of man the firft age of chilt- 
hood to be ſpent in his ſervice, but inconti- 
nenti the wicked Child anſwereth and 
faith: J may not doe ſo, foz my Child⸗ 
bob is muſty, that is, it is ſo tender and ſo 
young , that it may not attempt ſo ſon to 


+ Cexve God, which is manifeſtly againft 


the truth, fe2 the child o one day is not 
| in his Di- 
ulogues ſaith, The children of five yeares 
of age drive out ſpirits from the boſomes of 
their Fathers. Then when God ſerth that 
de cannot have of the mull of his chilodhov, 
then veftireth be the wine of the ſecond tun. 
When anſwereth the wicked peuth, ſaith, 
that his Wine is not apf to ſerve God. 
Am when God may not have of the ſe⸗ 


cond Tunne, then asketh her of the third 


Tunne, 
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Tunne , that is of the third Tunne of his 
youth. Then anſwered the wicked young 
man, and ſaith, The wine is very ſtrong 
and mighty, t therefo2e bis youth ought to 
be ſpent about manly oteds, in this wozld, 
and nat in god itfe,which would make him 
fable and weak. When God ſeeth that her 
may not haveof this Tun, then asketh ha 
of the fourth Tun. And then ani were th the 
wickes man in bis manhoav,and ſaith, that 
aged men are fe ble, and maꝝ nat taſt, noʒ 
doe an bard repentance, and i he did, 
bee Ghonld be the cauſe of his own death. 
Shen asketh our Lozdof thefift Tun, th it 
is of his old age, when he ſtopeth, and map 
not goe without a ſtaff, But the wicked 
als man ercuſeth himſelfe, and ſaith, Chat 
his wine ts to feble to give ſuch a feeble 
man, foz it hee ſhould faſt one daꝝ, it were | 
time on the mozrow to make his grade. 
And when our Lo2d ſceth that he may nat 
have the fifth Tun, then asketh he af the 
ſixth Tua, that is, when a man is blind 
and may goe to nne no moze, pet veſl- 
reth he of ſuch a man d2ink, that is, help 
of his (oule : But the wzetcyed man lying 
in deſpaire, ſaith : Alas, alas, was ta me, 
becauſe I ſerved not Almighty Gav my 
maker and reveemer here in times paſt, 
4 whila 


|| while J was fn-yauchand in proſperity i 
now there is nothing left bat onely the lees 


| andd2zegs of wzetchedneCe,therefsze what 


wall it availe mee now to turns toward 
— But foz ſuch men wee ſhould la- 
ment. * 


NevertheleCe, God is mercifull, that 
though he migyt habe no ſervice of man 
in all his time, yet he is content ts habe 
the lees of his tunne, that is, the good will, 
[| though he ma not ſerve him otherwiſe, e 
!! ſo thalth will ſtand him in head ot 
, patient lift. For in what houre the Goner 
doth repene him of his ſinne from tho bot · 
tome of his heart, he ſhall be ſaved, as Eze- 
kiel witneſeth. But there be manp that 
will give no wine, nos no other thing to 
bim, wherefo:e God ſhall complains unto 


1! the mung or leruſalem, that ts; io the Gods * 
ers tde jadgement dap, and then as bee 
ts God and man, ſhall h give a ſentence 


{| definitive againſt uch men: ſaying, I bave 
I} hungred,'and ye gave me no meat: I have 

been naked, and ye cloathed me not 2 1 
have thirfted, and ye gave me ne drink. 


811 Loe,thus ſhall he reheatſe to the the fruits 


1! of thy faith. And when this is dove, then 
Hall ſich men be put to everlaſting patne, 

d tho jul} man into everlaſting — 

| 5 nto 
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Unto which , bzing us our Lozd Jefus 
Chailt, Amen. 


The Argument. 


Mas heing captivated by Satan, the world 
refuſcth to do for him, till the Gad · head 
ol the beayenly Father bearing an earneſt 
affection unto him, did eſpouſe him, and 
enibrace him within the boſome of in- 
ward: and/intire love, adventuring what 

he might to ſet all mankind at liberty, yet 

grudgeth the world that we ſhould al- 

wayes ſerve our God, and forſake ber 4 

bus to eſche w all ſuch malignity we are 

taught in this Hiflery, *' 


n The 34. Hiſtory. | 
1 HRome dweltfometime a mighty Em; 
peronr named Rnthony, under whoſe 
raigu the roversof the Dea had taken pꝛi⸗ 
ſoner; a mighty Mans ſon of another Re- 
gion, and bzought him to the @mperours 
pꝛiſon being bound. Nl hen this young man 
was thas in pztſan, he incontinent wrote 
to his father foz his tanſome, but he would 
neither pay his ranſome, no ſend him any 
thing foz to com fat him: This when be 
beard, ho wept ſoꝛe and would not bs com⸗ 
fo:ted ſoʒ the nnkindneſſe of his father. 


Lits 


| 
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This Empersur had a fair Daughter, 
which vitited every day the p2ifoner , and 
camfozted him as,much as ſhe might, with - 
ing him ta be merry. To whom the pꝛi⸗ 
ſoner anſwered and ſaid: Pow ſhall J be 
merry? oz bow may J jop, thus to lie faſt 
bound in pꝛiſon from the tght of man:? and 
notwithKanving this, it grteve'h me moſt 
that my Father will not pay my ranſome. 
When the Maiden heard this, ches was 
modes with pity, and ſaid : Dear friend, 
Jan (g2rp-fo2 the, andtherefoze if thou 
wilt grant me one thing, J ſhall deliver 
thee from thy anguith and paine. What 
thing is that quoth de e That thong wilt 
take me fa; thy wife. hen ſaid the Pꝛi- 
ſoner, A p:zomiſe you ſurely ta fulfill your 
requeſt aav deſire , and foz the moze alſu- 
cance, I plight you my troth. M ben be 
bad ſo done.ſhoztly after the Damoſell deli- 
bered him out of p2iſov,afib fled away with 
bim houis to his Fathers houſe. M hen his 
Father ſaw his (on andthe Maiden toge - 
ther,he asked the cauſe why he bzought tte 
with bim Then ſaid bis ſon: Wir, 
this Damoſell deliberedme out of P2iſon, 
and therefuze the hill be my wife. Then 
ſaid his Father, J will not conſent that che 
ſhall be thy wife, foz two reaſonable ich 

whic 
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which J ſhall ſozthwith chew thet The 
Tis this , it is not unknown to the that 
the Cmperour her Father might dave har 
foz thy deliverance great plenty of riches, 
and foz as much as he was untrue ts her 
own Father, and true to the, it ſemeth 
well that thou ſhouldeſt᷑ not tra long to 
ber : foz being falſe to her own Father, it 
is tobe feared ſhe will not be true to anc» 
ther man. The ſecond reaſon is this; the 
cauſes why ſhe delivered thee ont of pꝛiſon, 
was neither ſos pitty nas fes love , but fo; 
carnall luſt that ſhe had to thee. Foz at the 
deliverance ſhe made covenant with the to 
be thy wile, and had of tha thy troth; and 
bath accompanied with the: therefo2e ſon 
((aith ye) it is no reaſonthat che ſhould be 
thy wiſe . 

The Maiden anſwered to theſe objecti- 
ons, and ſais : as ſoz the firſt reaſon that 
thou layeſt agaiaſt me. that J Qouldbe un- 
true tomy Father, that is,falſe;foz my Fa- 
ther hath plenty of ricbes,and thy ſonne is 
but pœꝛze, and therfoze J holp him fo2 pitty 
and foʒ none other cauſe: andneverthel:(ſe 
thou that art his Father wouldeſt not pay 
his ranſome, that hee might be deliveren 
out of pꝛiſon. Lofo2 this cauſe I dave de- 
livered him.therefoze J am kinder to him 

then 


not streng, fag his impai,,zBen 
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then thau that art his own Father , and he 
is moꝛe he holding to me than ta th. Anto 
the other reaigy ; whereas thou ſapeſt that 
A deliveredhim becanſe of carnall lust: I 
anſwer and ſay plaini that it is not truth. 
Foz all manner of carnall love is cauſed at 
grength 62 ele of beautꝝ, but thy ſonne is 
8 t hath tay 
Ren ama þlaTrength : he is not fair, fog 
by the paine be bath had in pꝛiſen, ha is 
bought low,and made unluſt y to ſpoꝛt. and 
therefoze pittꝝ only moved ma ta deliver 
him, and not caxyall 6 7 

Then laid the ſan: father, foa as 
much as I loas in peril of peath,andw2ote 
unto pou to pay my tanſame that J might 
be delivered , aud you wauld not help me, 
but this gentle Damoſell foz pitty bath (a- 
ved me from yeath,and delivered me put of 
-p;kion , thexefoze ſurely ſhe Wall be me 
wife, Wo fozthwith ye marxied hor with 
great honour, and with her ended his life. 


The Morall. 


Deare Friends, this Empersur befo- 
keneth the Father of heaven. The young 
man wich was taken with the Pyzates 
of the ea, betakens all mankind which 


was taken with the Devill,by the finne of 
our 


* 
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dur fozefather Adam, and waycaf? into the 
p:iſon of hell witygreat ſozrow and — 
Ply Father would not ramome him, fhas 
is, the wozld Wortty doe wo fo2 him. 
Lhts faire daugpter bets the God- 
d, whith' tame vowne from Pxven; 
fook ineah©d of the Ulrgin Mary, and 
fo made a ghoſtly marriage between dim 
and man. And upon this condition he de- 
livered man kind dut of che þztſon of Pell, 
when her came from PYexven, and fozſwk 
the fellowſhip of Angetsfoz ta dwell with 
us in this weichen vale of teares. But 


the Father that 'betokeneth the Wozld 


gruvgeth ever againſt him, and wonld not 
ſaffer that the ſonle of man houldhecoms 
thir@potſe vf Jeſus Chztit, but thatſhes 
ſhould atwaz ſorve hun, aud cent lake 
our Nb. 5 

- Therefoze it we follow the wofldand 
his vanities; certainly we ſhall fall into 
the \nare of the Devil. From the which des 
lend us aur wiese Paviour Jeſus Chill. 


Amen. 


The Arzumen t. 


leihe ordinatce of Gad, chat no manthal 
+Jabbur;for worldly promotion by Cove. | 
8 falſnood, dt by dectitor 

other 
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or other evill — Man for his firſt 
_ tranſgrefſhion ſhould have been adjudged 
— torment in hell, had not the 
Son of God voluntarlly offered himſelfe 
to the death, to ſave an and de- 
ſtroy Sachen bie enemy, ſo chat thereby 
he might pleaſe him in tho habitation of 


| henden everlaſtingly. 


The 35. Hiſtory, 


Dmefime in Rome there dwelt anoble 
FEmperone of great livelthad, names 
Alexander, which above all vertnes loved 
the vertue of Bounty, tWherefo:e be 02 
dained a Law fo2 great charity ; that no 
man under paine of death thouto turn a 
Plaice in bis dich at his meat, bat only 
| eatthe white ſive, and nat the black, and 
fk an man would attempt ko dee the cons 
trary; be Chonld ſaffer death without any 
Pardon: but yet ere hee dyed, be ſhould 
agk thzee que ſtions of the Emperour what 
1 (except bis lite) which ſhoutd bs 
| granted him. 
At befell after upon a dap, that there 
tame an Earle and his @on, of a ſtrange 
{| Cottnrtry ; to ſpeak with the Emperour 
And when the Earle was ſet at meat, be 


| was ſerved with a Platte. , and-he be 
| 2K 
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was hungry, and had an appetite. ts his 
meat after he had eaten the white ſive, de 
turned the black ſide,and began toeat ther- 
of: wherefo:e ſtraight- way he was accu- 
ſed to the @mperonr, becauſe he had offery 
ded againſt the Law. Then ſaid the Em- 
perour : Let him die accozving tothe law; 
without any delay. Whey the Carles ſon 
heard that his father ſhould die immediat⸗ 
ly he fel down on bath bis knes befoze the 
Emperour,and ſaid: D my reberend Lozdg 
J moſt humbly intreat you that J may die 
foz my Father. Then ſaid the Emperoz : 
It pleaſethme well, ſo that one die fa2 the 
offence. Then ſaid the Earles ſon, fith it is 
ſa that A mult die, J aſke the benefit ofthe 
Law, that is, that J may bave this petl- 
tions granted ere A die. The CTmperour 
anſwered, and ſaid : Aſke what thou wilt, 
there (hall no man ſay the nay. 

Then ſaiy this young Knight 2 Py 
Lo2d,you have but one daughter,the which 
J deſtrs of your ig bneſſe, that ſhes may 
lye one night with me befoze AI dic. The 
Emperoꝛz granted foz fulfilling ofthe law, 
though it were againtt his will. Aever- 


thelefe, this Knight defloured her not gs | 


that night:thercfoze be greatly pleaſed the 
Emperour. ; Hee - 10 | 
anc 


continent thatſaw my father eat the black 
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The fecond petition is this. I aſke all 
thy treaſtire, and immediately the Empe⸗ 
ron granted, becauſe he would not be 
called a beaker of the Lab. And when 
the Carles ſonne had received the Empe- 
roars tteaſure, de imparted it both ts — 
and tich, by weanes whereof hee obtained 
their god wills. 

Py third petition is this: 3 as ke my 
Loꝛd, that all their eyes may be put out in⸗ 


fide of the Plaice. Wherefoze the Empe- 
rent made inquifftion imniediatly, whe tt 
us that ſaw the Carte turne the blackfive 
of the Þlatce. Andthey that ſawhimturne 
the Platce bethought him, and ſatd within 
theniſelves: If we acknowleogo that we 
fawhim do this kreſpaſſe, then ſhall dur 
eyes be put aut; andtherefoze it is better 
that we bold un til. And ſo there was none 
found that would actuſe htm. 
When the Carles ſonne law this, hee 
ald to the Emperour: Þy Loꝛzd quoth he, 
ve ſer chere is no man acculeth my father, 
thetefoze give mee rightfull judgement. 
| When aidtheEmperour:Fox as much as 
no man will acknowledge that they ſaw 
dim turne the Plaice;therofoze j will not 


that thy Father ſhall die. Loe thus the ſon 
ſaved 


| Seſta Romatrprum? : 
1 | Faved his fathers life, and after the deceaſs 
” of the Emperour married his daughter. 


r | | The Morall. 


Deart friends, this @mperour betoken- 
d eth the Father ol Heaven, which o2vatned 
a Law that na man ſhould turne the back- 
p fide of a Ptaice, that is, there Gogld ng 
4 man labour - foz [riches and p:omotion by 
K covetouſnefe and falſhood. The Garle 
that came to the Emperaur betokeneth A+ - 
t dam, our feaefather , whocame out of the þ 
n | 
7 
1 
; 
r 
p 
, 


Land of Eden, and turned up the black bp 
\. ofthe Platte, when he eat of the Ae 
the ſo2bidden tre, Wherefoze de Wande 
have ben condomned to aber laſt ing death: 
But bis Donne; that bet our 10 
Jeſus Ch2iG, he toke the fleſh of Adam, 
and p2offered himſeifs voluntacilyts dye 
fo2 himt And the Father of Yeaven gran 
1 BW lo mans 


He vertheteſſe. be cat hes dytdhe aſked 
the petitions of bis Father of Peaveon. 
The fi: was this, that hee might have 
dy him dis Daughter, which betokensth 
the ſaute of man; and bzing hor with him 
. — 


The firſt Hiftorie. 
—— in Oſee, faxing; I will wed heres 
elfe. 

— ſecand petition was his, all the 
Empers25 treaſure, which betokeneth the 
treaſure of Heaven, accozding this Scrip- 
tare : Lilo te Butbit dark difpoſedfor 
melo I diſpoſe for you· 

- Lhe thirv petition is this,that «ll their 
sye$houlpbe put aut, that is that the De- 
vill, and all faiſe witneſſes: which accuſe 
us trat men, might be put from yy light 
of heavenly grace. # 
And thus ſaved bee mankind, and led 
him op with him anto the Pallace of hea- 
ven. Untothe which/Pallace bzing mm us our 
Lo20 Jeſus. Amen. | 

[be Argument. 
The Fathet of Heaven of his meere grace, 

2 poore men, raiſing them 

; from the duſt to Git among Princes, but 

114 chey extolling themſelves without res 
garde GODS goodueſſe, they are 
agoine made abject by him. The Devill 

worketk deceit in his members againſt 

the Godly., Chriſt came downe from 
Herven to miniſter the water of etcrhall 
0 life unto man, and by his death and paſ- 
ion to rcvive our ſaules, (which before 
were dead) unto the ficine ſtate _ 

7 na: 


| 
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Gefta Romaniorum, 
nall felixitje, and to purchaſe our happi- 
neſſe with his precious blood. 5 


| The 36. Hiſtorie, + 
A Rome there dwelt ſometime a mighty 
[ Emperour named Leonicious, who on a 
day rode to a Foꝛreſt᷑ to diſpozt himſelfe, 
whereas he met ſuddenly with a ph man, 
fo: whom he ſaid thus; Friend what art 
thou? and whence commeſt thou e 
Pop Load,quoth he, J am come from the 
next Cite, and J am your man. Then ſain 
the Emperour thou ſmelt pan, therefoze 
it thou be hone and true; J willi pzomote 
the fo great riches and hononr. Then an. 
ſwered the poze man ans ſatd': Py ne, 
J pzomiſe you fattoſuliy to be true to you 
ſo long as J libe. The Gmptrone anon 
made him a'Knight, and gave him great 
riches. Mhen ha was thus pzomated, be 
wared ſo pzond, that h thought himſelſe 
moze able to be an Cmperozthen his Lozd: 
wherefo:e her made luggeſtion to divers: 
Loꝛus of that Empirs; that he might uſurp 
and take upon him thzough fcrength of 
them to be Emperonr.' When the Empe⸗ 
roux heard this, anon hat exiled him, any 
all thoſe that were conſenting to him, ſa 
that they lided abjects 3 1 
| 2 


The Hiftory of 


rege and ſozrew: and then the Amperour 


83dained other men iu their ſtead, and gave 
them all the poſſeſſions of thoſe traytozs, 
And when the bintſhed men heard that 
frangers had taken peſſeſſion: of their 
lands and goods, anon thep confpired a- 


Let tem, undthransbfrtn son requeſted 


them to banquet. And theꝝ as innocents 
thin king upon no ſuch treaſen,came at the 
bay aſſigned, and werr ler ven with fins 
poyſoned meſſes, whereby as many as ta⸗ 
fted of thoſe diſhes visd incontinent. 

When the Empero? heard this, he was 
greatly moved, and aſſembled his Coun» 
cell, to'Enquire what was beit to be done 
fox this'treaſon, andfo2 their veath. Thea 


ſaid the Em Henne: Py Lo2d, J 
am your: and you are my Father, 
and therefoze I hail give you good coun⸗ 


ſell and/pzsfitable to all men. Not farre 
dente in alittle Nation,wheretn dwelleth 
afaire Paidenandagracious in the fight 
of'ebery man, Which hath an Orchard 
weren ia Mell the water whereof is 
of ſuch vertus tat if it he t aſt uponia dead 
man iſtt aight-woy be ali iu again and 
recover hts life. m te, Y 102% U al 
deſcend! into that) Matzon, and terne that 
water, wherrhy then that were . — 

1 WW: 8 
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Geſta Ronansrum. 
the Banquet, may dg reſtoses againe 10 
life. And whenthe Cmmpsrour beard this 
begreatly rejoycod, and ſats thus t dunn 
the ceua oll is. 

And ſtraight-way the Emperoncs an 
wont into the fais Nation, and fell in cons 
teit with the Paiven, in to much that: be 
entred inte the gat ea, and afl ailed to taſks 
the water of the Mell, And ben he had 
(6 dant, he made five d@ps tuens hes the 
ground in tho which the watery 
cans whero tho bead men tax burted;hers- 
upon whon the water touches them, they 
aroſe from death to life. Theaths Gwpey 
rours Bon with great j9e.100 them nuts 

his Father. and when the Gmper ear law 
tbis, he was right joefall, wherefaze ba 
crownedbis don with a Lawrell Crown, 
in token of victo2y, and and lo hg am3ad hls 
life in reſt and peace. i 1d n 


The Morglls 1 } * 
Dears kriends tots Emperor beten 
eth the Father of Heaven. The mia man 
that was promoted, betokeneth Ligcifer, 
that was gralteo of nought , and gnthzny 
ned in the Empire of Peavea with-great 
joy and cleareneſſe, but thaongh bis p2iae 
be thought he ä 
3 


A1 5 


TikKiflery of 
| tle God: And not on like him, but moze 


ten Almighty God: wherefoze the Fa- 
tber et Beaben exited him, and all them 


that con ſented to dim, to hell: and in his 
plate man was exalted to great joy and 
doneur. The Devill ſ@&ing this, it much 
grievev him, that man ſhould come to 
ſachglozy andhonour, and bad Adam and 
Eve, to a Bangnet,' when they ate of the 
Apple, againſt Gos Commandement, 
and counſelled them'thus, ſaying : In what 
houre yee eat of the Apple, yeeſhall be like 
Gods, knowing geod and evil. And at this 
curſed banquet they were ſerhen with five 
meſſes that were popyſoned, that is, their 
five wits were accozded in sating of the 
Apple, wherofman wasinfected and vyed. 
This hearing the Emperoꝛs won Chzift 
Jelus,moved with mercy, he tame downe 
from heaven into this wozld, and acquatn 
ted him ſo well with the bleſſed virgin Ma- 
ry, that he found in her the Mell of man- 
he andcenfjoyned it to the Got-head, at- 
capingts the Scripture:1am the Well of 
Inte Who drinkerh of it ſhal not thitſt. After 
that da ſufferedtobe made five trenches 
in ide ground, that is, five wounds in his 
vod y, ut or the which ran both blood and 
Water, whereby all mankind was raiſed 
ad” | | from 


Geſta Romanarum. 


from death tolifa, and into! 
Pallace of SED 
2. bleſſed. Sabionr 


n ument. a | 131 
The father of JIE e 

diyers wayes Ars le man, 
e 


he taketh c FR 
tuall fotnicati 
1 iled fromthe 
led to ods an 


eage of heayenly e 5 41 | 5 1 


WL Tha Amur 
Ometime in Rome tert raigned A 
Imighty mperour names 
in whole Empire there 7 
Nnigbt that had two — 
ſonnes matched himſe lle 50 
thers u ill witd a cam mon Yaglot... The 
Rnigh: bearing tbis exiles his ſonne from 
bim. And when he was thas exiled, he ba- 
got on this woman ſonne: And ſoone al⸗ 
ter that hee ward liche, and, 
whexfoze be ſent metſengers fo his father, 
b3ſ&ching him of his 3 this * 
4 5 


_ Hiſtory of 
his Father,he'tokcompatſion and ruth on 
ar og wavyreclatme» from ba- 
ni An de was thus bꝛoug ht 
againe to his Fathers grate, hte gabe his 
child which be bar dy the common woman 
to 2 ather, who kindly recetved him, 
d him as his Don. 


the other Bonne deard this, he 
cad 3 2 Father, quoth be, it 
EEE 

(00d rea 
Eo of his right mind that re- 
, and nouriſheth him, 
endaniagev and grie- 
ved ves hi befoze. ow my brother wytch 
begate this Child, hath done ther great 
injury, when de married the tommon wo- 
aint toy wilt and commander, 
mo tinketh that thou art aut bt 


is tetunciled to me thou 
o them art unkind to thy 
dwne b:ofher, willing to put him from thy 


uind man dave mine heritage except 
be be tevofitifed;and yet thou never reton- 
cite oſt tyy telt to him ſoꝛ thy unkinanoTe, 
fo; then mixhteſt have retontiled thy leite 
9 


fettowſhip foevermoze;bur ſwthly ns Un. ' 
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Seſta Romanorum; 
fo him , but thon wouldeſt not, there- 
foze of my heritage gettsſt thou no part. 


The Morak. 


Deare friends, the father of theſi two 
bꝛethꝛen betokongth the father of heaven. 
Aud his two (onnos betoken the nature 
of Angels; and the natuceof man: Fo: 
man was marriodto a common woman 
92 harlot, whon he gate the Apple againſt 
the Commandement of God, wherefo2e 
be was eriled-by tho father of heaven, and 
pay trou the (apes of Paradiſe. Thoſgp 
of the commy betokeneth man- 
king, This nights ſonne,that ts Adam 
lived in great miſery, f02 after his nite 
valley of taates and weaeping,acco2ding to 
theſceipture, In the ſwear ot thy browes 
chou ſhalt ode thy bread. But atfer bythe 
paſſion ot CyziT he was reconciled. But 
the other ſonne that botokeneththe di bell. 
was ever unkiade, and grudged daily a- 
gainſt 'onr-reconciling , ſaping, that by 
reaſon of aut lune wee oughinot to come 
unto the heritage of Yeaven : Uants the 
which ding us our Lozd Juſus Chzift, 


The 


ä 
oF he. Argument. 


We 2 in eve · y vocation — callinge to 


beha ve our ſel .es julily, and to uſe the 
poore man v ĩchequity: we muſt not in - 
jory che iich men. The mighty men pre 


to be honoured, and not defrauded of 
. — of fro». 


cere life: chey chat doe contrary: to the 
meaning ok dotifulbbchooteherein, are: 
» worchy of wrockfling pats: d: 


on. - The38 Hiſhary-0n:r J 
Omtime thers dwelt. in Beweamighe 
% Gmpotour named Nonacus,: which 
Mamate. tha Jmages/; of tbe:which one 
bel» out his baphGraighuoto the people, 
and had on bis Ginger a ting a Gold. The 
fecond Image ad a beard Dold, Ano 
the third har a. Wantlt of Purple. Com? 
manding upon paine df death that na man 
Would take away: from theſe Images tze 

ring, the bears, noz the manileee. 
It beſell aftet ward upon a time, that 
ae Dioulſea T yꝛant, t amt into ihe Touts 
ple, and tobe away the ring from the firs 
Juiage, ide beard{xom the ſe cond, and the 
mantie fromthe third. And oben he had 
' thasdone, der was fozthwith — 
N the 


70 — = = OX 0” 


* 


Geſſa Romanorum 
the Empetaur, and brought befoze him, 
and ſtrictly examined ot that treſpaſſe,why 
be diſpopled the Images, agataſt the Ems 
perours cemmandment. A 4 
They anſwered Dionyie, and ſaid as 
ſolloweth : My reverend Lond, if ts law⸗ 
full to anſ wor fas my ſe lie: M den A en- 
tred into the Temple, the firſt Amage held 
fozth his hand ſtraigbt to mee, as who 
would lay, A give the this ring, and there⸗ 
foze-I-teok the ring as the gift of the J- 
mage, being loath to refuſe ſo gentle an ofs 
ter. And wopen aw the ſecond Jmage 
having a beard, I thought thus with my 
ſelfe : J knew ldmetime the Father of the 
Image. whtch had no — wes his 
Son bath a beardzwhich is agatn&reaſon;, 
the donne ts hade a deard and the Father 
none : and therefb2e J to from dim bis 
beazdzyhat. heehoald be libe bis Faber. 
After that, won J ſaw the third having a 
Mantle of gold, Atheng ht that de mantlt 
of gold was not behevelull fos hem in win ⸗ 
tet : fog gel) is naturaliy cold, which might 
be cauſe of his death, and tber toe Y te 
it rom him. becauls it ois to cold in win 
ter, and too hot in ſummer. 

When D ionyſe had excuſed him by theſe 
realene, the Cmperour anſwered _—_ 

you 


The Hiſtory of 
Thou haſt anſwered wickedly foz thy ſelle 
What ſhould canſe the rather then any 
other man to dilpaile the Images, fozaſ- 
much as A cominanoed that no man ſhouty 
take any thing away from them, thereſoꝛe 


thine owne mouth bath condemned ther. 


Anone the Emperour called to him one of 
his ©quizes,.ano charged him to (mite of 
his head, and incontinentiy hs tobe bim, 
and did apts him as the Caperaur hav 
tommanded, and ſo he dyed a Wamefult 


The Moral. 


 Deare Friends, this Em per our beto⸗ 

keneth Almighty God, tus Father of bea- 
ben. The tha Images betokensth the 
p®2e men, the rich men, q the mightyingn 
of this wozld. Tye tyrant Dioniſe hetoken⸗ 
eth allofficers in every eCate, lewale be- 
having t6em(ſelves, which take away (rom 
puze men the riag off their flagers, & ſay 
thus, J may take that is givea me. But 
When the p@ze man hath aug ht to due, ye 
mult na ds put fozth his hand ta give whe- 
ther he will oz no, if he would ſpeed. Tyey 
take away tbe be ard from tbe rich man, 

and ſay thus: This man is richer then bis 
father was, therſozs take we his li belih od 

from 


Seſta Romanorum- 
from him, and make him like his fozefa-' * 
ther. They take alſo the mantle of Gold 
from the mighty men: when they (@ any 
man ot honoz and god living, willing to 
cos tet ſuch open miſdoers, then ſay they 


this man is to cold, foz be inclineth na- 


thing to aur opinions, and alſo he is ſo hat 
in power and wozking againtt ns, theres 
fo2e goe we and take from him the mantle 
of might, and ſo they accuſe him and put 
him ont of his office, But certatnely, all 
ſach men and in perill of everliſting 
death: From the which ſave ns; bee that 
ſhed his pꝛetious bloud for us, Amen. 


The Argument, 

Man ought to newrifh Chr iſt in his beart by 
faith, and fruits of good life. The reward 
of ſuch as have care unto the com mande.. 
ments and inſtitutions of God. We muſt 
watch left we fall into emptat ion: theſe 
things conſidered, we ſhal then by Gods 

gracidus nce arraine unto 

the reward of this heavenly and over. 
laſting bliſſe. 


The 39. H 
„ere dwelt fomotime in Rowe a 
mighty C©xmperour' named Eels, 


who 


The Hiſtory of 

who had a faire young Lady fo bis-w(fe, 
upon whom be had begotten a fatte ben. 
When the States ot the Empire heard 


this, they tame to the Emperaut, and be- 


ſought him to have the kæ ping ot his n. 


Ammediatety the Emperour ſent e⸗ 
rald thong haut the City;pzoclatming that 
in whoſe 'bouſe were firſt found fre and 
water, the God man of that houſe ould 
have hade his Hon in ke ping. and to neu 
rich. And then the Emperoꝛ made a2 
clamation, that whoſoever had his on to 
kat pe ſhould nouriſh him cleanly, and feb 
im with wholeſome meats and dinkes. 
nd when the Child came to age, then 
ſhould the is per be pꝛomsted fs great ho» 
naar; wherefoze maup meu made readp 
fire and water in hope ts habe the Child: 
But in the night when ebery man was a⸗ 
lie pe, there came a Teꝛant named Sula. 
pius that quenched the fire, and thꝛew out 
the water. Nevertheleſſezamong all other, 
there was a man named Ionathas, that las 
boured ſo-diligently' that he kept both day 
and night fire and water. 
In amozning early the Heranld af the 
Emperozs commandment, went thozow 
the Citi and ſangbt in every — oe 
fire and wator, hut ea could fligdnone t 
2 | he 


© ac cy 7, on 


More A 3% + 
* - 


| 


_ Cala Romanerum. 
he came to lonathas hoaſe:, where - he; 
found both ice and water ready, — 
koꝛe he was b2ouzht before the Emperoz,' 
who-deli\verevhim'his Don Accozving to 


ö ths Piectmnation. n AY 


den Ionathas had tho: Gmpetours 
Don, he led him home unts'th»han-e, And 
ſoone after he ſent fas (Paſons and Car- 
penters, and did make a it tung cham ber of' 
lime ans ene, And when the chamber 
was flaiſhed, de ſent fo2 Painters to paint 
en the wall of the Chamber ten Images 
with this poſey painted abo be theix heads, 
Who ſo defileth theſe Images (hall dye 2 
cruell deathi; And then cauſed a'payze bf 
gallowes ti be dzawase en te doe, and ft 
gnring a man hanging th2ceon with this 
poſey painted above his bead ; So ſhall he 
be ſerved that nòuriſheth the Einperours 
Sonne amifis;1:41ſo he canſed a Cbaire ot 
gold to be mage and hiniſeite ſtting there⸗ 
therein, tramied with aCrownot Gold, 
with this ſuperſct iption above the bead: 
W ho: :;noutiſherh the Bap: rours Sonne 
cleanly; rhusifliall be be:honouredt. 
When: this was dope, ofcentimes-as 
be was alepe; be was greatly temptedto 
delle the is ten excellent but anon 
da dend. ede —_— 
ads 


The Hiflery 


heads, and then all the temptation ceaſed. 
And when the @mperours (on was evilly 
kept, then went bes to the gallowes and 
read that poſey which was wzitten above 
dis owne head, and fo; dead thereof kept 
the child better, and was diligent to give 
attendance on hin. 

And wben he behelothechaire and bin- 
ſelſe ſitting therein,crowned with a crown 
of gold, de was right jau, thinking to 
have good reward fo: ka ping of the Em⸗ 
perours Sonne. When the Emperonr 
heard ol this diligent demeanour about his 
Sonne, he ſent los him, and thanking bim 
foz bis wel keeping and nouriſhing of him, 
—_— pꝛomoted him to great honour and 
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The Morall. 
This Emperour — Father 
sf heaven. The Empꝛeſſe betakeneth the 
bledep Uirgin Mary, The: Cwperencs 
tonne betokeneth our Load Aoſus Chzilt. 
Tho Peraule chat was ſent thaengbont 
the Citis betokoneth faint. Jobs Baptiſi, 
who was ſent bees our Le to-pzepare 
the way to him, acco2ding to the holy icrip⸗ 
ture: Log, 1 ſend mine Angell before mer, 


bac. 1 thaf deſired. che Empe+ 
tours 
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Geſta Romanorume 
rours ſon fo nouriſh, betokens the Patri⸗ 
arkes and Pzophets, which deſire greatly 
to nouriſh our Lo2d Jeſus Chzilt, and al» - 
ſo to ſ& him, but they might not ſee him, 
no2 nouriſh him, ſoꝛ fire and water which 
(hoald habe ben cauſe of their ſight was 
not with them perfectly. 

The fire b:tokeneth the Poly Ghoſt 
which had nat pet appeared to them, fo2 
they were not waſhed with the water of 
Waptiſme. Alſo ye may underſtand bythe 
fire perfect Charity, and by the water trus 
Contrition, which doe now adayes fails 
in many men, and therefoze thep map 
not have the little Child Jeſas in their 
hearts, 

Ionachas that watched ſo diligently, 
betokeneth 'every good Chziſtian man, 
which ſtudieth ever to watch in well.do- 
ing, yelding to God fo2 ſinners the fire of 
charitable repentance, and the water of 
tontrition. Bat oftentimes the Tyzant, 
which be okeneth the Devili, putteth out 
the fire of charity from ont of menshearts, 
and caſteth out the water of Contrition, 
ſo that they may not nouriſh the little 
child Jeſus. Therefo2e let us watch as lo- 
nathas did, that we enter not into tempta- 
tion, And call we unto - Paſons, we > 


The Hiſtory of. 

is diſer tet P2zeachers mich can make in 
our hearts a Chamber of Cone, that is, a 
ſure Faith and Hope. Then call ws to us 
Painters, that is, Piniſters of Gods woꝛd 
Which can paint in our hearts ten Jmages 
that is the ten Commandements, which if 
thon kep and obſerve dailp, mit haut doubt 
thou ſhalt be honoured in heaven. 

And if thou ke pe well the Emperours 
Sonne, thou ſhalt fit in a Chaire of Gold, 
crowned with a crowne af Gold. And if 
that thou nouriſh him nat well, without 
doubt thou ſh ilt be in danger of tozmentin 
Well. From the which p2eſerve us our 
bleſſed @aviaur Jeſus. Amen, 


The Argument. 

The Seule of man eſpouſed unto Chriſt, ehe 
fleſh procureth che ſame to fin. The Chri- 
Rian ſoule by faith withſtandeth tempta- 
tion, the Redemption of mankind from 
fin and death. The deceits of unthankfull 
hearts. The ſpirits health the defects of 
the fleſh. After a pure repentance tollows 
eth perpecuall joy and felicity both of 
ſoule and body 

q | The 40. Hiſtorie. 
| N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Em- 
perqur named Menelay, which had wep- 
ded 
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ded the Kings daughter of Hungary, a 
fair Lady and a gracious in all h waits, 
and ſpecially ſhe was merciful. On a time 
as the Emperour lay in his bed, he be- 
thought him that he would goe viſite the | 
holy Land. And on the mozrow he tallod to 
dim the Empeſſe his wife, and his gun 
only b2other,+ thus he ſaid : Deare Lady, = 
J may not, noz will not hive from you 
the p2tvities of my heart, J pur pofe fo viftt ; 
the holy Land, wherefoze J 02daine tie 
p2incipally to be Lady # Governeſſe over 
all my Empire, and all my people / And un⸗ 
der ther J 92dain heere my brother fo bee 
thy Steward, foz to pꝛobide all things that 
map be profitable to my Empite ae t | 
my people. 
Then ſaid the Empꝛeſſe: with it wilt | 
no otherwiſe bee, but that needs thor wilt | 
goe to viſit the City of Teruſalem,F Wl bz 
in your abſence as true as any tartle that 
hath loft ber Mate, fo2 as J believe , ves 
all not eſcape thence with your life. 
The Emperour anon comfo2ted der 
with faire wozds, and kiſſed her, and after | 
that to k his leave of her and of Al other, | 
and went toward the City ot Ieruſalem. 
And anon after the Emperour was 
gone, his bzother became ſo pꝛond, that hs 
D 2 oppzelled | 


o 
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oppꝛeſſed pooꝛe men, and robbed rich men, 
| and he did wozſe then this, fo2 daily be 
ſtirred the Empꝛeſſe to commit ſin with 
bim. But ever the anſwerev again, as an 
pole and devout woman and ſaid: J will 
| quoth the never conſent to you noꝛ to any 
other as long as my Lo2d liveth. Never. 
| theleſſe this Knight would not leave with 
this anſwer , but ever when he found her 

alone, hee made his complaint to her and 
ſtirred her by all the wayes that he could, 
| | to ſinne with him. 

| When this Lady ſaw that hee would 
not ceaſe fo2 any anſwer, noz would not 
© amend yimſelfe , when ſhe ſawher time, 
che called to het th:ee oz ſoure of the woz- 
W thteſt men of the Empire, and ſaid to them 
[5 thus ;' Jt is not unknown fo yan that my 

| L020 the Emperonr oꝛdained me pzinci- 

W pall Gevernoz of this Empire, and alſo 

be oꝛdained his bzother to be Stewed un- 

| der mee, and that he ſhould doe nothing 
without my counſell, but he both all the 
| contrary : ſoꝛ hee oppꝛeſſeth greatly pœoze 
© men, and likewiſe robbeth the rich men, 
and yet he would doe moze then this; if be 
© might bave bis intent, wherefoze J com- 
mand you in my Lo2ds name, that you 
| binde him fall and caft zim into pꝛiſon. 
| Then 


i | | 
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Then ſaid they,ſuthly he hath done mas 
ny evill deeds ſince our Lozdthe Empe⸗ 
ronr went, therefoze we be ready to obep 
peur commandements, bnt in this matter 
you muſt anſwer foz us to our Lo20'the 
Emperonr, Then ſaid ſhe: dead pee not, 


if my Lozd knew what he had done as 


well as J, be would put him to the fouleſt 
dMth that could be thought: Jmmedtately 
theſe men laid hands on him e bound him 
faſt with Xzon chains, and put him in pꝛi⸗ 
ſon, whereas he lay long time atter ill at 
the laſt it feʒtuned there came tidings that 


the Emperour was comming home, and 


had obtained great renown and vicozy. 
When the bꝛother heard ok his comming, 
be ſatd : Would to God my bꝛother might 
not find me in pziſon: fez if be doe, hee 
will enquire the cauſe of my impꝛiſonment 
of the Empꝛeſſe, and ſhe will tell him all 
the truth, how J moved her to commit 
ſinne, and (0 fo: her A ſhall have no favour 
of my bꝛother, but lote my life : this know 
J well, therefoze it hall not be ſg. When 
lent he a meſſenger unto the Empzeſſe, 
paying her that ſhe would voachſafe to 
come to the Pziſon dooze , that he might 
ſpeak a woꝛd oꝝ two with her. 


Che Empzeſſe came to him and enqui- 
O3 red 


i 
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red of him what he would have. He an- 


| ſwered.and faid; O Lady have mercynp- 


on me, fo2 if the Emperour my bꝛether 


| find me in pꝛiſon, then ſhall J die with- 


ont any remedy. 

Then laid the Empꝛeſſe: It J might 
kno v that thou wouldeſt be a good man 
and leave thy folly, thou ſheuldeſt inde 
gracc. Then did he pꝛomiſe her.aſſnredty 
to be true, and to amend all his treſpaſſe. 
When he bad thus pꝛomiſed, the Em⸗ 


| pzeſſe delivered him anone, and made him 
to be bathed and ſhaver, and appatellev 
bim wozthily acrozving to his eſtate : and 


then the ſaid unto him thus. Now god bꝛo⸗ 


| ther take thy @t@d and come with me, 
that we may met my Lo2d, He anſwered 
and ſatd: Lady J am ready to fulfill your 


will and Commandement in all things. 


And then the Empeſſe tk him with her, 


and many other nights, and ſo rode fozth 


© -tomeet with the Emperoar t and as they 


rode together by the way they ſaw where 
a great Mart ran befoze them, wherefoze 
every man with ſuch hounds as thep had, 
chaſed him on hozſeback, ſothat with the 
Empꝛeſſe was left no creature ſave only 
the Emperours bzother , who ſ&ing that 
no man was there but they two , thus 


3. he 
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be ſaid unfo the Empꝛeſſe: Loe, Lady. 
here ts befide a p2ivie foʒreſt, and long it is 
ago that 4 ſpake ta thee of love, cone now 
and conſent unto me that J may lie with 
thee. 

Chen ſaid the Empeeſſe: : Ah file what 
may this be 2 Yeſterday J delivered ther 
out of pꝛiſon upon thy pꝛomiſe, in hope of 
amendement ; and now thou att returned 
to thy folly againe, wherefoze J ſaphow 
to thee as J have ſaid befo2e , there ſhall 
no man doe ſach thing with me; Tabs oaly 
my Lozd the Emperour , which sagt of 
verp dutp fo2 to doe. When-latb he, if 
thou wilt not conſent to me, J (hall hang 
| thee here upon a tree in this fozreſt, whers 
no man thall finds thee, and ſo ſhalt thou 
die an ebill death. The Empzeſſe anſwe⸗ 
red meckly, and ſaid: Thongh thou ſmite 
off my head, oz put mee to death with all 
manner ot tozment, thou ſhalt neber have 
me content to ſuch a ſinne. 

. Whenhe heard this, ye unclothed her 
all cave her ſmock, and hanged her up by ⁵ 
the haire upon the tree, and tyed her Diced i 
befoze her, and ſo rodefogth to dis fellowes, 
and told them that a great dat of men 
met him, and took the Empꝛeſſe away 
fcom him, and when bee had told them 


D 4 this, | 
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this , they made all great ſozrow. 

It befell on the third day after, there 
came an Carle to hunt in that Fozreſt, and 
as he rode beating the buſhes , he unken⸗ 
nels a Fox, whom his Younds followed 
faſt till they came neere the tree where 
the Empꝛeſſe hanged. And when the dogs 
fmelt the favour ot her, they left the For 
— ranne foward the tre as faſt as they 
could. 

Che Earle ſe ing this, wondzed great- 
iy and ſpurring his Pozſe , followed them 
till he came whereas the Emp:eſſehanged. 
Mhen the Earle ſaw her thus hanging, be 
marvbelled greatly,fo2 as much as ſhe was 
right faire and beautiſull to behold, wheres 
fozehe ſaid unto her in this manner wiſe : 
O woman who art thou 2 and of what 
countrey ? and wherfoze hangeſt thou here 
in this manner: 

The Empzeſſe that was not pet cally 
dead, but at point ready to die, anſweced 
and fatd: J am, quoth ſhe, a drange wo- 
man, and am come out of a farre ccuntrep, 

but vow J came hither God knoweth, 
Then anſwered the Carle t ſaid: Whoſe 

pPonzſe is this that ſtandeth by the bound, 
to this tree? Then anſwered the Lady and 
ſaid that it was ders. When the Earle 
beard 


t 
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heard this, he ſaw well that ſhee was a 
Gentle woman and came of noble linage, 
wherefoze he was the rather moved with 
pitty, and ſaid unfo her: O faire Lady, 
thou ſeemeſt of gentle blond, and therefoze 
I purpoſe to deliver thee from this miſ⸗ 
chiefe, if thou wilt pꝛomiſe to go with me 
and nouriſh my faire young daughter and 
teach her at home in my Caſtle, foʒ I habe 
no child but only ber, and if thou keep 
ber well, thou ſhalt have a gov reward foz 
thy labour. ben ſaid ſhe: as far fozth as J 
can 02 may I ſhall fulſiil pour intent. And 
when the had thus pꝛomiſed him, be took 
ber down off the tree, and led her home to 
his Caſt le, and gave her the keping of his 
Daughter that he loved ſo much, and ſhe 
was cheriſhed ſo well, that the lay every 
night in the Carles chamber, & his daugh- 
ter with her ; and in the chamber every 
night there burnrd a lamp, which hanged 
between the Empꝛeſſes bed and the Earles 
bed. ThisLady behaved her ſelf ſo gently, 
that ſhee was beloved of every creature. 
There was at that time in the Carles 
boaſe a Steward which much lover this 
Empzeſſe, and often ſpake lo her of his 
love. But ſhe anſwered him againe & ſaid: 
Know Yee, deare friend foz a certatnty , 
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that J will never love — man in ſuch 
manner wiſe, but only him whom J am 
greatly bounden fo love by Gods Como 
mandement. 

Then ſaid the Steward: Thou wilt 
not then conſent unto me. Sir. quoth the, 
what need you any moze to ask ſach 
thtngs? The vow that J have made, J 
will truly keep and Hold by the grace of 
God. 

And when the Steward heard this, he 
went bis way in great w2ath and anger; 
thiaking within himſelfe,tf map J ſhall 
be revengeb on thee, 

It befell upon a night within ſhozt time 
after, that the Carles chamber-doozs was 
foccattent left unſhut which the Steward 
had anon perceived: And when they were 
all a llp, he went and ſpped by the light 
of the Lamp, where the Empzelle and 
the young mapden lay together, and with 
that he dzew out his knife, t cut the thaoat 
ofthe Earles daughter, and pat the bloody 
knife tnto the Empꝛeſſes hand, che being 
aſleep, and nothing. knowing thereof, 
to the intent that when the Carle awaked 
he ſhould ſer tye knife in her hand, aud that 
hee ſhould think that thee had cut his 
Daughters thzoat, and ſo ſhe ſhould be 

put 
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put to a ſhametull death foz his miſchies 
vous deed. And when the Damſell was 
thus Haine, the blondy knife in the Em⸗ 
pee hand, the Counteſſe awaked out of 
ber lleep, and ſawby the light of the Lamp 
the blonde knife in the Empzeſle hand, 
wherefoze ſhe was almoſt ont of her wits 
and ſaid fo the Earle: O my Lozd, bes 
— mg yonder Ladies hand a wonderfull 
th 

Anone the Earle awaked and loked 
toward the Empzeſſes bed , and ſaw the 
bloudy knife, as the Cdunteſſe had ſaid: 
wherefoze he. was greatly moves and cry- 
ed to her and (atd : Awake woman out of 
the ſlee p, what thing is this that J ſe in 
thy hand? Then the Emp2eſſe through 
his cry awaked out of her ſlep, and in her 
waking the knife fell oat of her hand, and 
with that ſhee looked by ber, and found the 
Carles daughter dead by her fide, and all 
the bed be ſp2inkled with bloud, wherefoze 
with an high voyce ſhe cryed , and ſaid : 
alas, alas, and wo is me, my Lozvs 
daughter is ſlaine. 

Then cryed the Connteſſe unfo the 
Carle with a pitious voyce,aud ſald. O mp 
Lo2d, let this devilliſh woman be put to 
the ſouleſt death that can be —_— 

whic 
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which thus hath llaine our only child. fre 
Then when the CounteCe had'ſato thug | / 
tothe Earle be ſaid to the Empꝛeſle in |, 
this wiſe. The high God knoweth that act 
thou mi ſthie vous woman haſt faine mp fon 
Daughter with thine own hands, foz J | 
ſaw the bloody knifein thy hand, and there ri 
ſoze thou ſhalt die a fouls death. Then ſain da 
the Carle in this wiſe: O thou woman 
were it not A dꝛead Godgrea ly. I lhould |,,, 
cleave thy body with my (wozo in two 4 
parts, fo2 A delivered thee from hanging, ca 
and now thou haſt flaine my daughter, nes p21 
vertheleſſ? fo2 mee thou ſhalt babe no 0 
barme, therefoze goe thy way out of this ſee 
City without any delay, foz if J finde the fo2 
heare after this day, thou ſhalt die a molt. me 
cruell.death. for 
Then aroſe this wofull Empzeſſe and |, 
did on her cloathes, and after leapt on ber the 
Palfray and rode toward the Eaſt alone the 
without any ſafe con duct. And as ſhe rode the 
thus mourning by the way, ſhe eſpied on w. 
the left ſide of the way, a paire of Gal- an 
towes, and ſeven officers leaving a man | ty; 
tothe Gallowes to be hanged, wherrfoze an 
hee was moved with great pitty, and | q@ 
ſmote her h$o2ſe with her ſtick, and rode bet 
to them, p2axing them that thee might re · 
deeme 
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dame khat mildoer if he might be ſaved 
front death by any meanes. 

Then ſaid they. Lady, it pleaſeth us well 
that.you redem him. Anon the Emp2eſſe 
accogded with them, and payed his ran; 
ſome, and he was delivered. 

Then ſaid ſhe to him: Now my god 
friend, be true unto me till thou die, ſith J 
have delivered the from death. | 

Da my ſonle (quoth he) J pꝛomiſe von 
ever fo be true, And when he had thus 
ſatd, hie follswed the Lady ſtill , fill they 
camenigh a City, and then ſaid the Em- 
pefſe to him: Good friend, quoth ſhe, goe 
tozth thy way afo2e mee into the City and 
(& than take up fo2 us an honeſt longing , 
oz there J purpoſe to reſt awhile. Per 
man went fo2th as (he commanded , and 
took up foz ker a good lodging and a ho⸗ 
neſt, where the abode along time. UWhen 
the men of the City perceived her beauty, 
they wondꝛed greatly, wherefoze many of 
them craved of her unlawfull love, but all 
was in vaine, foz they might not ſpedin 
any wiſe. It foztuned after upon a dap, 
that there came a ſhip full of merchandiſe, 
and arrived in the Paven of that City. 
When the Lady heard this, ſhe ſaidunto 
her ſervant : Goe to the ſhip and ſe ifthere 

bee 
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be any Cloath foz my uſe. Yer'ſerbanf| fl 
went fozth to the Ship, whereas he ſound b 
many very fine cloathes : wherefoze hel u 
pꝛaped the maſter of the ſhip that he would t 
come into the City. and (peak with bis 
Lady. The maſter granted him, and ſo] u 
the ſervant came home to his Lady befo2e 
and warned ber of the comming -of the 
Maſter of the Ship. din after the aſter 
of the ſhip came and ſalutes the Lady conr- 
teouſly : the Lady received him acco2ding 
fo his degree, pꝛaping him that ſhe might 
ha be fo2 her money ſuch Cloath as might 
be p:ofitable foz ber wearing. Then hee 
granted that ſhe thonld habe any that liked 
her, and ſeone they were agreed, where- 
foꝛe the ſer vant went immediatelꝑ againe 
with the Mater of the ſhip foz the Cloath. 
And when they were both within on ſhip» | bi 
bod. The Maſter ſaty to the Ladies Ser- | tt 
vant. Pp bear friend, fo the J would w 
open mp counſell it A might truſt to the, | ce 
and if thou help me, thou ſhalt habe of | vi 
me a great reward. ſh 

Mhen anſwered he and ſaid: J ſhail } al 

( quoth he) be ſwozn to thee to keep 
thy counſell, and falf1l the intent as farre | w 
fo2th as 1 can. da 
Chen laid the Paſter of the ſhip J love 

| thy 
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thy Lavy moze then J can tell tha, foz her 
beaut andfeatare is ſa excellent, that 1 
would give fathe love of her all che gold 
that J have : and if I may obtain the love 
of her th2ough thy helpe, J will give thee 
whatſoever thon wilt deſire of me. 

Then ſaid che Ladyes ſervant : fell me 
by what meanes J may beſt helpe thee. 
Then ſaid the Maſter of the hippe, Gos 
home tothy Lady againe, and tell her that 
J will not deliver to thee the Cloith, ex- 
cept thee come her ſelfe : and doe thou but 
bzing her to my ſhip, and it the wind be 
god and fit, then J pur pole to lead her a- 
way. Thy connſell is gad, quoth the La- 
dyes ſervant, therefoze give me ſome r8- 
ward, and J {Hall fulfill thy deſtre. 

Now when he had received his reward, 
he went againefs the Undy, and told her, 
that by no meanes the Maſter of the Ship 
would deliver him the Cloath except ſhee 
came her ſelfe. The Lady be leabed her (ere 
vant, and went to the Ship. Now when 
ſhe was within the hip · baard, her ſervant 


abode without. 


When the aſter ſaw that the was 
within the ſhip,and the wind was good, he 
dzew up the ſayle and ſapled fozth. 

When the Lady perceived this, thus 
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tHe ſaid to the Paſter: O Mater (quoth 
thee ) what reaſon is this that thou haſt 
done to me? 'ThePaſteranſwered, and 
ſatd : Padam, certainly it is ſo, that J 
mult needs lpe with thee, and afterward | 
eſpouſe thee: O good Sir, qnoth ſhe, J 
habe made a bow that J ſhall never com- 
mit ſuch ſinne but with him nuts whom 
J am bound by right, and by the Law, 
Soothly, quoth hee, if yee will not grant 
mee with your god will, J will caſt you 
out into the midſt of the lea, and there (hal 
pee dye an evill death: At it be ſo, quoth 
ſhee, that J muſt needs conſent, oꝛ elſe dye, 


— 


firſt Ap2ay the to pꝛepare a pzivate place 


in the end of the ſhip, whereas J may ful- 
fill thine intent ere J dye; and alſo J pzap 
ther that J may ſay my p2ayers unto the 
Father of Yeaven that he may have mer- 
tie on mit. 

The Maſter bela ved her, wherefoze 
he did oꝛdaine her a Cabbin in the end of 
the (hip. Mherein ſhee kneeled downe on 
both her knees and made her p2axers, ſay. 
ing on this wiſe: O thou my Lozd God, 
thou haſt kept me from my yonth in clean- 
neſſe, kepe menow that I be not vefloty. 
red, lo that J may ſervs thee ever with 
a cleane heart and mind, and let not this 

wicked 
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wick ed man pzevaile with mee, noz any 
other the like wickedneſſe come nigh mee. 
Whon thee had ended her prayers, there 
aroſe ſuddenly a great tempeſt tn the Sea, 
ſo that the Ship all to bzaſf, and all that 
were therein perifhed ſave the Lady, and 
the caught a Cable andſaved ger elfe. and 
the Maſter caught a bod ofthe Ship, and 
ſaved himſelfe uke wiſe: nevertheleſſe ſhe 
knew not of him, no bee of her, fo2 they 
were d2iven to divres coaſts. This Lavy 
landed in her owne Cmpire, neare to a rich 
City, wherein he was hononrably recei⸗ 
bed, and thee lived ſo holy altſe, that God 
gave her gtace and power to heale ſick 
folk of all manner of diſeaſes , wherefoze 
there came much people to her. both croked 
blinde, and lame, and every man though 
the grace of God and her god endeavour 
was healed: wherefoze her name was 
knowne thꝛough divers Regions. Never - 
theleCe ſhee was not knowne as tge Em⸗ 
preſſe; At the ſame time the Emperours 
bꝛother (that havhanged her befoze by the 
hatre ) was ſmitten with a fonle Lep2olte, 
The lantight that lew the C.irles daugh- 
ter, and put the bloudy knife in her hand, 
was blinde, deafe and had the Palſte. The 
Theefe that betraved her unto her Paſter 
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of the chip was lame and full ot the cramp. 
And the Paſter of the ſhip diſtraught out 
of his wits. 

When the Emperour heard that ſo holy 
a woman was in that City, hee called his 
bzother, and laid to him thus: Goe we, 
deare bother, unto this holy woman that 
is dwelling in this City, that ſher may 
heale ther of thy Lepꝛoſte. Mould to God, 
O noble bzother ( quoth he) that J were 
bealed. Anonthe Emperour with his bꝛo⸗ 
ther rite * Ae Then when 
the Citizens heard of his comming, they 
xeceivedhim honourably with pzoceCion, 
t all pꝛoviſton fitting bis eſtate. And then 
the Emperonr enquired of the Citizens, 


 {fanyſuch holy woman were among them 


that could heale fick folk of their diſeaſe. 
The Citizens anſwered and ſatd, that ſuch 
an one there was. Now at the ſame time 
was come to the ſaine City ths night 
which flew the Earles daughter, and the 
Chefe which the ſaved from the gallowes, 
and the Maſter of the Ship, to be healed of 

their diſeaſes oy 
Then was the Empꝛeſſe called fozth, 
befoze the Emperour, bat ſhe muffled her 
face as well as ſhee could, that the Empe⸗ 
rour ber Puſband ſhould not know her, 
and 
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and when the had ſo done, he ſaluted him 
with great reverence, as appertained to his 
ſtate, and he againe in like manner, ſaying W 
thus: O god Lady, tf thou liſt of thy kind. 
neſſe to heale my b2other of his Lepzoſte, W 
aſkof me what yon will, and J chall grant 
it thee foz thy reward. | 

When tbe Empreſle heard this, ſhe lok- 
ed about her, and ſaw there the Emperors i 
b:other a foule Leper : ſhe ſaw there alſo I 
the Knight that lew the Carles daughter 
blind and deafe,j the Theele that (hee ſaved 
from the Galloweslame, and alſo the Pa» 
fter ofthe ſhip diſtraught out of his wits, 
and all were come to her foz to be healed of 
their maladies, knew her not, bat though 
they knew her not, ſhe knew them well, 
Then ſaid ſhes unto the Emperour thus: 
Py reverend Lo2d, though you would give 
neg all pour Empire J cannot heale paur 
b:other noꝛ none of theſe other, except they 
acknowledge openly what greatevill thep 
habe done. 

When the @mperour heard this, he 
turned dim towards his bzother, and ſaid 
unto him: Bꝛother, acknowledge openlp 
thy finne befoze all theſe men; that thou 
maylt b& healed of thy ückneſle. Then 
anon he began to tellyow hee had led his 
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life, but he told not how he had hanged the 
Empzeſſe in the Fo2reſt by the haire of the 
head, moſt veſpighttully. 

When hee had acknowledged all that 
him lift, the Empreſſe replied, and ſaid: 
S othly my Lo27, J would gladly lap un⸗ 
to him my mevtcine, but J wot right well 
it is in vaine, foz hee hath not made a full 
confeſſion, 

The Empercur hearing this, de turned 
fowatd his bꝛot her, and ſaid in this wiſe: 
what evil, ſoꝛrowoꝛ other unhappy wꝛet⸗ 
chevaeſſe is in the, ſeeſt thou not how that 
thou art a foule Leper⸗therkoze knowledge 
thy ſintrulp, that thon mayeC be whole, oz 
elſe avoyd my company foz evermoze. 

Ah my Lord, quoth her, J may rot fell 
my life, openlp, except J be firſt ſure of thy 
grace. Nhat haſt thou treſpaſſed again 


me, qucth the Cmperour? Then anſwered 


his bꝛother, and ſatd. Pine offence againſt 
the is grievous, and therefo2e J aſk the, 
heartily foꝛgivenes. Te Emperoꝛz thought 
not on he Empreſle, fo2 as much as be 
ſuppoſed ſhe had bene dead many pres 


befoze, there foze hee commanded his bꝛo⸗ 


ther to tell foꝛth wherein he had cffended 

him, and he ſhould be koꝛgtven. 
When the Emperoꝛz had thus fozgiven 
his 


Derr 
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bis bother, he began to tell openly how he 
had deſtred the Empzeſſe fo commit adul⸗ 
tery with her, and becauſe ſhe denied, be 
had hanged her by the haire in the Foreſt 
on ſuch a dap 

Whea the Emperovr heard this he was 
almoſt beſide him ſelle, and in his rige be 
ſaid thus: O thou w2etched creature, the 
vengeance ot God is fallen upon the, and 
were it not that Jhave pardoned the, thou 
ſhouldeſt die the molt ſhamefull death that 
conld be thought. 

Then. ſaid the Knight that flew the 
Earles Daughter: J wot not, guoth be, 
what Lad yon meane, but q wot that my 
oꝛd found on a time ſuch a Lady hanging 
by the baire in the Foꝛreſt, and b2onghr 
her home to his Calle, and he took her 
his daughter tokoepe, and J p2ovoked her 
as much as I coulb io finne with mee, but 
ſhe would in no ite conſenc to me, Where- 
foe I flew the Earler Daughter that lap 
with her, and when J bad ſo done, J put 
the bloavy knife in the Ladpes hand, that 
the Earle ſhould think ſhe hab flitine bis 
daughter with her own hand,and thenwss 
ſhee citled thence, but wiere che became 
J wot not. 

Then laid the Thafe: J wot not uk 
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what Lady pe meane, but well J wot that 
ſeaven Officers were leading mee to the 
Gallowes, and ſuch a Lady came riding by 
and bought me of them, and then went I 
with her, and afterward J betrayed her 
uno the Paſter of the chip. 

Such a Lady (quoth the Paſter of the 
Ship) received 7, and when we were in 
the middeſt ofthe Sea, I would have laine 
with her, but ſhe kner led down to her pꝛap⸗ 
ers, and anon there aroſe ſuch a tempeſt, 
that the ſhip all (o bꝛaſt and all therein 
were dꝛowned ſave ſhee andY, but after- 
ward what befell of her J wot not. 

Then cryed the Empzelle with a lond 
voyce, and ſaid, ©«xthly deare friends, ye 
dee now truly conteſſe and detlare the 
Uuth, wherefoze J will now apply mp 
medicine, and anon they received their 
bealths. 
| When this Lady the Em pꝛeſſe had thus 
done, thee uncovered her faces to the Empe⸗ 
rour, an he fo2thwith knew her, and ranne 
to her and embꝛaced her in his armes, and 
kl ſſed her oftentim es, and ſoz jop he wept 
bitterly, ſaping: Wleſſed be God, now A 
habe found that J deſired. And when he 
bad thus ſald, he led her home to the Pal⸗ 
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ace with great joy, and after when it 
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pleafed Almighty God, they ended both 
their lives in peace and reſt, 


The Morall, 


Deare Friends, this Emperour beto» 
keneth our Koꝛd Jeſus Chziſt. This Em⸗ 
preſſe betokeneth a holy @onle : This Em: 
perours bother betokeneth the fleſh, fs 
whom our Lo2d hath given charge of the 
Empire, but moſt p2incipally to the ſoule, 
NevertheleCe, the w2etched fleſh oft p20- 
voketh the Boule to ſinne, but the Boule 
that loveth God above all things, with- 
ſcandeth that temptation,calleth to her, ber 
ghoſtly power, that is, Reaſon, Mill. Un- 
derſtanding. and Conſcience, and maketyg 
them to impꝛiſon the fleſh that is diſobedi | 
ent to the Boule, in the pꝛiſon of true te- 
enfance, unto the time te: obe to tæ 1ſon 

And thus in hope of mercp be ſinneth 
againe : to whom the holy UWL2itcr faith: 
Curſed be that man that ſinneth in hope: 
And at the laſt the Scule cnclineth to the 
fleſh, and letteth him out of the pꝛiſon of re⸗ 
pentance, and walheth him from the filth 
of finne, and arrapeth bim with gd ver- 
tues, and maketh him leape on the Wal- 
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fray of charitable humility, and fo rideth 
fozth to mate our Lo2d with the ſacri⸗ 
fice of thanks⸗gibing. But alas, full oft 
the ſinner treſpaſſeth againſt holy Scrip- 
ture, wherefoze the heart, that is, the 
inſt of the Reſh ariſe th befoze him, and af- 
ter runneth great Yornvs, that is, evill 
thoughts, and ſo Jong they chaſe, till the 
body and the Koulc be leit alone, and then 
the fleſh flirreththat pure ſoule, being the 
ſponſe of Alnitgbty God: but the pure 
and und: filed Sovie that is ſo well beloved 
with God, witlnot fozſake our Lo2d, and 
conſent to ſinne: wheretoze the wzetch- 
eb fleſh ſull oft tripoyleth her of all her 
clothing, that is, of all her vertues, and 
hangeth her up by the hatre en an Dake, 
that is, on luſts and dclights, and tiere 
the bangeth till the god Carle commeth, 
tha / is, a diſcreet Pꝛeacher in the Fos reſt 
of this wozloto pzeach and teach the woꝛd 
of God: hen he taketh ber oowne and lear 
eth ber ſozth to the Church , ts nouriſh 
his Daughter , that is, to nouriſh conſcis 
ence with truitfull Faith. The Carle had 
in his Chamber a Lamp: right ſoevery 
diſcreet Pzeacher ſhould have befoze him 
the Lamp of holy @cripture , whereby he 
may ſeæ both the grievance and pzofit of 


the 
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the Soule in learning of vertues. and puf- 
ting away of vice. The Steward that 
irreth der to ünne, is noughtelſe but 
pꝛide of life, which is Steward of this 
wozld, by whom many men be deceive d. 
But when the Soule that is ſo well belo⸗ 
ved with Chziſt, will not conſent nato 
the nns of pꝛide, then taketh this evil 
Steward the knife of Covetiſe , where- 
with he layeth the Earles daughter, that 
is, Conſcience , accozding to Scripture, 
ſaping: Gold and filver hath blinded the 
eyes of Iudges, and hath overthrown wiſe 
men, lo that equity and rightewuſnefſe 
might not enter, but ſtood a farre, and tur- 
ned their backs. This Lady alſr redeemed 
a man from death, that is, from everiaſt; 
ing death, which he had deſerved by dead- 
ly ſinnne: Therefoꝛe doe wer as did this 
Lady, ſmite wer our ho2ſr, that is, car 
fleſh, with the ſpurres of repentance and ſg 
ride we foꝛth in all haſt to ſave our netgh- 
boar from the itnk of deadly ünne, ts help 
bim both bocily and ghoſtly, as Solomon 
ſaith. 

Woe bee to that man lying in deadly 
ſinne, that hath no man to litt him out 
thereof. Therefoze awake thy neighbour 
and help him, t ora brother that is hol, 

pen 
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penof another, is like a ſure City, and if h · e 
give but a cup of cold water in the way of 
help, be ſhall not loſe his reward. 

But many now a dapes be very unkind, 
as was the There which deceived the Na- 
dy,afterthat ſhe had ſaved htm from hang⸗ 
ing, The Paſter of the Ship betokeneth 
the Wozld, by whom many men be de- 
ceived. But nevertheleſſe as oft as a Pan 
taketh on him volunfarily the charge of 
Charity, and obeyeth unto the Commande- 
ments ot God, and fo2ſaketh tye world then 
bꝛeaketh he the Ship. Fo2 if is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God, and man, and the wo21lo, all 
at one time. 

When this Lady-had eſcaped the tem⸗ 
peſt of the @eazthe went to a City, that is, 
the Boule, after the troubles of this world, 
went to the holy life, andthere ſhe healed 
all manner of ſick folk, that is, every man 
that is froubled in his ſoule, that 1s,infeced 
with divers ſickneſles, thoſe tyts Lady hea⸗ 
led thꝛoguh holp liſe, 

Wut they could not be healed till they 
had firſt confeſſed their ſinnes unto the 
Empzclethe Church of Gov, and then ſhe 
healeth them by repentance and amends 
ment of life: pet all this while was the 
Tmpzelſe unknowne fo her — 
5 
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is,the Church wand ze th in theiwildernefſe 
of this wicked woꝛld, untill God by mira⸗ 
culous meanes made ber known unto him, 
and ſo led her homt by vico2y and triumph 
in the truth unto the beavenly habitation rf 
eternall reſt andgio2p, unto the which, 
Almighty God b2ing us all fo2 his@onnes 
ſake. Amen. 


The Argumert. 

Every ſupreame Magiſtrate and other in- 
fer iour, is to be honoured and reveren- 
ced, Every true Chriſtian man ought to 
conſider his duty herein, and every falſe 
Chriſtian peryerting the wayes of the 
Godly, the reward of ſuch is layd up in 
hell, But the juſt ſhall inherit the bleſſed 
life everlaſting. | 


The 41. Hiſtory. 

Rome ſometime dwelt a mtgkty 

Emperonr named Martin, which ſo: 
intire offection kept with bim, bis bꝛot bers 
Donne, whom men called Fulgentius , 
With this Martin dwelt alſo a knight 
that was Steward of the Empire, end 
Uncle untothe Emperour, which enbied 
this Fulgentius, ſtudping day and nig 
how bee might bzing the Empereur and 


this 


| 
| 
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this pouth at debate. ULherefoze the Sfelvs 
ard gn a day went to the Emperour, and 
ſatd Gy Lo2d, quoth he, Jthat am pour 
true ſervant, am bound in duty to warne 
pour highneſſe, if J heare any thing that 
toucheth your honour , wherefo2e 4 have 
ſach things that J maſk nevs utter it in 
ſecret to pour £Bajelty vetwene us two: 
Then ſaid the Emperour, God friend, ſap 
on what the liſt, 

My molt deare Lo2d (quoth the Stew⸗ 


ard) Fulgentius your Colin, and your nigh- 


kinſman hath befamed peu wonderfully 
and thameſully thzoughgnt all your Em- 
pire, ſaping, that pour bꝛeath ſtinketh, and 
that it is death to him fo ſerve pou of pour 
Cup. Then the Emperecur was grievoullp 
diſpleaſed, and almoſt beũ de htmſelfe fo2 
anger, aud ſalt unto him thus: J pꝛap 
thee my god friend tell me the verp truth, 
tt that me bꝛeath tinketh as he faith. My 
Loꝛd ( quoth the Steward) pe map be 
leeve mee, J never perceived a (weter 
b:eath tn my dapea than pours is. Then 
ſait the Cmperour, J p2aythee god friend 
tell me how J max v2ing this thing to god 
pꝛoœfe. | 

The Stewardanſwerev, and (aid 2: Pp 
.02d ( quoth hee (r (hall right well une 
| | der ſlaud 
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derſfand the truth, fo2 to mazrow next 
when be ſerveth von of your Cup, v ſhall 
ſ& zhat hee will turne away bis face from 
you. becauſe of your bꝛeath, and this is the 
molt certaine pꝛofe that may bee had of 
this thing. Uerily, quoth the Cmperour, 
a truer pꝛo fe cannot be had of this thing, 
The refoze anon when the Steward heard 
this, hee went ſtraight to Fulgentius, and 
tooke him aſide, ſaying thus : Deare 
Friend, thou art neare kinſman, and al- 
ſo BNephew undo my Lo2dthe @mperour, 
therefoze if thou wilt bee thankkull unto 
me, J will tell the of the vice whereof my 
Lozd the Emperour complaineth oft, and 
thinketh to pat the from him (except it 
be the ſconer amended ) and that might 
be a greater rep2wofe to tha, Then ſaid 
this Fulgentius, Ah god Cr, foz his love 
that died upon the Crofle, tell me why my 
Loꝛd is ſo ſoze moved with mee, fo2 J am 
ready to amend my fault in all that I can 
02 may, and foz to be ruled b pour diſcreet 

coui. ſaile, | 
Thy bꝛeath (quath the Steward) ſtink- 
eth ſo ſoze, that his dzinke doth him no 
god, ſo grievous unto him is the ſtinks 
ing bꝛeath of thy month, Then ſaid Ful 
gentius unto the Dteward: Trulp, that 
perceived 
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perceived J never till now, but what think 
pou of my bzeath, J p2ay you to tell ma 
the very truth? Truly ( quoth the Stew. 
ard) it ſtinkech greatly and foule ; And 
this Fulgentius belœ bed all that hee ſatd, 
and was right ſozrowfall in his minde, 
and pꝛaped the Steward of his connſell, 
and help in this wofull caſe. Then flald 
the Steward unte him, ik that thou wilt 
doe my commſell, I chall dzing fdis matter 
to ago contluſlon, the re ſoʒe doe as J ſhall 
tell ther. 

I ceunſell the fo2 the beit, and alſo warn 
thee, that when thou ler veit my Lozd the 
Empetonr of his Cup, that thon turne thy 
face away from him, ſo that he may not 
fxle hy ſkinking breath, untill the time 
that thou haſt pzovidedthe of ſome reme⸗ 
by there oe. 

Then was Fulgentius right glad, and 
ſware to him chat he wonld doe by hts 
connſatles | 

Not long after, it befell that this young 
man Fulgencius lerved his Lo2d as hee 
was wont to doe, and therewith ſuddain ; 
iy he turned his face from his Lozd the 
Emperour as the Steward had taught 


im. 
And when the Empersur perceived 
t he 
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the avoyding of his head, des ſmote this 


young Fulgentius on the bzeaſt with his 


fot, and ſaid to him thus: © thon lewd 
Uarlet, now A ſe& well it is true that J 
habe heard of the, and therefoze goe 
thou anon out of my ſight, that J may ſes 
thee no moze in this place. And with that 
this young Fulgentius wept full ſoze, and 
avoyded the plate, and went out of his 
light. 

And when this was done, the Empergur 
calledunto him his Ste ward, ind ſaid: how 
may I ridthis Warlet from the UWozld, 
that thus hath defamed me: My molt deare 
Loꝛd, quoth the @teward, right well you 
ſhall have your intent. 

Foz here beſide , within theſe ther 
miles ye have Bꝛick- makers. which daily 
make great fire foz to burne 152ick, and 
alſo they make Lime, thereſoze m Lo2d 
ſend to them this night, charge them upon 
paine of death, that whoſoever commeth 
to them firſt. in the Pozning, laping to 
them thus: Pe Lozd commandeth pon 
to fulfill his will, that they take him 
and calt him into the Furnace, and barne 
him: and this night command pau this 
Fulgentius, {that he goe early in the:mo2- 
ning, fo your Wozk-men, and that bes 
aſke 
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alle them whether they have fulfilled pour 
mill which they werecommanded, oz not, 
and then ſhall they acco2ding to your com- 
mandement,caft him into the fire,and thug 
hall he die an eviil death. 

Surely, quoth the Emperour, thy conn- 
fail isgod,therefo2e call to me that Warlet 
Fulgentius. And when the young man was 
come to the Cmpersurspreſence,he ſaid to 
dim thus: I charge the upon pain of death, 
that thou riſe early in the mozning, and 
gee fo the burners of Lime and 15zick,and 
that thou be with them early befoze the 
Sunne riſe, thze miles from this houſe, 
and charge them in my behalfe that they 
fulfill mpcommandemen!,o2 elſe they ſhall 
die a moſt ſhamefull deaty. 

Chen ſpake this Fulgen:ius: Py Loꝛd, 
it O D ſend mee my life, Jchall fulfill 
T your will, were it that J (hall goe to the 
| | Wooz2lds end, 

Muhen Fulgentius had this charge, he 
could not fleepe foꝛ thought, that hee muſt 
ariſe early fog to falfili dis Lo2zds com⸗ 
mandement. The Emperour about mio 
night ſent a meſſenger on hozſe⸗back un- 
to his Bꝛick - makers, commandingthem 
upon paine of death, that whoſoever 


came to them firſt in the mozning, ſaying 
unto 
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unto them, (as beksze ts rehearſed) they 
would tabs Mur, ann bind him, and catt 
hm into the fre, and burn him to the bare 
bones. | ; ; 

1 Bick · makers anſ were ans fat, 
it chould de dane. Then the niefenger re- 
turned honte agalne, and told toe Empe⸗ 
tour that pls commandement could bs 
diligentty innen. 2225 

Earelp in the mozning following, Ful= 

owners 


gentiusatoſe, arid pzepared' m 
his way, and an he went ge heard a Well 
ring to erbice, wherefoze hee went es 
heare ſervice, aun after the end al Ser- 
vice be fell alla pe, and there he ſloptalorg 
while, ſo that the' Pꝛieſt noz nine other 
might awake him. | 
The Steward deſiring ſnwarbly fa 
leute ot his death, about one of theclocke 
he Went unto the woꝛ k. men, and ſald wito 
them thus: Sits,quoth he, have r done 
the Emperours commandment 93 ns? 
The Bzick makers anſwered him and 
ſald: Nay truly, we have not pet done his 
commandement, but it chall be done, and 
with that they lald hands on him: Then 
criedthe Steward, and ſaid:geob rs ſave 
my life, oz the Empetour commande 
that Fulgentius ould be put to death. 
Q Ther 


Then ſaid they, the Weſſenger told us not 
ſo, but he bad ns that whoſoever came firff 
to us in themozning , ſaying as you have 
ſaid, that we ſhould take bim and caſt him 
into the Furnace, and burn him to aſhes : 

and with that they th2ewhim into the fire. 
And when der was burnt, Fulgentins 
came to them, and ſatd x Gd Sirs, have 
you done my Lo2ds commandementf, yea, 
ſothly ſaid they, and therefoze goe ye a- 
gaine to the Emperonr , and tell him. ſo. 
Then ſaid Fulgentius, foz Chziſts love tell 
me that commandement. 

We had in commandement , ſaid they 
upon paine of death, that whoſoever came 
to us firſt in the moꝛning, and ſaid like as 
thou haſt ſat, that we ſhould take him and 
calt him into the furnace: But befoze thee, 
came the Steward , and therefoze have 
we fulfilled on him the @mperours com- 
mandement ,-and now he is burnt to the 
bare bones. 

When Fulgentius heard this, hat thank- 


KB ed God that he had ſo pzeſerved him from 


death, therefoze he took his leave of the 
woꝛkmen, and went again fo the Palace. 
When the Emperour ſaw him he was 
almoſt diſtract of his wits foz anger, and 
thus her ſaiv 1 Palt thou been with the 
Bzickmakers 
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Bzickmakers and fulfilled my commani- 


habe beeu there, but oꝛ I came there, pour 


| that be true quoth the Emperonr ? 

Fo2ſooth ſaid Fulgentius, the Steward 
came to them afoze mee, and ſaid that J 
ſhould have ſatd, ſo they took him and 
thzew him into the Furnace, and if J had 
come any rather, ſo would they have done 
to me, and therefoze J thank God that 
bath pzeſerved me from death. 

Then ſat» the Emperour, teil me the 
truth of ſuch queſtions as A ſhall demand 
of thee. Then ſaid Fulgencias to the Emo |! 

« perour : Bon never found in me any falſe- 
bed, and therefoze I greatly wonder why 


well ye know that J am your own 1B20- | 

thers ſonne. Then laid the Emperour to 
Fulgentius: It is no wonder, fo2 that deatg 
A o2dained to the thzongh counſell of the 
Steward, becauſe thou didſt defame mee 

thzoughont all my Empire, ſaying, that 
my bzeath did Kink ſo grievouſly, that it 
was death to tha: and in token thereof; 
1 thou turnedſt away thy face when thou 
ſerbedſt me at my Cure; and that J ſaw 
with mine eres: and foz this cauſe J oz» ff} 
D a dainey I}! 


dement? ®oothly my gractons Lo2d; 1 


commandement was fulfilled. How max | 


ge have oꝛdained ſuch a death fozme 2 fo? 


dained fo2 ther ſuch a death, and yet thou 
ſhalt dye, except I heare a better excuſe. 

Then anſwered Fulgentius, and ſatd 
Ah deate Lo2d, if it might pleaſe your 
Highneſſe foz to heare me,J ſhalſhew you 
a ſubttil and deceiffull imagination, Map 
on, quoth the Cmperour. 

The Steward (quoth Fulgencias) that 
now is dead, came to me and ſai, that va 
tolounto him that my bzeath did tinke, | 
anus thereupon he counſelled me, that when 
I ſerved you oł your Cup, I ſhould turne 
alway my face: I take God to witneſſe, I 
lyenof. 

When the Emperour heard this, bee 
balievedbim, and ſaid : O my Nephewy, / 
now I ſee thzough the right wile judge 
ment ot God, the Steward is burnt, and 
his owne wickednefſe and envie is fallen 
on himſeife, fo2 he ozdained this malice 
againſt the, and therefozethon art much 
boundto almighty God that hath pzeſer= | 7 
bod the from death. 

The Morall. | 

| Dears friends, this Smperour betoken- | 
eth every ſupzoms PagiKrate, And ful- 

gentius his nephew betfokeneth every true 

s Chziffian man, which Honld fruly ſet ve 

them with faithful loxalty,tike as Fulgene 


tius 
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tius ſerbed the @mpergur at his Cup, 
wherefoze h ſhall be greatlp loved of 
God. This Steward betokeneth every 
falſe Chziſtian man, as Kain, which vf- 
fentimes turnech the heart of right wiſe 
men from God, ſaying, that his bzeath 
ſtinketb,; that is, that the life of this Ma⸗ 
giſtrate is not acceptable to God 02 man, 
which is againſt the $criptare, which 
ſaith, Iudge not, and ye ſh ill not be judged. 
But oftentimes ſuch malicious people ac- 
cuſe righteous men, wherefoze they chall 
bee caſt into the everlaſting fire of hell, 
where is wayling, we ping, and miſery 
without end. But the righteous ſhall aſ- 
cend to everlaſting life. Unto the which 
b2ing us eurLozd Jeſus Ch2iff, Amen. 


The Argument, 

Tyrans and angodly perſons walke with- 
out knowledge of the truth, till they 
come to the Church of God : the wic. 
ked petſecute the godly, but as they are 
preleryed by the mighty 3 of 
God, ſo we ought not to ſleep in lia, A 
figurative ſpeech of three ſeverall mea. 

ning, vis. Take, Yeeld, and Flee, the 
ſignification thereof. 


Q3 The 


The Hiſtory of 


The 42. Hiſtory. 
Pere dwelt ſometime in Rome a 
mighty Emperoꝛ named Delphinus, 
which hid no childzen ſave only a daugh- 
ter, which was a fatre creature, and well 
beloved of her father, 

As this Emperour rode on a day on 
hunting in the Fozre&, ſuddgnly hee rode 
out of his way, aud loft his men, where⸗ 
foze be was greatly diſcomfozted, foz bee 
wiſt not whither he rode,no2 in what place 
be was; till at the laſt, when he had thus 
ridden all the day alone, in the evening he 
ſawa houſe, and thither he rode a great 
pace, and knocked at the gate:immedtatly 
the god man of the houſe heard him, and 
asked the cauſe of bis knocking,and what 
be would habe: Deare friend, quoth the 
Emperonr, loe it is night as yee may ſee, 
therefoze J defire you of lodging foz the 
love of God. 

When hee had thus ſaid, the god man 
of the houſe, unwaxg that be was the Em- 
perour, anſwered And ſaid: God friend, 

noth he, J am the Empero2s Foſter, and 
fave plenty of veniſon, and other vicuall 
fo you. When the Empercur heard this 
be was right glad in his mind — 
elle 
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leſſehe told him not that he was the Em⸗ 
petaur. Then the Foſter opened the gate, 
and received him as kindly as he could, 
and ſet him to ſapper, and ſerved him woꝛ⸗ 
thily. And when he had ſupped, the Foſter 
b:onght him to his Chamber, and when 
time was he went fo bed. 

Ja the ſame night it befell that the Fo⸗ 
ſters wife did travell of child in another 
chamber hard by, and was delivered the 
ſame night of a goodly ſonne. And as the 
Emperour lay in his bed, lleeping; him 
ſeemed he heard a boyce ſaptng to him 
thzice, theſe wozds, Take, cake, take. And 
with that he awoke, and marvalled greats 
ly what it might be, ſaying fo himſelfe 
thus: A voyce biddeth me cake, take, take, 
What ſhall J take? And Ammediatl he 
fell aſllepe againe. 

And the ſecond time, he heard a voyce, 
ſaping unto him theſe woꝛds, Yeeld, yeeld, 
yee!d, And with that he awakenedagain, 
and wondered greatly, ſaying unto higr- 
ſelfe ; What may this ſigniſte? Firſt, A 
heard a voyce that ſatd, Take, take, cake, 
and nothing I receibed: And right no 
J heard another voyce that ſaid, Yceld, 


yeeld, yeeld: What ſhould J yeeld 2 


And as he lay thus thinking to him. 
| N 4 ſelfe, 
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felfe, hee fell aſleepe againe. And then 
he heard the third voice, ſaying theſe 
woꝛzds thzite: Flee, flee,flec, for this night 
is2 child borne, that after thy deceaſe ſhall 
| beEmperour. When the Emperour heard 

this, he wakened, and wondered greatly 
what it might be 
Inthe mozning following, the Empe- 
rour called fo him the Foſter, and ſaid: 
Deare friend, J pzay thee tell mee if any 
Child be bo2zne hereabout this night to thy 
knowledge. Py Wife, quoth the Foffer, 
this night is delivered of a ſon. J pꝛay the, 
ſaid the Emperour, thew me tby Sonne. 
When the A bad ſan the child, he 
ſaw a mark in the childs viſage, whereby 
he might knowhim another time, and then 
he ſaid to the Foſter thus: 
Deare friend, knoweſt thou who J ame 
Naylothly, quofh the Foffer, fo2 A ne- 
ver ſaw yan befoze this time, as farre as 
I can remember, nevertheleCe it ſemeth 
that ve be a gentleman. Then anſwered 
the Emperour, and faid, Jam the Empe. 
rour your Lezd, whom pon have lodged 
this night: wherefoze J give the heartie 
thankes. This hearing the Foſter, he fell 
downe upon both his kngs at his feet and 
beſought him of mercy, if that he pod of= 
. ded 
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fended his Pighneſſe in any thing. Then 
| anſwered the @mperoar, and ſaid be thou 
nothing afraid, foz I thanke fhe heartily 
| fo2 thy good cheare, and thy Son that was 
bozne tonight, J will have to bzing up in 
my Court, and ſhoztly J wil ſend fo2 him. 

D my gracious Lozd, quoth the Foſter, 
it is not fif that ſuch a noble Emperaur 
ſhould nouriſh the child of his ſubject and 
ſervant, nevertheleſſe yonr will be fulfil» 
led, and when your meflengers come, J 
ſhall deliver them my Hon. 

Then the Emperour tcon his lea be and 
rode home ta his Pallace. And ſhoztly af- 
fer he was tome heme, de called unto him 
ſuch ſervants as he truſted beſt, and ſaid to 
| them thus : Go pee, quo!h hee, unto my 

Foſter, with whom J was logded ſach a 
night in the Fozreff, and receive of him 
his Son, of which his wife was deliver- 
ed that night, and upon paine of death J 
command you that ye flay him by the way 
and caſt his fleſh to the dogs, but bꝛing with 
vou the heart to me: And except pe fulfill 
my commandement, pee ſhall die the moſt 
fouleſt death that can be thought. Anon 
his Ser bants went to the Foꝛreſt, and re 
teived the Foſters ſonne, and bꝛaught him 
with them, and when they were come niet 


unto 
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unto the Pallace, one of them ſaid; Pow 
ſhall we doe, that we may falfll our Lo2ds 
commandement in ſlaying of this child: 
Some anſwered, and ſatd, that the child 
ſhould be flatne, and ſome would habe his 
life ſabsd, and while they were thus ftrf- 
ving among themſelves,one of them, that 
was molt mercifull, ſatdunto the reſt; O 
my good loving friends, heare iny conn- 
ſell, I beſ&ch you, and pe ſhall not repent 
vou thereof. It pe murther this innocent 
Child, wee ſhall greatly offend Almigh- 
tie God: And behold hereby are young 
Pigges, kill wee one of them, and then 
may we take with us his heart, and pꝛe⸗ 
ſent it unto the Emperour, (aying,that it 
is the heart of the young child. Then ſaid 
they, thy counſell is good : but What ſhall 
wee doe with the Child? Good friends 
(quoth he let us wzap him in ſome cloths, 
and lay him in ſome hollow tree, fo2 per- 
adventure God will helpe him, and ſabe 
bis life. WLhen he had thus ſaid, they did 
after hiscounſell in all things, and killed 
a Pigge, and went their way and carryed 
home with them the Pigges heart fo the 
Emperour, ſaying unto him thus : Loe, 
gracious Lozd , wee have deſtroped the 
child as ye commanded us, and with that 
g ther 
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they ſhewed him the Pigges heart. The 


Emperour ſuppoſing it had beea the childs 
beart, toke it and caſt it into the fire de⸗ 
ſpightfully ſaying : Loe; there is the heart 
of him which ſhould have been Emperour 
after mee. Loe what it is to beleeve in 
dzeames, which be but fantafies and vaine 
things. | 

The ſame day after the Childs was 
put info the hollow tree, there came an 
Carle to hunt in the Fo2relt; and as his 
Mounds chaſed an Part, they came to the 
hollow tre where the child lay, and when 
they felt the ſavour of the child they would 
goe no further. The Carle ſ&ing this, 
marvelled why his Bounds abode there, 


and ſmote his hozſe with his ſpurres, 


hee rode a great pace till hee came in to 
them. And when hee came unto the tree 
wherein the Child was laid, he looked in 
at ahole, and ſaw there the Child lying 
and then he was right glad, and tooke the 
Child up in his armes fall lovingly, and 
bare if home fo his Caſtle, raping un⸗ 
to tbe Counteſſe his wife : Loe my deare 
Mife, this day by foztune J have found a 
very fair child in an hollow tre as J hun- 
ted in the Foreſt, whereof J am right 
glad: And becauſe thou never pet contei- 

vedſt 
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vedff a thils, therefo:e J erhozt the that 
thou wilt faine thy ſelfe to travaile with 
childe , and ſay that thou haſt bo2ne this 
child · The Counteſſe fulfilled gladly the 
Earles defire, and ſaid. Py moſt deate 
Lo2d, your will in this thing ſhall be done. 

Not long after this, newes went 
th2oughout all the country, that the Coun⸗ 
teſſe was velivered of a faire ſon, wherc- 
fo:e every man rejoyced much. 

Che Childe began to grow, and was 
well beloved of eber man, and eſpecially 
of the Earle and the Counteſſe. Jt befell 
when the child was fiftcene ye&res of age, 
the Emperour made a ſolemne feaſt unto 
all the Lo20s of his Empire, unto the 
which fealt this Earle was called, wha 
at the day alligno dz came and bzought his 
Some with him, which was at that time 
a faire young @quire, and hee carved at 
the bo2d befoze the Earle, The Cmpe- 
rour ſtedt̃aſt ly beheld him, and eſpyed the 
token in his fozehead which he hav ſeene 
befoze in the Foſters houſe, where with 
bee was greatly mobed within himſelfe, 
and ſaib unto the Earle in this manner. 
Whoſe Donne is this Certes ſaid the 
@arte, hee is my Donne. Then ſaid the 


WM Emperour. By the fatth that thon oweſt 
3 to 
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o ms; fell me the truth. 4 
 TheEarleſ&ing that he might not ex- 
e bimſeife, but that needs hee mnt tell 
im the truth, told how he found him in a 
low re. This hearing, the Empe- 
dur he was almoſt diftract of his wits o 
et, aud called te him his ſervants, 


them to ſwears that they ſhould tell 
the truth what they had done with the 
Gzacious Lo2d, ſaid thoy, we vteld us 
to your Gzacs and govneffe, fo2 pity ſo 
dus, that we might not deſtro him, 
at we put him in a hollow Tree: what 
efell of him afterward, certainel wee 
mow not, and in his fteapd wee killed a 
Wigge, and bzought the heart thereof un- 
9 you. 
Chen the Emperour had heard the 
ith of the matter, de ſaid unts the Earle, 
This young man (quoth hee) ſhall abide 
with meꝛthe Carle immeniacely granted, 
hough it was greatly againT his will. 
When the fea was ended, eber: man 
doke bis leave of the ©mperouc, and 
vent whereas theyiif, Andat that time 
foztuned that the Empzeſſe and her 
daughter 
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daughter ſojourned in another Countre; 
farre from thence, by the commandement 
of the Empereur. Jt been not long after 
the Emperoz ſaid unto this young ſquire, 
it behoveth the to ride unto the Empꝛeſſe 
my wife with my Letters. J am roady af 
pour commandement my Lo2d, ſatd he to 
fulfill your deſire. Immediatelp the Em. 
perour wzote Letters, the iutent whereof 
was this. That the Empꝛeſſe ſhould take 
the bearer of theſe Letters, and let him be 
d2awn at the hozſe taple, and after that 
the ſhould let him be hanged till he were 
dead, and that on paine of death. Mhen 
the Letters were all ſealed, the Empe⸗ 
rour took them unto the -young Squire, 
commanding him to ſpeed him on his 
journep. And ſtraight way the poung 
Squire put them cloſe into a box, and 
rode fozth on his journey, When he had 
ridden th2& oz foure daieg on his journey, 
in an evening he came unto a Cattle where 
dwelt a night, and gently deſtred of him 
a nights lodging. 

The Knight beholding the ſwat fabour | 
of the yong Squirs, made him god cher, t 
after ward bzought him into his chamber 
and when he was there, be went to bed: 


and immedtately fell aſlep, foz hi way 
u 
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ji full weary of bis journey , and fo2got his 


box with the Lefters lying openly in his 
chamber. 

When the Knight ſaw the box, he 
opened it, and found the Letters ſealed 
with the Cmperours ſign mannall, and 
was greatly temMed fo open them, and af 
the laſt be opened them neatly, and then 
read how the Empꝛeſſe upon pain of death 
Gonld put the bearer cf them fo death, and 
then hee was right ſozrowfull, and ſaid 
within himſelfe : Alas ( quoth he) it is 
great pity to lay ſo fair and pꝛoper a man, 
aud immediatelp after dhe Knight raced 
out that wziting , and w2ote in the ſame 
place theſe wo2ds following : Upon paine 
of death J command the, that thou take 
this young Squire, bearer of theſe Let- 
fers, and let him be wedded without any 
delay unto my Daughter and yours, with 
all the honour and ſolemnity that can be 
thought, and when they be marrped that 
pe make as much account ot him, as if he 
were your own ſon, and that hr ſupply 
my rome till I come unto you my ſelte. 
When the Knight had thus wzitten; 
be cloſed the Letters neafly, and put them 
into the box againe. Carely in the moz⸗ 
ning the young Knight aroſe, and very 

hatilp 


| The Hiftorie of 
haſtilyx made him reavy , and fooke his 
teaveof the Knight and rode fozth on his 
journep, and the third day after he came 
unto the Empꝛeſſe, e ſalufed her dutl fully 
in the Empetoꝛs behalte, and gabe her the 
Letters. When the Empꝛeſſe bad read 
them, anon the ſent fo2th her meſſengers 
thzough the Conntrey, commanding the 
States and Gentlemen to come unto her 
Daughters wedding at a day aſſigned. 
When theday.was come, thither came 
many great Loꝛds and Ladies, and anon 
the young Squtre eſpouſed the Empero2s 
daughter. with great honour, accoꝛding to 
the: tenour of the Letters, and was much 
honoured among the people. 
Not long after it be fell, that the Empe⸗ 
rour came into that Countrep, and when 
Empzeſſe heard of his comming, ſhee 
ke with her, her ſon in law, with much 
other people, and went to welcome the 
Emperour. Wheu the Emperoz ſaw this 
xoung Squtre leaving the Lady his wife, 
he was greatly moved within himſelke, 
and ſaid: ©thoncurſed woman, becauſe 
Chou haſt not fulfilled my commandment 
thou thalt dye an evill death. 
O my deare Lozd (quoth (hee) all that 
you commanded me to do, J have fulfflled. 


Nay 
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Nay curſed woman ſatd the Emperdur, it 
is not ſo, Foz A wꝛote fo the that thou 
ſhouldeſt put him to death,t yet he is alive. 
Mp Lo2d, quoth the Empꝛeſſe, you w2ote 
to me that J ſhould give bim your daughter 
to wife , and that on patne of death, in wits 
neſſe whereof loe here pour Letters ſealed 
with yonr own ſeale mannuell. 

When the Empetour ſaw thts, he won- 
d2ead greatly and ſaid. Js he theneſpouſed 
fo my daughter? Pes ſurely ſaid the Em- 
pꝛeſſe long ago, with great ſolemnitp, and 
as J perceive your daughter is with child. 
Then ſaidthe Emperonr : M Lozd Jeſu, it 
is great folly to ſtrive againſt thine oꝛdi- 
nance, therefoze ſith it is ſo, thy will muſt 
needs be fulfilled, And with that be took 
bis ſonne in law in his armes, and kiſſed 
him, which after his death was Cmperoz, 
and ended his life in reſt and peace; 
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This Emperour may betoken Herod ; 
who would have flaine the child Jeſa, 
wherefoꝛe he ſent meſſengers to ſæk bun, 
accoꝛding to the @cripture,ſhewing how be 
commanded th2e& Kings to ſ@khim , and 
bzing him tidings againe where he was, 


that he might come and wozſhip him alſo, 
N the 
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The Koller betokeneth Toſeph, our Las 
dies husband, which kept him: but when 
the th2& Kings came they ſlew him not, 

but wozſhipped him on their knees, and 
left him in the hollow fre of his God- 
bead. The Carle that found this child, 
betokeneth the holy Ghoſt which warned 
Ioſeph by the Angel in his lleep, that lhee 
ſhould take our Lady and her Donne and 
flee into Egypt. 

By the firſt take, may be underſtam the 
great benefit that hee gave thee when hee 
gave the a Soule made to his own ſtmili ; 
tude. By the ſecond take, is unverſtood the 
ſonne of God, which was bozn of the bleſs 


ſed Uirgin Mary. By the third take, is 


underſtood the ſame ſonne of God which 
dycd upon the Croſſe. 

By the firſt yeeld, is underſtood that 
we ought to yeeld our ſoule unto Almigh - 
ty God, as clean as he gave it us after 
our regeneration in Baptiſm. By the 


fecond yeeld , that we owght to peeld ho- 


nour, wo;HHip, and love unto Almighty 
God, and man. By tbe third yeeld, that 
we ought to peeld to God true confeſſion 
of faith, contrition of heart, and amony- 
ment of like. The firſt fee, betokeneth 


inte, which wee ſhould flee, The ſecond | 


flee, 
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flee, belokeneth the wozld, which we ſhould 

fle, foz the great temptations that are 
therein. The third flec, betokeneth ever- 
laſting paine, the which we ought to flee, ' 


through faith, by the which we may come 
to everlaſting bliſſe: unto the which bzing 
us our 10d Jeſug. Amen. 


The Argument. 


The ſoule of man being raviſhed by the ty | | 


runny of finne, ſhee complaineth unto 


Chriſt, which heareth her. The Tyrant 


is overcome by Chriſt, who eſpouſeth 


her unto him, preparinga place of per- 


petuall joy for her. Chtiſt receiveth the ©: 


patient ſinner to his mercy by his death 
and paſſion. 


The 43. Hiſtorie. 


mighty Emperoꝛ, named Sancafinas, 
which oꝛ dained a law, that whoſoever ra⸗ 
viſhed a Utrgin ſhould die and if ſhe were 


reſcued, then he that reſcued her ſhould 
hate her to wile, if him liſt; and if he would 
not marry her, then ſhe ſhould be eſpouſed 
by his appointment. It befoll on a day that 
a Tyzant named Poncianus, led a Airgin 
into a Fozreſt and veflouced her of her 
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Mapden / bead. And when he had ſo done; 
hee wonld have Haine her, and as he was 
diſpoyling her of her cloathes, there came 

riding by the Foꝛreſt a gentle Knight, 
| which heard the lamenting of the Dam⸗ 
ſell, wherefoze he rode a great pace into 
the Fo2reft to ſee what it might be. Now 
when he came, he ſaw a woman ſtanving 
| allnaked, ſave only her ſmocke, to whom 
| th night ſpake: Art thou ſhee ( ſatdbe 
that cryed ſolamentably 2 Then anſwe⸗ 
red the Damſell; Pea certatnly, foz this 

man that ſtandeth here hath raviſhed me, 
anddefloured me of my PDayden-head,and 
now he would flap me, and therefs:e he 
bath diſpoyled me of my cloathes x foz the 
love ot God, gentle Knight, helpe me now. 
Then ſaid the Tpꝛant, ſyee lpeth, fo2 hee 
ismp wife, and 4 have found her in adul⸗ 
tecy with another man, therefoze J will 
| lay her, Then ſaid the Knight, J be- 
leeve better the woman then thee, foz loe, 
the tokens appeare openly in her viſage, 
that thon haſt rabthed her, therefoze will 
J fight with thee fo2 der deliverance, And 
immediately they buckled both together, 
and fought cagerly, tiil thep were both ſoze 
wonnded. Ne verthe leſſe the night obtat- 
ned the vico2p,and put the ty2ant to flight. 
1 Then 


| 
| 
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Then ſaid the Knight unto the woman 
Loe J babe ſuffered fo2 thy love many 
ſoze wounds, and have (ſaved the from 
death, wilt thou therefoze pꝛomiſe to be 
my wifc 2 There's J afſen: quoth ſhe, with |! | 
all mp heart, and thereupon I plight thee | 
mytroth. When they were thus enſured, || / 
then ſaid the Knight as followeth. | 

Mere beſite is my Caſtle, go thither, 
and abide there till J have provided all 
things nerdlull fo2 our wedding, koz || 
purpoſe to make a great feaſt cherea'. ꝰ 
L 02d, quoth (he, J am ready to fulfill pour 
will. When went thee unto his Caſtle, | 
whereas ſhe was woz2thilp receives 2 and 
the Knight went unto his friends, foz fo | 
bie them to the marriage. Jn the wenne 
while came Poncianus the Tyꝛant fo the 
Lnights Caſtle, and pꝛaped her that hes 
might (peak with ber. Then came ſh 
down from the Caſtle to him, and this ys 
rant ſubtilp flattered her and ſaid: Gentle 
Love, ik it pleaſe you ta conſent to mc, | 
I hall give you both ſilver and gold and 
great riches, and J (hall be your ſervant, ' 
and ye my ſaveraigne.,\ Whea the we 
man heard thie, full lightly ſhe was decei⸗ 
bed thzough his flattering language, and | | 
ſoone granted him to be his wife, and — 1 

m 
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him fo her in the Caſtle. 
Hot long after the night came home 
and fonnd the Caſtle gate ſhut, knocked 
thereat, but long it was ere he might have 
anſwer. At the laſt the woman came and 
demanded why hee knocked at tye gate. 
Then ſatd hee to her: O ſweet Lady why 
haſt thou ſo ſoone changed thy love? let me 
come in. Nay ſurely, ſaid ſhee, thou ſhalt 
net come here,fo2 J have here with me my 
Love which J loved befoze. Remember 
quoth the Knight thou gaveſt me thy troth 
to be my wife, and hew I ſaved th& from 
death, and if thou ponder not thy kaith, be⸗ 
helo my wounde, which J have ſuffered in 
my body foz thy love. And ſo he unclothed 
himlelfe naked all ſave his hoſen, that he 
might ſhew his wounds openly; But thee 
would not ſ& them noz ſpeak moze wity 
him, but ſhut faſt the gate, c went her way. 
Now When the Knight ſawthis, bee went 
to the Juſtice and made his complaint to 
him, pꝛaping him to give right wiſe judges 
ment on the Tyꝛant and the woman. 
Then the Judge called them both be⸗ 
foꝛe him, and when they were come, the 
Knight ſatd thus: Þy Lo2d, quoth he , 
A ask the benefit of the Law, which is 
1 Ika man reſenea woman from ra- 


viſhing 
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viſhing, the reſcuer ſhall marry her if him 
lift, and this woman A delivered from the 
hands of the Ty2anf, therefoze J ought to | 
have yer to my wife ; and farthermo2e ſhe 
gave me yer faith and troth to marry with 
me, and thereupon the went tomy Caſtle, | 
and J have bene at great colf againſt our 
wedding, and fherefoze as it ſeineth me, 
the is my wife by the Law. Then ſaid the | 
Judge to the Tpꝛant, thou knoweſt well 
that this Knight delivered ber from thy / 
hand, and foz her love hath ſuffered grie- | | | 
vous wounds, and therefoze well thou wot⸗ 
telt that che is bis wife by tye Law, tr that | 
him liſt. But aſter her deliverance with 
flattering ſpech thou haft vecetved her, 
therefo2e J judge thee to be h inged. | 
Then ſaio the Judge to the Woman | 
likewiſe: © woman, thou knoweſt hals 
thts Anight ſaved the from death, and 
thereupon thou betrothedſt him thy fatth 
and troth to be his ſotfe, tyerefoze by two 
reaſons thou art his wife; ür, by the Law, 
aud alter by faith and troth. This notf- | | 
withtanoing, thou conſentedſt afterward 
to the Tpꝛant, and bzoughteft him into 
the Knights Caſtle and ſhutteſt the gate | 
againſt th: Knight , and wauldeſt not ſes 


bis wounos which he luffered ſoz thy love. 
R 4 and 
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and therefoze J judge thee to be hanged al- 
fo, And ſoit was done, both the raviſher 
and ſhe that was raviſhed, were convem= 
ned to death, wherefozeeveryman p2ayſed 
the Judge foz his wiſe judgement. 


The Morall. 

This Emperour betokeneth the Fa- 
ther of heaven, which ozdained a law that 
if the Sonle of man were raviſhed from 
God, by finne, the laver ofthe ſonle ſhould 
eſpouſe ber, if bim liſt. The woman that 
was rabiſhed betokeneth the ſonle of man, 
which was raviſhed vy the ſinne of cur 
foze- Father Adam, and let out of Paradiſe 
into the Foꝛreſt of this wzetched UULozld, 
by the Ty2ant Poncianus , which befoke- 
neth the Devill , and he not onelp defiled 
ber, by leeſing the heritage of teaven, but 
\ Alſo he would flap her with everlaſting 
patne. But the ſoule cryeth with an high 
{ boyce, whoſe cry our Lozd Jeſus Chaiſt 
heard, This cry was made when Adam 
trped alter the ople of Mercy: and the Pa- 
triarks and Pꝛophets cryed fo2 remedy, 
ſaying theſe wozds' 2: O thou the higheſt 
in the Eaſt, viſit thou u, &c. The Knigtt 
| betokeneth our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which 
came from Yeaven , and ſonght with the 
Tyrant, 
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Tant, that is the Devil, and both they 


| 


were ſoze wounded. Foz our Lo2d Jeſus 


Chziff was wounded in the fi:th , and the 
Devil maimed in his Kingdo:ne , where= 
foe the Woman, that ts, the Soule, gave 
ber Faith and Troth unto Ch2ift Jeſus, 
when he became a Chziſtian, ſaying theſe 
wozds; I forſake the Diyell and all his 


pride, and believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty. Then o2dained our Lo2d Jeſus 


Chhpꝛziſt a marriage between bim and her, 


| with the two ſpectall Sacraments of Bap⸗ 


tiſm and the Lo2ds Wupper, whereof may 
be made aſfrong Caltle againſt the devil. 
Alſo our Lo2d commanded the ſoul to ke p 


her ſtill in the Caſtle of vertue, till hee 
went to pzovive that was nædfull: that is, 


our Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt aſcented to beaven 
to p2epare foz her a dwelling place of ever⸗ 
laſting joy, whereas we ſhonld dwell after 
the day of Judgement with our Lozd God 
in honour and glozy, 

But alas, in the meanetime came the 


| Devil and beguiled the w2etched ſcule by 


a deadly ſinne, and ſo hee entred into the 
Caſtle of our heart, which Could be the 
Caſtle of God. The night Jeſu knoched 
at the gate cf dur heart, accozving to the 
Scripiure, Loe I ſtand at che doore and 
knock, 


' 
/ 
, 
. 
[ 
| 


The Hiftory of 
knock, if any man will open, that I may en. 
ter. But where the Devillis, God doth | 
not enter, except the (inner will receive 
him by repen:ance, which ſering our Lozd | 
hanging on the Croſſe,that we may ſ& his | 
bloody wounds which be ſuffered fo2 us, 
we linners iheuld be the rather mindfuil of | 
his love. Foz, from the crown of his head 
unto the ſole of his ft, ws left no whole iy: 
place. Lherefoze (ith the Pzophet Efay, fer. 
behold and ſce, if any ſortow be like to my the! 
ſorrow. Therefoze he is a welches man wit 
that will nor be converted unto bis Lozd 
God, but lieth (ill in deadly ſiane, where ⸗ 1 h 
foze when hee is called befoze the high I ne 
Judge, he ſhall be consemned to everla- T5. 
ting death. Therefoꝛe ſtudy wee to open 1 9 
the dwꝛs of dur hear :s by fruttfull Fatth in an 
Almighty God, and then withou: eoubt we and 
thall obtaiae everlaltiag lie. N to which 102 
bzing us our Lozd Jeiu Tyztft., Amen. fel 


pom 
The Argument, Un 
ret: 


The Body and Soule of a man being made t 
(by Gods g ace) the Temple of the bo- x 
ly Ghoſt, doe give themſelves to ſerve vou 
and pleaſe God in this life, and to love behi 
God and their Neighbours according ther 
to his lawes ; and though the body by ver 

deat 
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death ſuffer Mortal affliction for a time, 
yet by Faith, Hope and Charity in Ieſus 
Chriſt, both body ang ſoule ſhall inherit 
life and j joy everlaſting, 


The 44. Hiſtory, 
f JE is read of a certain Roman Empes 
d Trour, which erecting foꝛ humſelfe a god⸗ 
e ly monument o2 Tomb, as the Labou⸗ 
» \rers digged in the ground of his Palace, 
Y ther found a Coffin of gold bound about 
n witb thze hoops, and upon the hoops 
d was ing raven theſe wo2vs, I have ipent, 
„ have given, I have kept, I have had, 
now have, I have loſt, I am puniſhed, 
That which I ſpent I had, That which 
n gave 1 have, When the Emperour 
1 ſaw this, be called together his Robles 
4 and States, and ſaid unto them: Pp 
Lozds, goe and conſider among your 
ſelves, what this Inſcription meaneth : 
|Unts whom the Nobles ſhoztly after 
returned this anſwer ſaying, the meaning 
de of this Inſcription ts no otherwiſe but 
this: There was 'a certatne Emperour 
e your pzedecefſour , which defired to leave 
behind him an example to others, that 
ing they might follow him in god life, and con⸗ 
verlation, viz, I have ſpent my lifetn judge 


ing 
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ing others righteoafly, and governing any 
ſelfe acco2ding to the rule of reaſon. I have 
given, to my Douldters things neceſſary: 
unto the phꝛe maintenance and living: JM 
andtoevery one as fo my ſelfe, accozding i 
to their deſerts. I have kept, in all my 
wozks, righteonſneſſe, mercy to then: th it a ant 
nad tt, and to wozkmen their wozthy Pee 
wages. Thave had, a liberall anda cons his 
ſtant heart to ebe: g one which ſerved me, in 
I have given riches in their necegity, and a ant 
loving favour at all times, I have had, à Ad 
band to tame and ſubdue enemies fo pꝛa⸗ 187 
tect and defend friends, and to punith offen. n it 
ders. | have loſt, fooliſhneſſe, the len- s 
ſhip of enemies, and luſt oꝛ laciviouſneſſe A 
of the i-th. 1 am puniſhed now by death, 
becauſe J believed not as J ought to have! . 
done, in one God eteruall. I am puniſhed} 2? 
J fay, alas, becauſe J cannot redeme my l 
ſelſe bnt by the merits of Chꝛiſt Jeſus the 
Saviour of the Moꝛld. When the Empe⸗ 
rour aloꝛeſatd heard the meaning of the. 


fem 


tnfcriptions wiſely interpzeted on this 48 
manner, and how long that deceaſed Em⸗ — 
perour had lived, he thereby governed him ⸗ 
ſelle and his ſubjects moze 1 
ended bis like in Gods peace, with much * 


bonsur. 
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ny Seſta Romanorum. 
T The Morall. 
: Doare friends, this Emperour map be 
ng called every good Chziſtian man oz wo⸗ 
1p man. which ought and is bound to erect 
and re-edifils a Tomb, that is, vis heart 
pꝛepared unto God, that he may per fozme 
his will above all things, and ſo diggeth 
0 in the ground of his heart by contrition 
nd and ſozrowfall repentance foz his ſinnes, 
and ſo ſhall hee find a golden Coffin, that 
is, a body dead to ſinne, but his ſoule gar - 


Jo with vertues, by Gods grace (0 


ns 


ranfed the ſame, and baund about with 
ge kbꝛee golden hoopes, viz. with Faith, 
b, Vope, and Charitie. What then was in- 
n graven in the ſame thzee hoopes © Firn, I 
ea have ſpent: where it may be asked, what 
wp! haſt thou ſpent * The good Chziſttan an- 
he (wereth, my body and ſoulz in the ler- 
he, vice of God: if any of you beſtow bis 
be fempozalllife ſo, hee ſhall bee aſſured of 
ls A great reward, even of life everlaſting. 
n⸗Tbe ſecond inſcription, is, I have kept. 
n. What halt thou kept : the good Chill ian 
nd Aanſwereth, a contrite and humble heart. 
2 and pzeparedunts God, to do whatſosver 

| bis good pleaſare was. The third inſcrip⸗ 
he tion, is, I have given, what haſt thou 
given:? 


